DAUNT'S ROCK (CORK HARBOUR). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, 
dated 24 March 1874 ; —for , 



“ COPIES of all Correspondence in reference to the Removal or Lighting of 
Daunt’s Rock, the Alteration or Improvement of Roche’s Light, the 
providing of Fog Signals, and the better marking the Approaches to Cork 
Harbour, from the 1st day of January 1865 to the 31st day of December 
1873, between the Board of Trade, the Irish Lights Commissioners, the 
Trinity Board, and the Cork Harbour Commissioners respectively : ” 

‘‘ And, of all Correspondence between the Board of Trade and the Liver- 
pool Shipowners’ and Steam Shipowners’ Associations, and any other Public 
Bodies and Private Shipping Firms, on the same Subjects.” 



Board of Trade, l 
21 April 1874. J 



T. H. FARREE. 



(Mr. Murphy.) 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

22 April 1874. 
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COPIES of all Correspondence in reference to the Removal or Lighting of 
Daunt’ s Rock, the Alteration or Improvement of Roche’s Light, the 
providing of Fog Signals and the better marking the Approaches to Cork 
Harbour from the 1st day of January 1865 to the 31st day of December 
1873, between the Board of Trade, the Irish Lights Commissioners, the 
Trinity Board, and the Cork Harbour Commissioners respectively : — ‘And, 
of all Correspondence between the Board of Trade and the Liverpool 
Shipowners’ and Steam Shipowners’ Associations, and any other Public 
Bodies and Private Shipping Firms, on the same Subjects. 



Part I. 

CORRESPONDENCE between the Board of Trade and the Commissioners of 
Irish Lights, the Corporation of Trinity House, the Cork Harbour Com- 
missioners, the Liverpool Shipowners’ arid Steam Shipowners’ Associations, 
and other Public Bodies and Private Shipping Firms. 



— No. 1.— 

Cork Harbour Commissioners to Board of Trade. 

(H. 2786). 

Cork Harbour Commissioners’ Office, Cork, 
Sir, 9 January 1865. . 

I am directed by the Cork Harbour Commissioners to forward you euclosed 
copies of reports lately made on the additional light at Roche’s Point. 

I am, &e. 

The Secretary, (signed) James F. Sugrue, 

Marine Department, Board of Trade, Secretary. 

London. 



Enclosure 1 , in No. 1 . 

Report of H. H. O’Bryen , Harbour Master, Queenstown, upon Lights on Roche’s Point. 

I went off in the Commissioners’ Bteam tug on Friday night the 30th December, and 
again on Monday the 2nd January. . 

Friday night was clear and calm, Monday hazy ; the revolving light showed bright and 
well, and in my opinion is a first-rate light. . 

Steamed off until the Old Head of Kinsale Light bore west by south, the bright light 
marking Daunt's Rock, and exhibited from Roche's Point, shows to scawaid between the 
bearings of S.W. by W., and S.W. or between Roberts’ Head, and a distance of half a 
mile to the eastward of Daunt’s Rock. , , 

This light in my opinion is a good guide in clear weather, but in thick or hazy weather 
it would be likely to deceive, when outside the rock, as it blinds itself with the revolving 
light, and its brightness makes the revolving light, when at its greatest brilliancy, look like 
a flashing light; thus may be mistaken for Ballycotton Light; again, it does not indicate 
a ship’s position, if she be north or south of the rock, which may be essential to her safety 
if bound for Cork Harbour. _ . . 

From what I could judge of the lights on both occasions, it is my opinion that, as now 
placed, they are not sufficient to prevent ships from being wrecked upon Daunt s Rock. 

O.67. A 2 I* 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



If allowed to suggest what would do away with all danger from this rock • first ‘f 
practicable, blow it away, if not, place a lightship to the south-east of it with a green li^ht 
or build n second lighthouse on Roche’s Point, so that when both lights are in one vo * 
may run for the harbour, keeping them so until you get to the entrance ; they should be of 
different colours, say red, revolving as at present, the western light, and white the eastern 
light, so that when the revolving light was open to the westward of the white light you ar 
west of Daunt’s Rock ; when both lights in one sufficiently to the eastward, to run for the 
harbour ; when revolving light opens east of white light, you would be well to be eastward 
of Daunt’s Rock. 

The fog bell cannot be heard more than a mile off in calm weather. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 1. 

Gentlemen, Cork, 4 January 1865. 

In pursuance of your directions to inspect and report upon the lights at Roche’s Point 
I beg to say that on the night of the 30th December, I proceeded to sea with Captain 
O’Bryen in the Commissioners’ steam tug, the night being dark, but clear; that when 
about eight miles south-west of Cork Harbour, the revolving light at Roche’s Point was 
distinctly visible, showing its maximum brilliancy for about six seconds in every minute 
and I therefore consider it a good and sufficient seaward light, but am of opinion, that 
within the harbour from Roche’s Poiut to the Spit, a fixed light would be a better guide 
for ships entering or leaving the harbour, particularly in thick or hazy weather. 

With respect to the white light exhibited lower down on Roche’s Tower, in order to guide 
ships clear of Daunt’s Rock, I beg to say that though it is a good bright light, I do not 
consider it at present effective for that purpose. One objection that applies to°all lights so 
near each other is, that when the observer is a long way off from them, they appear as one 
light, and this we found to be the case with these lights on Roche's Tower. But the prin- 
cipal objection is, that the white light is visible too far to the westward ; so that a ship 
having hugged the land a little too close may not see the light in hazy weather till she was 
so near, that in attempting to haul out so as to bring the lights on her port bow, she might 
happen to encounter the very danger the light was meant to save her from. For every 
reason I think that in order to guide ships clear of Daunt’s Rock, the proper place for a 
light would be on Roberts’ Head, as it would at all times not only indicate the position of 
the rock, but the exact distance from Cork Harbour, and would be of the greatest advantage 
to all mariners navigating that part of the coast. As I need hardly remind you that the 
rock has now become so dangerous in consequence of the remains of the “ City of New 
York ” lying on it, that craft which might formerly have sailed over it at any time of tide 
with impunity, may now be wrecked on it even at high water, and, therefore, I consider the 
danger of so much importance, that I think it right to urge on your consideration the 
necessity for a light on Roberts’ Head. At the same time, I may remark that if the Roche’s 
Tower Light is to be retained for the purpose, it would be rendered more effective if so 
screened or obscured from view, that it would not be visible from Daunt’s Rock, or any 
place to the westward of it. 

I am, 8tc. 

(signed) Thomas C. Clarke, 

To the Cork Harbour Commissioners. Harbour Master. 



■ No. 2. — 



Board of Trade to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 



(H. 2786.) 



Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Sir, Whitehall, 1 9 January 1865. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 9th instant, relative to the additional light at. Roche’s Point, and, in reply, 
to inform you that the reports enclosed therein have been referred to the Port 
of Dublin Corporation. 

I am also to observe, that the Roche’s Point Light alone ought to be sufficient 
to ensure vessels passing Daunt Rock in safety. The second light was placed as 
an additional means of leading vessels to the eastward of the rock, and no 
attempt should be made to guide vessels by night between the rock and the shore, 
as it would he a most dangerous and improper course for any vessel to take. 



The Secretary, 

Cork Harbour Commissioners. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) James Booth. 
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— No. 3.— 

Board of Trade to Dublin Ballast Board. 

(H. 27 86.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department 
Si r ; Whitehall, 19 January 1865. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you, for the consideration 
of the Port of Dublin Corporation, two reports which have been received from 
the Cork Harbour Commissioners relative to the light at Roche’s Point for 
marking Daunt Rock, and to request that you will be so good as to direct the 
attention of the Commissioners to the remarks respecting the blending of the 
second light with the revolving light. 

As the reports are in original, I am to request that they may be returned. 



The Secretary, 
Ballast Office, Dublin. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) James Booth. 



— No. 



Dublin Ballast Board to Board of Trade. 



gj rj V ‘ Ballast Office, Dublin, 26 January 1865. 

Having submitted to the Board your letter of the 19th instant, No. H. 2786, 
transmitting two reports which their Lordships have received from the Cork 
Harbour Commissioners, relative to the light at “Roches Point’ lor mai king 
« Daunt Rock,” I am directed to inform you similar documents had been for- 
warded to this Board, and that the Inspector of Lights is engaged in making 
necessary inquiries to enable him to report fully on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, See., &c„ (.signed) W. Lees, Secretary. 

Marine Department. 



— No. 5. — 

Dublin Ballast Board to Board of Trade. 

sir 3 " 4 ') Ballast Office, Dublin, 6 February 1865. 

With reference to previous correspondence on the subject, and to my letter of 
the 26th ultimo, I am directed to forward, for the consideration of the Pnvy 
Council for Trade, copy of a report approved of by the Board, from 1 
of Lights on the several communications referred to him (copies here ltl ), 
relative to the alteration in the - Roche’s Point” light, and the better mark.ng 
of the “ Daunt Rock.” . . 

I am to add, copies of these documents have also been sent to the Trinity 

House ’ I am, &c. 

The Secretary, &c„ (signed) W. Lees, Secretary. 

Marine Department. 



0.67. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



Enclosure 1, in No. 5. 



T ®' r ’ , , . „ Ballast Office, Dublin, 27 Januarv ira* 

I have read the letters referred to me by the Board, from the Cork Harbour Comm- 
sionera of the i 9th and 13th instant and their Enclosures, together with one from the Bo“ri 
ol Trade on the same subject, dated the 19th instant, as well as one from Mr U. C 

Harbour 6 ‘° llS ‘ S at P resent °" Boche ’ s Point > at the entrance to St 

As there are so many conflicting opinions and suggestions expressed in these renorts it 
is desirable to comment on each separately. ‘cports, it 



Captain Clarke’s Report. 

First. He considers the revolving light to be a good and efficient seaward Hohf • c 
opinion that within the harbour a fixed light would be a better guide for velel entn ng £ 
eaving it, particularly m thick or hazy weather. enteung or 

,, ‘Jf. 1 "" >0,d obser ’!> th »‘ as 1‘ I-*™ both the Cork Uarbour-masters' reports 

this light is io superior when seen from seaward to the tormer fixed lioht (so frequently 
complained of) the slight loss in its efficiency as a guide within the har&mr is mme than 
counterbalanced in the advantage gained by the change. 

Secondly. He does not consider the white light at present effective for the purpose of 

llgfcp^asm,::' 0 ' * he Da “ n ‘ R0ck ” ° b — d a long SS boffi 

This objection appeals to me groundless, as these lights, in clear weather, do not blend 
within eight miles of Roche s Point, which is five, miles from the Daum’s Rock • and in 
hazy weather, should they appear to do so at a nearer distance, it would then be necessary 
to use caution, and not steer tor them until ihey were brought on a safe bearing, which 
always had to be done before the white light was exhibited “ 

se^et e W?et»hUn W ^ 'T >h lagged the land too close may not 

see the white light in haAy weather until so near, that in attempting to haul out they mi°ht 
en«)uuter the very danger the light was intended to guard. ^ ° 

This objection is common to all lights under similar circumstances (when dangers are to 
vessT? ?v and waie a light placed on Roberts' Head as proposedT him, a 
vessel in thick weather, seeing it suddenly, might, from the uncertainty of her position con- 

ClarVe of ^ ^ *° n " t0 doae ib a “ d rLTat Captal 

th^STi? 0 alle '' 'M' 8 ! 1 ,*’ 80 lha ? il ™g bt not be sa ™ from Daunt’s Rock or to 
L avS^tfa fair r l * T i”",' 6 dl ' angm S il from a danger light, as at present (to 
wouTbetaineVby 1 ^ lept and 1 d “ “ ‘ ba ‘ auy'advautie 



Captain O’Bryen’s Report. 

hafv'wea^erTt'w'o hi h'^rv li! ; ht * good guide in c]ear weather, but in thick or 
revolvTno Ito 1. ,! i d a- lkely 10 decn, , e w ]en outside the rock, as it blends with the 

look likS a^sshiuw ' hr'’ 8 J M T k6B - revolvi ”g light, when at its greatest brilliancy, 
look like a flashing light, and may be mistaken for the Ballycotton Li-ht 

1,0 not bl “ d in clear 'weather within eight 
Captain Oortst ’ whldl - IS fi ' e , mlles °“ tsil! e the rock, and this is corroborated by 
(lhe vertical distance between the lights being 38 
be observed 0 ^^ * , '’ lieyappear to do so at a nearer distance, camion should 

RenorL T i“ 1 li! !u e , before slated > 5,1 dealing with Captain Clarke's 

they wereseet at d fl.L d*. !Cy ?re lk ll y *° b ? mi » la lten.for Ballycotton (even supposing 
betlem the njL of “ thick weather), as there is such a marked diSrence 

“ Roche’s Point” .. PV o1 '° U 10Q 111 Ballycotton flashing every 10 seconds, 

itocne b roint revolving once every minute. a j > 

Poi„t ck ° r p,ac!ng a ISgMsMp south 
questioi^ftir an Engineer to^dedde^ most effectual remedy, the practicability of which is a 

lout Sit" wX visihlt hn! h f„ ea l“ f roek ' TOuld b f a good guide to clear this danger as 

mile and a quarter from tl ° l o( ber Ciew it would be necessary to place her one 

distance Zrefore Z Ron R°‘ = V R a “ d "! t,dck weatbe1 ' *'« might not hi seen at that 
effective under these drcumstaMM. U ° y ^ B ° a ' d ' S aboutto P la o e there will be much more 

expected e bv’hfni > ^thei.!. e n 01 J d | dgbtbousB 011 Roche’s Point would not answer the purpose 

In 
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In reference to the complaints signed by the masters of steamers sailing out of the port of 
Cork, I think them well deserving of the attention of the Board, for the Harbour Rock inside 
of Roche’s Point obliges vessels running in for the harbour to hug the point closer than 
would be otherwise necessary in order to avoid it, and with a following sea a vessel is very 
likely to yaw considerably, and this might happen when close to the point, and the light 
at the same time in its revolution eclipsed, when the helmsman losing sight of it would have 
nothing to guide him in checking her yawing except the compasses, which might not act 
sufficiently quick at this critical moment when so close to the danger. 

I therefore recommend that their suggestion (to make the time of the illumination longer 
and that of the eclipse shorter) should be carried out, which can be done without altering 
the present period of revolution. 

Mr. Shea’s recommendation of placing a light on Roberts’ Head has already been re- 
marked on in this report. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) JE. F. Roberts, 

Port of Dublin Corporation. Inspector of Lights. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 5. 



Cork Harbour Commissioner’ Office, 

Sir, Cork, 23 January 18G5. 

In answer to yours of the 21 st instant, I beg to say that when I perceived the lights on 
Roche’s Point to blend, we were about nine miles S.W. £ W. of the lights. 



W. Lees, Esq., 

Secretary, Ballast Office, Dublin. 



Yours, &c. 

(signed) Thomas C. Clarke, 

Harbour Master. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 5. 

Cork Harbour Commissioners’ Office, 

Sir Queenstown, 27 January 1865. 

In reply to your favour of the 21 st instant, No. 134, which should have been replied to 
sooner, were it not that I have been much engaged, 

The light, in my opinion, blends itself into the revolving light in hazy weather at or near 
the Rock, and does not show sufficiently to the eastward to be a sure guide in any weather. 
The revolving light is too long obscured for a harbour light. 

I am, &c. 

W. Lees, Esq., (signed) H. JL O'Bryen. 

Secretary, Ballast Office, Dublin. 



Enclosure 4, in No. 5. 

Cork Harbour Commissioners’ Office, 

Sir, Cork, 9 January 1865. 

By directions of the Cork Harbour Commissioners, I beg to enclose you copies of reports 
lately made on the additional light at Roche’s Point ; as also to inquire when the beacon, as 
recommended by the Board of Trade, will be put on Daunt’s Rock. 

I am, &c. 

W. Lees, Esq., (signed) James F. Sugrue, 

Secretary, Ballast Board, Dublin. Secretary. 



Enclosure 5, in No. 5. 
(Similar to Enclosure 2, in No. 1.) 



Enclosure 6, in No. 5. 
(Similar to Enclosure 1, in No. 1.) 



0.67. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



Enclosure 7, in No. 5. 



Cork Harbour Commissioners’ Office, Cork, 
Sir, 13 January 1865. 

Both your favours of the 11 th and 12th are to hand. I now beg to enclose copies of 
two communications lately addressed to this board ; and am, 



W. Lees, Esq., 
Ballast Board, Dublin. 



Yours, &c. 

(signed) James F. Sugrue, 

Secretary. 



Enclosure 8, in No. 5. 

Sir > Steamer “Apollo,” 6 January 1865. 

Since the Roche’s Point Light has been altered from a fixed into a revolving lio-ht, and 
the time from the shade to the showing bright again to seaward, it is dangerous to make 
the harbour, more particularly in hazy or foggy weather. It is too long revolving for a 
second bearing before she would be in a dangerous position. On two voyages 1 have 
been so situated by the length of time die light is revolving, and as far as my experience 
goes (30 years at sea), a worse alteration from a fixed light to a revolving for a harbour 
light there could not be. It would have been a great boon had the old fixed light been 
reflected larger. I fear accidents will occur should the light remain as it is. I take the 
liberty of placing this before the Cork Harbour Board through you, as Harbour Commis- 
sioner, representing the Bristol Steam Navigation Company "here. 

I am, &c. 

To Ebenezer Pike, Esq. (signed) James Poole, r.n. 



Enclosure 9, in No. 5. 



Gentlemen, Cork, 11 January 1865. 

At a meeting of your board, held on Wednesday the 4th instant, your harbour-masters, 
Captains O’Bryen and Clarke, sent in reports approving of the revolving light on Roche’s 
Point, as a good and efficient light for the harbour. 

We regret being obliged to differ from both ihese gentlemen, as we consider it a very 
unsafe and dangerous description of light to run for as a harbour light on a thick or hazy 
night with a gale blowing on the coast. When running in for the harbour in thick or hazy 
weather, blowing hard on the coast, there is generally a heavy sea, and this light, under 
these circumstances, is the principal guide the master of a ship has to depend on, as, owing 
to the heave of the sea when approaching the entrance of the harbour, a ship is thrown off 
her course a couple of points very quickly, but with a steady object in view (a fixed light) 
the ship’s proper course is quickly recovered, and there is no fear of getting on shore. 
The present revolving light, under similar circumstances, could only be seen for a few 
seconds once in a minute, and if not clear just at the time it revolves they must take all 
nsks and look out for the next revolution, or perhaps the succeeding one ; and when seen 
it is visible for so short a time that it is impossible it can be of much service to steer by 
unless to indicaie to the master that he is off the harbour. In the event of your deciding 
on retaining a revolving light, we would respectfully suggest that the period of illumination 
and eclipse be reversed, and that its maximum brilliancy be 54 seconds instead of six, as 
at present, so as to allow it to approach as near as possible to a fixed light, similar to that 
winch was recently removed, or, more efficient still, the adoption of the two lighthouses, as 
recommended by Captain Tooker in his letter of the 18th January 1864, and also in Cap- 
a ’w ryen - S '^■ e P ort ^he Commissioners on last board day. 

Feeling it incumbent on us to place these our views before your board, 



The Cork Harbour Commissioners. 



We are, & c. 

(signed) S. S. Mowle, “ Halcyon.” 

James Poole, Lieutenant, R.N. 
Thomas Perry, “ Osprey.” 

E. Byrne, “ P. Adler.” 

8. Bertridge, “Bittern.” 

Tlios. Semmillar, “ Pelican.” 
Stephen Anderson, “Tuskar. 
Robert Stavely, “ Sabrina.” 
Francis J. Croft, “ Cormorant.” 
Henry Le Raynes, “ Dodo.” 
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— No. 6. — 

Board of Trade to Dublin Ballast Board. 

(H. 2994.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Sir, Whitehall, 16 February 1865. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 6th instant, transmitting a copy of the Report of the Inspector of Lights 
relative to marking Daunt’s Rock, and in reply to acquaint you, for the informa- 
tion of the Port of Dublin Corporation, that the Board of Trade concur in the 
opinions expressed by Captain Roberts ; and with reference to the alteration in 
Roche’s Point Light, think it desirable to increase the period during which the 
light is seen without altering the period of revolution ; and I am to request that 
an estimate of the cost of the work may be furnished. 

The Secretary, (signed) T. H. Farrer. 

Ballast Office, Dublin. 



— No. 7.- 



Dublin Ballast Board to Board of Trade. 

(H. 3217.) 

Si r> Ballast Office, Dublin, 24 February 1865. 

Having submitted to the Board your letter of the 16th instant (No. H. 2994), 
slating the Privy Council for Trade concur in the opinions expressed by Captain 
Roberts in his report transmitted on the 6th instant, and requesting to be fur- 
nished with an estimate of the cost of the work in carrying out the proposed 
alteration in Roche’s Point Light. 

I am, in replv, directed to forward the estimate as submitted by the Inspector 
of Lights, and to state this Board is now making arrangements to carry out the 
change alluded to. 

(signed) JV. Lees , 



The Secretary, &c. &c. 
Marine Department. 



Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. 7. 



g; r Ballast Office, Dublin, 23 February 1865. 

I beg to report to ihe Board that the expense for changing the present revolving light 
at Roche’s Point (by increasing the period of illumination, but without altering the time ot 
revolution) will amount altogether (including travelling expenses) to about 45 l. sterling. 



The Secretary, 

Port of Dublin Corporation. 



I am, 8tc. 

(signed) E. F. Roberts , 

Inspector of Lights. 



— No. 8.— 

Board of Trade to Dublin Ballast Board. 

(H. 3217.) Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

gir Whitehall, 1 March 1865. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 24th ult. relative to Roche’s Point Light, and m reply to acquaint you, 
for the information of the Port of Dublin Corporation that the Board of Trade 
approves of the expenditure of a sum not exceeding 45 1. for effecting the desired 

alteration in the period of revolution of the light. 

1 I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (^“ d ) X ' K Farrer ' 

Ballast Office, Dublin. 



0.67. 
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— No. 9. — 



Mr. Inman to Board of Trade. 



(H. 3999.) 



Liverpool, New York, and Philadelphia 
Steamship Company, 

My Lords, Liverpool, 31 May 1865. 

I have the honour to address your Lordships on the subject of Daunt’s Rock 
and to draw your attention to the fact that no warning has been placed there 
further than the common buoy which was near it when this Company’s steamer 
“ City of New York,” was lost on it in March 1864. 

This Company’s steamer, “ City of London,” with 141 cabin, 306 steerage 
passengers, and 106 crew, (altogether 553 souls), on board, was almost within 
her own length of the same danger on Tuesday the 23rd instant, which would 
not have occurred had even a second common buoy been placed in the position 
which I pointed out to your Lordships last year, as' the safe, and in our opinion, 
proper point for vessels approaching from America. 

The circumstances were as follows : The “ City of London ” had landed her 
despatches at Cape Clear at 6 a.m., and while proceeding the remaining 50 
miles to Queenstown she became enveloped in dense fog about 8 a.m. The 
engines were repeatedly stopped, constantly slowed, and soundings frequently 
taken, with hand and deep sea leads, at last at 0.50 p.m. a sounding of 14 fathoms 
being taken, the anchor was instantly let go, watches were posted both on deck 
and (the second officer) at the fore topmast head, but nothing whatever could be 
seen. At 1.30 p.m. the fog lifted, showing Daunt’s Rock buoy (in the Captain’s 
report) “ little more than 100 yards from me, bearing N. E. ^ N., right in a line 
with Roches Point, the buoy one point abaft the beam, and Robert’s Head right 
astern.” 

The fact was that the vessel was anchored between Daunt’s Rock buoy and 
Daunt’s Rock, with her stern hanging almost close to Daunt’s Rock, with nothing 
whatever to intimate her danger. 

Ihe value of the vessel, specie and cargo, was nearly a quarter of a million 
sterling, besides the passengers and the full mails. 

I trust we shad not again have to appeal in vain for some efficient steps to be 
taken to mark this highly dangerous spot. 



I have, & c. 

To the Right Honourable (signed) William Inman . 

The Lords of Her Majesty’s Privy Council 
for Trade and Plantations. London. 



- No. 10. — 



Board of Trade to Mr. W. Inman. 

( H - 3999 -) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Whitehall, 9 June 1865. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 31st ultimo, complaining that there is not an efficient fog signal to warn 
vessels off Daunt Rock, and, in reply, to acquaint you that the Board of Trade 
gave their sanction to the placing of a good bell-boat to mark Daunt Rock in 
September last. 

It appears to the Board of Trade, as at present advised, that the danger 
threatened to the “City of London” steamer arose not so much from a deficiency 
of a good fog signal at Daunt Rock, as from the vessel being hauled in shore 
during the prevalence of a fog so dense as to render objects invisible even at a 
few yards distance, and from disregarding the warning which more frequent 
soundings would have given of the vessel’s approach to danger. 

I am, &c. 

W. Inman, Esq., (signed) T. H. Farrer. 

62, Tower Buildings, Liverpool. 
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— No. n. — 

Board of Trade to Dublin Ballast Board. 



(H. 3999') 



Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Sir, Whitehall, 9 June 1865. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you, for the information 
of the Port of Dublin Corporation, the enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. Inman, 
and to request that they may be informed when the new bell buoy is to be 
placed at Daunt’s Rock. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Ballast Office, Dublin. (signed) T. H. Farrer. 



— No. 12.- 



Dublin Ballast Board to Board of Trade. 

(H. 4083.) 

Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 15 June 1865. 

With reference to your letter of the 9th instant (H. 3999), I am directed tp 
acquaint you, for the information of their Lordships, .that the bell boat was 
placed off Daunt’s Rock on the 10th instant, as will be seen by the accompanying- 
report from the Inspector of Lights, and that the Board have approved of 
Captain Roberts’ suggestion to retain the original buoy in its position. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) W. Lees , Secretary. 

Marine Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure in No. 12. 

Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 14 June 1865. 

I beg to report to the Board that Mr. Graham H. Hills, having on his final examination 
of the Bell Boat Buoy, approved of her construction and passed her ; I received her from 
the contractors, Messrs. Walpole, Webb, & Bewley, on Friday last, the 9th instant, and 
proceeded with her to the Daunt Rock in tow of the “ Princess Alexandra ” steamer, and 
arrived at 2 p.m. the following day, and placed the Bell Boat Buoy in position, viz., 120 
fathoms south-south-west of the rock, leaving the former buoy still marking the east side 
of the rock ; and I consider now, with both these marks, that the Daunt Rock is efficiently 
guarded. 4 t 

The day I placed the buoy was remarkably calm, not a ripple on the water, which pre- 
vented my having an opportunity of judging of its effect; but should I find with a swell 
on that the buoy is too sluggish in its movements, I would recommend the removal of a 
a portion of her ballast. 

I am, See. 

The Secretary, (signed) E. F. Roberts, 

Port Dublin Corporation. Inspector of Lights. 



O.67. 



C 
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— No. 



13. — 



Commissioners of Irish Lights* to Board of Trade. 



( *377 a -) Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 

Sir, Dublin, 13 November 1867. 

I am directed to forward herewith, for the consideration of the Lords of the 
Committee of Privy Council for Trade, copies of communications addressed to 
the Commissioners by Captain Palmer, stating he is prepared to enter into a 
contract for cutting down the “Daunt” Rock, near Cork Harbour, to a level 
of five fathoms below low water ; and that he estimates the cost for the work 
will be from, say, 6,000 l. to 8,000/., on the understanding, however, that no 
money is required on account or otherwise, until the work is completed. 



I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, &c., &c., (signed) W. Lees, Secretary. 
Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 13. 

Terminus Hotel, London Bridge, London, 
Sir, 29 October 1 867. 

Some time since, when the steamship '‘City of New York” was wrecked on the Daunt’s 
Rock, at the suggestion of Mr. Maguire, the then Mayor of Cork, I made a survey of the 
rock, and also an estimate of the cost of cutting it down to a level of five fathoms below 
low water. 

Since then I have perfected some machinery, and am now prepared to make your Board 
(or such person as would entertain it) an offer to take a contract for the removal of the top 
to the depth above mentioned, on terms so very low and moderate that I think there would 
be no longer any objection to have the work done. 

I am, of course, willing to bear every risk and expense, and to agree that no charge 
whatever shall be made until the work has been performed to the satisfaction of your 
Board ; on these terms it has occurred to me that perhaps a contract might be granted, 
especially as, if I fail to do what I am confident I can accomplish, no harm could possibly 
be done to any one hut myself. 

I have therefore to request you will kindly let me know if there is any chance of obtaining 
a contract if my terms are suitable. I do not of course ask you to promise anything, but if 
you give me any hopes I will at once come over. 

Waiting favour of your esteemed reply, 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Ballast Board. (signed) Hugh Palmer. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 13. 

Terminus Hotel, London Bridge, London, 
Sir, 6 November 18G7. 

In reply to your esteemed letter of the 2nd instant, requiring an approximate estimate of 
the cost of removing the top of this rock, so as to leave water to the depth of five fathoms 
at low water over the remaining portion of. the rock, I beg to say that I am endeavouring 
to obtain a contract for the removal of the Swilley Rocks in the Menai Straits, and if I 
obtain it I could make a lower estimate for the Daunt’s Rock ; but for your present 
guidance, I may say that the cost will be from six to eight thousand pounds (say 6,000 1. to 
8,000/.), but on the understanding that no money is required on account or otherwise, 
until the work is completed to the satisfaction of your Board. 

Waiting the favour of your esteemed reply, 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Ballast Board, Dublin. (signed) Hugh Palmer. 



•The name of tho General Lighthouse Authority in Ireland me on the 17th June 1867 (30Viot. 
o. tat), changed to “ The Commissioners of Irish Lights.” 
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— No. 14. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 3776 a.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Sir, Whitehall, 18 November 1867. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 13th instant, transmitting copies of communications from Mr. 
Palmer, which state that he is prepared to remove the Daunt Rock near Cork 
Harbour, so as to leave water to the depth of five fathoms at low water over the 
remaining portion of the rock ; and, in reply, I am to request that you will move 
the Commissioners to ascertain, for the information of this Board, what 
experience Mr. Palmer has already had in the removal of sub-marine rocks, and 
also whether he would be willing to allow an engineer named by this Board to 
judge of the feasibility of his plan. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 15. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
gi rj Whitehall, 27 December 1867. 

With reference to your letter of the 13 th November, relative to Mr. Hugh 
Palmer’s application to be employed in cutting down the Daunt Rock near Cork 
Harbour. I am directed by the Board of Trade to acquaint you, for the informa- 
tion of the Irish Lights Commissioners, that Mr. Palmer had made a similar 
application to them with regard to the Swilly Rocks in the Menai Straits ; as 
Mr. Palmer appeared desirous of explaining the process by which he proposed 
to carry out these works to some competent engineer, the Board of Trade, with 
the sanction of the Elder Brethren, referred him to Mr. Douglass, the engineer 
to the Trinity House, a copy of whose report is enclosed for the information 01 
the Commissioners of Irish Lights. „ . ,. , . 

I am to add that should the Commissioners of Irish Lights feel disposed to 
try the experiment with respect to Daunt’s Rock, it will be for them to make 
proposals as to the agreement with Mr. Palmer. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



Enclosure in No. 15. 

Sir Trinity House, 17 December 1867. 

I BEGtoacquaint you that, in compliance with instructions to confer ^ 

Palmer, and report on the feasibility of the process by which he proposes 10 remove the 
Swilly Rocks in’the Menai Straits, 1 have had an interview wrth M. . M* Arava 
received from that gentleman an explanation of the process proposed by lnm for the removal 
of the above, or other sub-marine rocks. 

O.67. c 2 
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Mr. Palmer proposes to drill holes in the rocks to be operated upon, charge them with 
powder, or nitro-glycerine, and blast in the usual manner; but, for the purpose of drilling 
the blastholes rapidly and economically, he proposes to use rock-drilling machinery; this 
machinery to be placed in position on the rock by a diver, and to be worked by compressed 
air supplied through a flexible tube from suitable air-compressing machinery, worked by u 
steam-engine on board a vessel moored over the rock. 

The rock-drilling machinery proposed to be used by Mr. Palmer is that devised by 
Herman Haupt, civil engineer, United States of America. This machinery was exhibited 
at the Paris Exhibition; it is light, portable, and compact, and is reported to have worked 
very satisfactorily on tunnelling works in America. 

Mam of opinion that the plan proposed by Mr. Palmer for using rock-drilling machinery 
for sub-marine blasting operations is quite feasible for any situation where diving can be 
carried on. 

P. H. Bertlion, Esq. (signed) J. N. Douglas. 

&c. Stc. &c. 



— No. 16. — 



Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 169.) 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 
Sir, Dublin, 13 January 1868. 

With- reference to your letter of the 27th ultimo, H. 4270, 1 am directed to 
forward, for the instructions of their Lordships, copy of a communication from 
Mr. Palmer agreeing to enter into a contract for the removal of portion of the 
“Daunt” Rock, for the sum of eight thousand pounds (8,000 l.) on the con- 
ditions named in previous correspondence. 

I am to state the deputation who recently had an interview in London with. 
Mr. Palmer were informed by that gentleman that he would execute this work 
for seven thousand pounds (7,000 /.) ; and they were further led to believe that 
should lie be successful in obtaining a contract for the removal of the Swilly 
Roclcs, Menai Straits, for which he was in treaty with the Trinity House, he 
would be prepared to perform the work for a lower sum. 

The Board would therefore suggest that inquiry be made whether the Elder 
Brethren have accepted Mr. Palmer’s offer, and should such be the case the 
Board would then be in a position to offer, with their Lordships’ sanction, Mr. 
Palmer’s seven thousand pounds for the execution of the work. 

I am to express the strong opinion of the Board as to the desirability of 
removing this danger, an opinion they are further strengthened in, bearing in 
mind the recent accident to H. M. sloop “ Research.” 



The Assistant Secretary, 

&c., &c., 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Lees , Secretary.. 



Enclosure in No. 3 6. 

North British Hotel, Glasgow, 

Sir, 6 January 1868. 

In reply to your favour of the 3rd instant, I beg to state that I am quite willing to enter 
into a contract for the removal of the portion of the “ D aunt’s Rock” upon the teims 
already stated by me in former letters, for the sum of 8,000 1., such sum to be paid on com- 
pletion of the work to the satisfaction of your Board ; and would suggest that you instruo 
your solicitor to make out a draft contract on that basis, and I will immediately return 1 
with any alterations that may be required. 

I am, See. 

The Secretary, Ballast Board, Dublin. (signed) Hugh Palmer . 
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No. 17. — 



Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 169.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Sir, Whitehall, 17 January 1868 . 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 13 th instant, transmitting an offer from Mr. Palmer to remove a portion 
of the Daunt Rock for the sum of 8,000 l., and in reply to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Commissioners of Irish Lights, that, in the opinion of this 
Board, further inquiry should be made into Mr. Palmer’s antecedents before a 
work of this importance is entrusted to him. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 18 . — 



Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 823.) 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 
Sir, Dublin, 25 February 1868 . 

With reference to your letter of the 17 th ultimo, H. 169, relative to an 
offer from Captain Palmer to remove a portion of “ Daunt’s Rock,” and request- 
ing: that their Lordships may be informed, on inquiry by the Commissioners of 
Irish Lights, what experience Captain Palmer has had in the removal of sub- 
marine rocks, I am directed to forward herewith copy of a letter from that 
gentleman, affording the required information. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Lees , 



The Assistant Secretary, 
Harbour Department, Board ol Trade. 



Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. 18 . 

Hotel de l’Europe, Antwerp, 

gj r 23 February 1868. 

I have to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed favour of the 21st instant, and in reply 
beg to state that lam quite prepared to accept the contract on the terms of my tormei 
letters, and of course expect no payment until the work is finished to your sa is ac 10 • 

In reply to the question as to my past experience, I would repeat what I have already 
said, f have had some slight experience in blasting rocks under water, but great experi- 
ence in general sub-marine engineering, and in mining and quarry work on an . ^ 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Hugh Palmer , 

W. Lees, Esq., &c. &c. Ca l’ lain > B ' M ' S ' 



No. 19 . — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

&23 ’' > Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

g: Whitehall, 5 March 1868. 

I ^’directed by the Board of Trade to ackno-wlege the receipt of vom 'letter 
of the 25 th ultimo on the subject of the offer which has be \etter 

Palmer to remove a portion of Daunt’ s. Rock, and transmi in ff £7 1 Q f 

from him relating to the experience which he states he has ha 1 
sub-marine rocks. j n 

0.67. c 3 
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In reply, I am to request that you will state to the Commissioners that, in the 
opinion of the Board of Trade, it would be undesirable to accept the services of 
Mr. Palmer. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



- No. 20. — 



Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 



(H. 1111.) 



Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street. 

Sir, Dublin, 14 March' 1868. 

With reference to your letter of the 5th instant (Pl. 823), acknowledging my 
letter of 25th ultimo on the subject of Captain Palmer’s offer to remove a portion 
of the Daunt Rock, their Lordships stating they were of opinion it would be 
undesirable to accept his services, 1 am to state, having submitted your letter to 
the Commissioners at their meeting on Friday week last, they passed a resolution 
Cf that Captain Palmer be informed the Board of Trade will not sanction the 
expenditure.” 

A letter from Captain Palmer having been subsequently received, and before 
the order of the Commissioners had been carried out, I beg to enclose a copy of 
same, this letter being in reply to a communication addressed to him on the 2nd 
instant, copy herewith, stating the Commissioners were prepared to recommend 
the Board of Trade to sanction his being given the contract on the terms named 
in his letters, provided he gives satisfactory references as to his capacity to per- 
form the proposed work. 

I have the honour, therefore, to request your further instructions. 



The Assistant Secretary, 
Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Lees, 

Secretary. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 20. 



‘ Sir ’ Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 2 March 1868. 

I am to acknowledge your further letter of the 23rd ultimo, and am to inform you the 
Commissioners are prepared to recommend the Board of Trade to sanction your being given 
the contract for the removal of portion of Daimt’s Rock on the terms named in your letter, 
provided jou give them satisfactory references as to your capacity to perform the proposed 



Captain Palmer, &c. &c., Antwerp. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Lees , Secretary. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 20. 

T _ Tavistock Hotel, London, 6 March 1868. 

1. have to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed favour of the 2nd instant, in which you 
ask me to give satisfactory references as to my capacity to perform the proposed work. 

I have some time since replied to your inquiries on this subject, and at your request sub- 
mitted my plans to your engineer, Mr. Douglas, as well as to the deputation that waited 
upon me at my hotel last December. In a previous letter vou stated that your Board had 
received a satisfactory report. 

u, ^ on ®^ er * n S t^at J ara willing to invest several thousand pounds in this contract, and 
that 1 have never asked for or expected any sort of assistance from your Board, I am at a 
oss to understand how “ my capacity to perform the proposed work ” can be a matter of 

moment 
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moment to anyone but myself. I have no desire to keep the contract to myself for any 
"ndefinite time: you will soon see if I am capable or not. 

1 If you will 3 however, let me know what information you require of my reference, I will do 
mv best to satisfy you upon the subject 
J I remain, &c. 

The Secretary, Irish Lights Office. (signed) Hugh Palmer. 



— No. 21. 



Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 1011 .) Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

gj rj Whitehall, 25 March 1868. 

With reference to your letter of the 14th instant, and previous correspondence 
on the subject of Mr. Palmer’s offer to remove a portion of the Daunt. Rock, I 
am directed by the Board of Trade to inform you, for the information of the 
Commissioners of Irish Lights, that they are of opinion that the expenses relating 
to the Rock ought not to be charged on the general trade, and that they conse- 
quently cannot authorise any expenditure out of the Mercantile Marine bund 
for the purpose of its removal, unless that fund is indemnified by a special toll 
on the trade of Cork; and, considering the strong opinion expressed by the 
trade of Cork in the year 1864 against their defraying the expenses of marking 
Daunt’s Rock, the Board of Trade, even if satisfied with Mr. Palmers plan, 
would feel a difficulty in authorising a charge for the purpose of paying Mr. 
Palmer to be raised by a special tax on the trade of Cork, unless the Commis- 
sioners could obtain from those who represent that trade, some intimation of a 
change of the opinion they formerly expressed. , • f 

If the local trade are prepared to pay, provided Mr. Palmer succeed^ or if it 
should appear that the Post Office, having regard to the usefulness of Cork as a 
mail station, are willing to provide the requisite funds, the B ° a t ' d T " "Jf 

no reason why the experiment should not be made, provided that no money is 
advanced or promised to Mr. Palmer until the work has been accomplished to 
the satisfaction of the Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary. W ed ) J ' H ' Famr ' 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 22 . — - 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 1579-) Jrisll jjgy-g office, Westmoreland-street, 

Dublin, 22 April 1868. 

With reference : to . your letter oi : the ; 25th "l^ r ( H p^^°“ ff °r' > to°remOTe 
correspondence to Cork Harbour, I am directed to 

a portion of the Daunts Kock, on e Lordships, the Commissioners of 

state that acting on tde J u ?f®‘ Majesty's Postmaster General and with 
Irish Lights communicated with H ] to J forward f or the information and 
the Cork Harbour Board ; and I ™ ”° r ittee of p rlvy Council for Trade, 
further instructions of the Lords of the Committee ot knvy 
copy of the replies received from the respective parties. 

I am, &c. 

o , (signed) W. Lees, Secretary. 

The Assistant Secretary, > 

&c., 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



0.67. 
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Enclosures in No. 22. 

g ; Ff Harbour Commissioners’ Office, Cork, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication w 

stating that the Commissioners of Irish Lights for some past have been in 30t 1 l - tlIUo > 

« Daunt' s B w‘' d I, » f T ' alle , UP °” "V“ bj '“ t of ““ fer tta wnowl of 

Haunts Rock as is at present dangerous to navigation, and that their Lordshi.C I? f 
p opinion that if the attempt be made and prove successful, that the Port of P finrlr PIeS i 
Post Office authorities should contribute towards the expense. ^ anc ^ 

Thi*™ * dlPe ?M by the Cork Harbour Commissioners to inform you that as “ HaimP 
Rock is outside the jurisdiction of this Board, they would not be justified in rnnhiN T 
towards its removal, and must therefore respectfully decline doino- so contubuting 



The Secretary, Ballast Boai-d. 



I am, &c. 

(signed; William Donegan, 

Secretary. 



Sir, General Post Office, London, 

Having laid before the Postmaster General vnnr 9 »£ P - r ‘* 1868 ‘ 

copy of a letter from the Board of Trade relative^ in* f r 6 ‘ ‘ “u™ 1 ! e " clos '“g » 
remove the upper portion of“Damt'e ftock” off CoA Horh” ? Pa mer *“ 

this .Department is willing to provide the requisite liL, r, m T‘ nn S wbetllM 

His Grace to state that, as far as the Mail Packet Serial i ” S 1, “ l ' |,osc '; 1 am [,,rectGd b y 
one rather for the consideration of the contractors for the 'posTolcf 



The Secretary, Irish Lights Office. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) F. Hill. 



Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 1905.) 

SR Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

With reference to your letter of the oo^ra" 1 ’ 811 ’ 23 Ma 7 18e8 ‘ 
letters from the Postmaster Gp nP ™i a + i ultimo, transmitting copies of 
contribute ^ j aiW Board > Alining to 

remove a. portion of Daunt’s Rook I W "?? ^ u gh Palmer to attempt to 
acquaint yon, fo the info iati„n ’l T dlrec ¥ b y the ^avd of Trade to 

they are prepared to received,™ Jh °/ lr “ h Li S hts ’ that 

a proposal to carry out ,he desired object on Ho,, ^ 

is successfully ^erformed^o^h'o^t - ^ ? aid t0 f Mr ' Palmer unless the work 
Lights. ? per,ormed t0 the satisfaction of the Commissioners of Irish 

VetXiSri?” 8 . are , *? ken ' and that Mr. Palmer should 
rities of the district may consider safe “ 3 pIaC<i aS the polioe auth °‘ 

Mariii?FLd^oTtTie S UMnoL m T e7 ™ 8 ? be p a!d out of tlle Mercantile 
levied on the trade of Cork’ so equlra ! ent sha11 be Paid by a special toll 
Fund. ' C ° k ’ 0 s to lndem nify the Mercantile Marine 

to ‘itu the of 'heir deciding 

thereof, in order that the Inca A ^ e ^oik authorities full and ample notice 
desire, of objecting, before an/eontrat Sew ^ ** 

The Secretary, , . ^ am > ^ c ' 

Commissioners of Irish Lights (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 
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— No. 24. — 

Commissioners of Irisli Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 2308.) 

q. . Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 

’ r . , , , Dublin, 15 June 1868. 

With reference to your further letter of the 22nd ultimo (Id. 1905) on subject 
of the Postmaster Genera! and the Cork Harbour 

contribute towards the expense of allowing Mr. Palmer to attempt to remove a 
portion of the Daunt a Book the Board of Trade stating they are now prepared 
to receive a proposal through the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House to carry 
out the desired object on conditions set forth in your communication I am 
directed to acquaint you, this Board having forwarded to the Cork Harbour 
Commissioners copy of your letter, they have received a reply from that body 
stating that as Daunt’s Rock is outside their jurisdiction, they shall feel bound to 
resist any toll being on the trade of Cork for the furtherance of the above object 
I am to enclose copy of this reply, and to request you will be so »ood as to 
submit same for the consideration of their Lordships. 



The Assistant Secretary, 

&c. &c. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) JV. . Lees, Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. 24. 

Harbour Commissioners’ Office, Lapp’s Quay, Cork, 
Sir, 5 June 1868. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication dated 1st instant, 
and its enclosure bearing date 22nd ultimo, relative to ihe removal of a portion of “ Daunt’s 
Rock,” and stating that any sum of money which may be advanced for that purpose by 
the Mercantile Marine Board, should be secured by a toll levied on the trade of Cork. 

Iam directed by the Cork Harbour Commissioners to inform you that, “Daunt’s Rock” 
being outside their jurisdiction, they shall feel bound to resist any toll being levied on the 
trade of Cork in furtherance of that object. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) William Doner/ an, 

The Secretary, Secretary. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 25.— 

War Office to Board of Trade. 

(H. 2328.) 

Sir War Office, 16 June 1868. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication of the 15th ultimo (H. 1614), forwarding for his con- 
sideration copy of a report made by Mr. Douglass, Engineer to the Trinity 
Board, upon a proposal by Captain Palmer to remove the Swilly Rocks in the 
Menai Straits ; and requesting that a report might be obtained as to Captain 
Palmer’s proposal to remove the Daunt’s Rock, at the entrance to Cork 
Harbour. 

In reference to the latter subject I am to acquaint you, for the information of 
the Board of Trade, that the subject has been referred to the Director of the Royal 
Engineer establishment at Chatham ; and to enclose a copy of that officer’s 
report thereon for their consideration. . 

I am to request that you will move the Board to acquaint Sir John I akington 
whether they would desire the survey, &c., suggested in the report enclosed, to 
be made ; and whether they will provide the requisite funds for the same. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary, Board of Trade. (signed) Longford. 



O.67. 
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Enclosure in No. 25 . 

Copy of Report from Director, Royal Engineer Establishment. 

It is impossible, vvitli the knowledge at present possessed of the effects of explosion of 
<run powder and other explosive agents under water, to estimate the expense of removing 
the Daunt’e Rock, or whether it will be advisable, with a view to economy, to use the 
boring machinery devised by Mr. Herman Haupt, as recommended by Mr. Palmer. 

With a view to forming an opinion on this point, it would be advisable to have a careful 
survey made of the Rock and of its geological formation, and possibly to try the effect of 
some experimental charges. 

With this view, 1 would recommend that an officer, with a party as per margin, be sent 
with diving apparatus, which can be lent from this establishment, to examine the rock in 
question. 

Of course I presume that an appropriate vessel would be provided for the purpose. 

The expense of this examination would only amount to the working pay of the party, 
and probably a few small charges of powder for experiments. 



— No. 25 A. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 2308.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, Whitehall Gardens, 23 June 1868 . 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 15 th instant, transmitting copy of a letter from the Cork Harbour 
Commissioners, stating that the Daunt’ s Rock being out of their jurisdiction 
they should feel bound to resist any toll being levied on the trade of Cork in 
furtherance of the removal of the rock. 

In reply I am to acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners of 
Irish Lights, that the letter of the Harbour Commissioners, as requested by 
you, has been submitted for the consideration of the Board of Trade. They 
desire me to observe that either the rock is dangerous to the shipping of Cork, 
or it is not ; if it is, that trade ought to pay fur the removal in proportion to 
the benefits to be conferred on them ; if it is not, the Harbour Commissioners 
should cease from asking for the requisite funds from other sources. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 26 . — 

Board of Trade to War Office. 

(II. 2328.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, Whitehall, 1 July 1868. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 16th ult., enclosing copy of a Report by the Director of the 

Royal Engineer Establishment at Chatham, suggesting a survey of Daunts 
Rock, and requesting that Sir J. Pakington may be informed whether the Board 
of Trade will furnish the requisite funds. _ . 

In reply I am to state, for the information of Sir J. Pakington, that as it is 
not determined who should pay for the work, if attempted, the Board of Trade 
regret that they are unable, under the present circumstances, to advance money 
to defray the expense of the survey proposed by the Director of the Royal 
Engineer Establishment. 

I have, &c. 

The Under Secretary of State, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

War Office. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




DAUNTS ROCK (CORK HARBOUR). 



'9 



— No. 27. — 



Trinity House to Board of Trade. 

(H. 1746.) 



Trinity House, London, 

10 April 1872. 

I am directed to transmit, for the information of the Board of Trade, the 
accompanying correspondence which has passed between the Irish Commis- 
sioners and this Corporation, upon the subject of placing a fog horn at Roche’s 
Point, county Cork, in lieu of the bell thereat, from which it will be seen 
that the Elder Brethren have accorded their statutory approval to the alteration 
as proposed. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen. 

Harbour Department.. Board of Trade. 



Enclosures in No. 27. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 27 February 1872. 

I am directed to forward herewith copy of a letter from the Cork Harbour Commis- 
sioners, under date 26th ultimo, with copy of a letter transmitted by them from the 
Harbour Master at Queenstown, as to the necessity for a move efficient fog signal at 
Roche’s Point, near entrance of Cork Harbour; also copy of a letter from Mr. Roche, of 
London, offering to erect a steam fog signal, at an expense of 750 1. } provided one-third of 
same is borne by the Cork Harbour Board, who, however, consider such an application of 
their funds would not come properly within their province. 

The Board having referred these documents to the Committee of Inspection for report, I 
am to forward copy of same for the consideration of the Elder Brethren, and which report 
has been approved by the Commissioners of Irish Lights, who consider that if Mr. Roche 
contributes two-thirds of the expense for a Daboll’s fog signal, the remaining portion may 
fairly be charged upon the Mercantile Marine Fund; I am, therefore, to request you will 
move the Elder Brethren to give their statutory sanction to the placing of a fog signal, of 
the above description, at Roche’s Point. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Trinity House, London. (signed) W. Lees. 



Harbour Commissioners’ Office, Cork, 
Sir, 26 January 1872. 

I am directed by the Board of Cork Harbour Commissioners to transmit, for the con- 
sideration of the Commissioners of Irish Lights, copy of a report made by the .Harbour 
Master at Queenstown, recommending the erection of a fog signal at Roche’s Point, near 
the entrance to Cork Harbour. 

I also enclose copy of a letter received from Mr. Hugh II. Roche, London, proposing to 
erect a steam fog signal, at ail expense of 750 1, provided one-third of the expense was 
home by this Board. , 

The Commissioners desire nSe to express, as their unanimous opinion, that the establish- 
ment of such a form of fog signal would.be of the greatest importance to vessels using the 
Port of Cork, but consider that such an application of their funds would not come properly 
within their province, but consider it advisable to bring the subject under the notice of the 
authority properly constituted to entertain such a subject. 



The Secretary 

To the Commissioners of Irish Lights, Dublin. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) William Donegan, 

Secretary. 



Fog Signal, Roche’s Point, Cork Harbour. 

Havihg carefully considered the above subject, it is my decided opinion that this now 
most important port of call should have some efficient fog sign besides several 

know of one valiable steamer having been lost, and another put ou shore, besides severat 
sailing vessels, for want of an efficient signal in fogs. rp^g 
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The bell at present should be , and placed on the top of the cliff instead 

of, as it is, under it; as it is, every mariner using the port condemns it as useless. ’ 

I think from what I have learned from the commanders of the steamers trading t 
America, who are not supposed to stop for fog, that there is a screeching whistle on Can° 
Race quite different from the ordinary whistle used on board steamers, and thus not to be 
mistaken for one of them ; this would be the proper fog signal for Roche’s Point in con- 
nection with the fog bell, if placed as above recommended. ’ 

Failing the above, a heavy piece of ordnance fired at intervals, differing from the practice 
at present on board ship, with proper notice thereof, say, for example, one minute between 
each explosion, three to take place at a lime, with an interval of three minutes this mav 
answer ; at all events something should be done at once, and thus keep up the hio-h 
character of your magnificent harbour. 1 ° 

Allow me to add, the leading light upon the eastern bank is much required as reouested 
by the commanders of the Cork Steam Ship Company. ’ requested 

(signed) II. H. O'Bryen. 



Fog Signals. 



100, Palmerston Buildings, Old Broad-street, 
Dear Sir, London, 22 January 1872. 

I notice this subject lias been under discussion at your Board. I ‘beg now to renew 
my ofl'er of July last, viz., to erect one of those signals at or near Cork Harbour, the place 
to be selected by your Board; the cost will be 760 7.; and if your Board will subscribe one- 
tbudotihs amount, I will use every endeavour to raise the balance by subscriptions from 
the Marine Insurance Companies, shipowners, &c., of England. I have already made 
great advances m this direction, but they do not feel called upon to subscribe the whole 
amount themselves. 



W. Donegan, Esq., Secretary, 
Cork Harbour Board. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) II. H. Roche. 



Copy of Report by Committee of Inspection on Letter from Cork Harbour Board, calling 
Attention to the necessity of placing a more efficient Fog Signal at Roche’s Point. 

The Committee recommend that application be made to the Trinity Board'to be 
allowed to place a JDaboll’s Fog Signal at Roche’s Point, and that ‘Mr. Roche’s" offer, 
with reference to its erection, assuming it to be the same, be forwarded to them. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin, G February 1872. 



Extract from Letter to Irish Commissioners, dated 16th March 1872. 

“As regards the proposal for a better fog signal at Roche’s Point, the Elder Brethren 
are ready, if the expense of its erection and maintenance, as adverted to in your letter of 
the 27th ultimo, can be satisfactorily settled, to accord their statutory sanction to that 
which will undoubtedly be a more efficient signal.” 



Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

S |r > g April 1872. 

With reference to the concluding paragraph of your letter of 15th ultimo, in reply to 
my letter of 27th bebruary last, the Elder Brethren stating that they are ready to give 
their statutory sanction for the placing of a better fog signal at Roche’s Point, at entrance 
of Cork Harbour, if the expense of its erection and maintenance, as adverted to, can be 
satisfactorily, settled, I am now to forward, for any observations the Elder Brethren may 
be pleased to offer, copy of a letter from Mr. Roche, under date 6th instant, in reply to a 
letter addressed id him by this Board on the 30th ult., a copy of which herewith. 

A copy of Mr. Roche’s original letter has been transmitted in mine of 27th February. 



Secretary, Trinity House, London. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Lees . 
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Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

- sir, 30 March 1872. 

' The Cork Harbour Commissioners having forwarded to this Board copy of a letter 
forwarded to them, under date 22nd January last, in which you state you renew your offer 
to erect an improved fog signal at or near Cork Harbour, the place to be selected by them, 
at a cost of 750 provided the Harbour Board will subscribe one-third of this amount, 
you using your endeavour to raise the balance, I am directed by the Commissioners of 
Irish Lights, whose sanction is necessary, to request you will be so good as to furnish 
them with a full description of the fog signal, together with a plan or drawing of same, 
also the name of the maker, and that you will be good enough to afford them every 
information in your power. 

I am, &c. 

H. H. Roche/ Esq. (signed) W. Lees. 



gj,. London, 6 April 1872. 

Your favour 30th March to hand. In reply, beg to say that as soon as 1 have the consent 
of your Board I shall endeavour to carry out the proposal 1 made to the Cork Harbour 
Board and erect for ihem a facsimile fog signal to that erected for the Canadian Govern- 
ment, my plans and specifications for which are endorsed by them, although at the moment 
I am ’not free to send you them, this being a new invention. 

None of these signals having as yet been made here, I am not able to give you names of 
makers, but I have made arrangements with a highly respectable firm to contract the 

116 B^goo (Ten o ugh to inform your Board that I bold myself at liberty, if the proposition 
he accepted, to make use of their approval in statements of such facts to the underwriters. 

I have, &c. 

W. Lees, Esq.., Secretary, (signed) H. B. Roche. 

Irish Lights Office. 



gj r Trinity House, London, 10 April 1872. 

I am ' directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated silt instant enclosing copy of 
one from Mr. Roche, further as to the proposed fog signal at Roche s Point, and m reply 
thereto I am to observe, that Mr. Roche's letter does not enable the Elder Brethren to 
judge whether the signal proposed is the best which could be placed, but that havm 
regard to the terms on which it is intended to be provided, and to its being^ doubtless an 
improvement in the existing arrangement, the Elder Brethren li»ve no objection to offa, so 
long as tlie Irish Commissioners are satisfied that it is expedient to proceed further in the 



matter. 

W, Lees, Esq., Dublin. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Robin Allen. 



— No. 28 . — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H ' 1746 -) Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

„. Whitehall Gardens, 15 April 1872. 

R*™ »o the correspondence which .hasten 
lion of Trinity House and the ° 0 k ” d whic g has been referred to this 

mg of a fog born at Roche 6 Point, county > “ observe, for the informa- 

Department, I am directed by the ^ Boa d ^ > omspondfC e in 

tion of the Commissioners, that it do s ^ ided for . md 1 am to 

question whether the maintenance of t I i 1 d / t0 the Commissioners, 
inquire whether, when it is erected, it is to Be nancteu u 

°7am ri 8 X/h:tKhe a s^al is to he placed on the lighthouse property 
at Roche’s Point. j atn & c . 

(signed) ’ C. Cedi Trevor. 

The Secretary, 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 
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— No. 29. — 



Trinity House to Board of Trade 

(II. 3190.) 

Si r , Trinity House, London, 

Advebting to my letter of the loth April last omlnuino-'V™ It 7 7 ?' 
of the Board of Trade, correspondence uS had passed bliwee , *"0 ” ation 
sioners of Irish Lights and this Board upon the subject of Dhcino- ' ° mmis ‘ 
fog signal on Roche’s Point, entrance 'to Cork Horbn U r -md ^«nJTr° T f d 
Elder Brethren liad approved the proposed alteration, 1 am now tf> fonvlri 
further correspondence upon the subject, and to state that the Elder Bretln™ 
agreetngm opinion with the Irish Commissioners that no further delay . 
take place pending any arrangement which might be arrived at vvitii m/ R oS 
have accorded their statutory sanction to the erection of a fog signal thereat 
the most improved description. b b uereat > 

I am to request that the enclosures, with my letter of the loth Anril 
with those of this day, being in original, may be returned. 1 ’ S 4 K ' 



The Assistant Secretary, 
Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



I am, &c, 

(signed) Robin Allen. 



Enclosures in No. 29. 

Sir, Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

promos™ f 7 *° Mr. Ro^eTsJSertion as to 

Ionian. L& date “at , stating Tllas it,to°te“» 7 * 7“ 7“ 7* 

in communication with the Trinity House on the subieot fl,« r ^ C ' E ' , t ,? T |) . u ! ll ‘" l8elf 

‘rirrj m 'z&rc tr'r-* r* 

efficient system of fog signal at Roche's Point,**™ CoTLr“ouTSi!h I ,rt,v,di,, S “ 



The Secretary, Trinity House, London. 



I am, & c. 

(signed ) W. Lees. 



Sir, 100 ’ Palmerston Buildings, Old Broad-street, 

oft P-e. 

the Trinity Board here, and aive them nil . to put himself ia communication with 
we will at once communicate with you. P attIculaK , and as soon as anything transpires 

The Secretary, Irish Lights Office. , . 1 )! ave ’ 

(signed) H. II. Roche. 



Sir, Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

and to >«* 

ffie stranding of the steam ship « Nevada ” Th/!® 11 * 1 bei - g plac , e(l > and calling attention to 
Roche’s letter of the 17th ultimo a eonv , f , CommiSS10ners havil ’g had before them Mr. 
the matter of so much imoortance’thai n Jf *7 ^°a Y* 8 f en $ you 011 tlle 27tl1 ultimo, consider 
must occur pending ?'"*> ««d which doubtless 

suggestion, and they direct me to ef 2 « arnved ^ In connection with Mr. Roche’s 

proved description be at once procured fStli* P T 0n that a fo S trumpet of the most im- 
statutory sanction of the Elder Brethren a ^ a ,^ ove °hject, and 1 am to request the 

to inform this Board The dSSinfif 7? “^'“g'y.and aUo that they will be » good as 
the most efficient and suitable. ^ ^ rumpet which they, from experience, consider 



The Secretary, Trinity House, London. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Lees. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




DAUNTS ROCK (CORK HARBOUR). 



23 



Sir, . Cork, 21 June 1872. 

With reference to my communication dated 25th January last, enclosing a report of the 
harbour master at Queenstown, and expressing the views of this Board upon the necessity 
of providing an efficient system of fog signal at the entrance of Cork Harbour, I am 
directed by the Board of Harbour Commissioners to request that you will be so good as to 
move your Board to take prompt action in the matter, which in their (the Commissioners) 
judgment is of such grave import to the mercantile marine of the country. You are 
doubtless aware of the importance of Cork Harbour as a port of call for sailing and 
steam ships trading from all parts of the world, which, in the opinion of the Commissioners, 
is a strong ground for urging this matter on the attention of the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights, and of early precaution being taken to protect the shipping making for Cork 
Harbour. 

J am furthermore to direct the attention of the Commissioners of Irish Lights to the 
stranding of the steam ship “ Nevada,” and to the near escape from total loss of that vessel 
outside Cork Harbour on Monday the 16 th inst., an occurrence which, in the opinion of 
this Board, would have been avoided, did any proper means of signalling during the fog 
exist to warn the vessel of her proximity to land. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Donegan. 

The Secretary, Irish Lights Office. 



Trinity House, London, E.C., 

Sir 3 July 1872. 

Adverting to previous correspondence upon the subject of an improved fog signal to 
he placed on Roche’s Point, I am directed to acquaint you, for the information ot the Irish 
Commissioners, that the Elder Brethren fully recognise the advisability of such an im- 
provement, and I am accordingly to convey to you the statutory sanction of this Corpora- 
tion to its erection. . . 

I am to add, with reference to the latter part of your letter of the 1st mat., relative to tne 
description of fog signal which the Elder Brethren would suggest should be adopted, that 
they have referred the matter to Mr. Douglass for his opinion, and that they will com- 
municate again with the Irish Commissioners on receipt of his report. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, _ ("!"«*> RMn AlIen ’ 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin. 



— No. 30. — 



Board of Trade to Trinity House, 

(H. 3190.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
g. Whitehall Gardens, 23 July 1872. 

I am directed by tbe Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 5 th instant, forwarding further correspondence b two en .the Elder 
Brethren and the Commissioners of Irish Lights, on the subject 01 placing a 

fog signal on Roche’s Point, county Cork. -p, , n rP fW-n of the 

In reply, 1 am to state, for the information of the E der B ret hr e* of he 
Trinity House, that the Board of Trade, as at pres, sat irivised, are not disposed 

to question the propriety of it °i 8 % question for consideration 

Harbour and its approaches ; but ^ T Harbour, is the best site for a 
whether Roche’s Point, at the entrance ol Oort: Hi > d j 

first-class fog signal. Looking to the configuration t the 
recessed position' of Roche’s Point, it mig s f e ®“ halbonr say at Roberts’ 
powerful signals should be placed in advance of the ’ , at Poor Head 

Head, on the south-west, if there be no insuperable difficulty, and a Poor Hea 
on the south-east. Off the former lies Daunt Rock a a °‘ “ ' “ rB . 

half miles from Roche’s Point, too far : to Koberts > Head would cut 

mg during south-westerly gales and thick , bi the reces se'd bay 

off the sound of tbe Roche’s Point signal from reaching betwee ' 
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between the former and Kinsale Head, should a ship get there inadvertently at 
times when the signal might otherwise have been heard. y 

On the other hand Poor Head, which is three miles to the east of Roche’ 
Point, would intercept the sound for two and a half miles seaward of Smith’ 8 
Rock, near Ballycotton Island Lighthouse, and the signal consequently might 
not be so advantageously placed as a warning to the ships approaching from 
the eastward, as it would be on Poor Head, which commands a clear range on 
either side. 5 

It might therefore be urged that a ship making for Cork Harbour, either from 
east or west, should first receive timely warning from these advanced posts, and 
guided by the signals thereat, could hit the entrance pretty close until she heard 
the bell or some other sound instrument at Roche’s Point- 

I have therefore to request that you will move the Elder Brethren of the Trinity 
House to be so good as to favour this Board with any observations they may 
desire to make on the views expressed above as to the situation of the proposed 
fog signal, and I am to state that the Board have invited the observations of the 
Liverpool Shipowners’ Association, and the Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Asso- 
ciation, on this subject, which is naturally of great importance to them. 

The enclosures contained in your letter, together with those in your letter of 
the 10th April, are herewith returned as requested. 



The Secretary, Trinity House. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



- No. 31 



Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 3190.) 

Board of Trado, Harbour Department, 
bir > Whitehall Gardens, 23 July 1872. 

Referring to further correspondence between the Elder Brethren of the 
lrmity House and the Commissioners of Irish Lights on the subject of placing 
a tog signal at Roche’s Point, which has been forwarded to this department, I 
am directed by the Board of Trade to state, for the information of the Commis- 
sioners o! Irish Lights, that the Board of Trade, as at present advised, are not 
disposed to question the propriety of the establishment of efficient fog signals at 
ore Harbour and its approaches ; but they think it is a question for considera- 
tion whether Roche s Point, at the entrance of Cork Harbour, is the best site for 
a nrst-class, fog signal, booking to the configuration of the coast and the 
recessed position of Roche's Point, it might seem desirable that the most powerful 
signals should be placed m advance of the harbour, say at Roberts’ Head, 
on the south-west if there be no insuperable di fficulty, and at Poor Head on the 
south-east. Oft the lormer lies Daunt Rock, at a distance of four-and-a-haif 
miles from Roche s Point, too far to permit the steam whistle to give warning 
during south-westerly gales and thick mist, while Roberts’ Head would cut off 
e sound of the Roche s Point signal from reaching the recessed bay between 
the formei and Kinsale Head, should a ship get there inadvertently, at times 
When the signal might otherwise have been heard. 

On the other hand Poor Head, which is three miles to the east of Roche’s 
Rock 4 ’ „ n intercept the sound for two-and-a-half miles seaward of Smith’s 
V d'jcotton Island Lighthouse, and the signal consequently might 
pasiwoTfl 3 !“ n a ^ u . s y placed as a warning to the ships approaching from the 
side 5 aS 14 W ° U < be 0n ^° 01 ’ Head, which commands a clear range on either 

ea, I t t o?'w^t a 'i ere m re c be . urge ! i that a shi P mak!n S for Cork Harbour, either from 
p-uirled hvVJ T 1 receive timely warning from these advanced posts, and 
Hie bell 01 - tkereat >. °° U M hit the entrance pretty close until she heard 

the bell or some other sound instrument at Roche’s Point. 

I am 
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I am therefore to request that you will more the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights to be so good as to favour this Board with any observations they may 
desire to offer on the vtews expressed above as to the situation of the proposed 
fog signal, and I am to state that the Board have invited the observations of the 
Liverpool Shipowners Association and the Liverpool Steam Shipowners' Associa- 
' tion upon this subject, which, is naturally of great importance to them 

In conclusion , I am also to request that you will call the attention of the Com- 
missioners to the letter from this Board of the isth April last (H. 174s) on the 
same subject, to which no reply has as yet been received. 

I am, Sec. 

(signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

The Secretary, Commissioners of Irish. Lights. 



— No. 32. — 

Board of Trade to Liverpool Shipowners’ Association. 



(Id. 3190.) 



Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, Whitehall Gardens, 23 July 1872. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to state that a correspondence has lately 
taken place between the Commissioners of Irish Lights and the Elder Brethren 
of the Trinity House on the subject of a proposal to place an improved fog 
signal on Roche’s Point, County Cork. Both these bodies are agreed as to the 
desirability ot doing so, and the Board desire me to state to you for the informa 
tion of the Shipowners’ Association their views on the proposal of the Commis- 
sioners of Irish Lights and Elder Brethren. 

The Board of 'irade, as at present advised, are not disposed to question the 
propriety of the establishment of efficient fog signals at Cork Harbour and its 
approaches, but they think it is a question for consideration whether Roche’s 
Point at the entrance of Cork Harbour is the best site for a first-class fog signal. 
Looking to the configuration of the coast and the recessed position of Roche’s 
Point, it might seem desirable that the most powerful signals should be placed 
in advance of the harbour, say at Roberts’ Head on the south-west, if there be no 
insuperable difficulty, and at Poor Head on the south-east. Off the former lies 
Daunt Rock, at a distance of four-and-a-half miles from Roche’s Point, too far 
to permit the steam whistle to give warning during south-westerly gales and 
thick mist, while Roberts’ Head would cut off the sound of the Roches’ Point 
signal from reaching the recessed bay between the former and Kinsale Head, 
should a ship get there inadvertently, at times when the signal might otherwise 
have been heard. 

On the other baud Poor Head, which is three miles to the south-east of 
Roche’s Point, would intercept ilie sound for two-and-a-half miles seaward of 
Smith’s Rock, near Ballycotton Island Lighthouse; and the signal consequently 
might not be so advantageously placed as a warning to the ships approaching 
from the eastward, as it would be on Poor Head, which commands a clear range 
on either side. 

It might therefore be urged that it would be better that a ship making for 
Cork Harbour, either from the east, or west, should first receive timely warning 
from these advanced posts, and guided by signals thereat could hit the entrance 
pretty close, until she heard the bell or other sounding instrument at Roche’s 
Point. 

I am therefore to request that you will move the Association to be so good as 
to favour this Board with any observations they may desire to make on the 
views expressed above as to the situation of the proposed fog signal. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Cecil C. Trevor. 



The Secretary, Shipowners’ Association, Liverpool. 



0.67. 
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— No. 33. — 



Board of Trade to Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Association. 
(H. 3190.) 

(Similar Letter to No. 32.) 



— No 34. — 



Liverpool Shipowners’ Association to Board of Trade. 



(H-3534-) 

Sir, Liverpool, 31 July 1872. 

We are directed by the Committee for managing the affairs of this Associa- 
tion to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant, which has 
been submitted to them at a meeting held this afternoon. 

We send you copy of resolution come to on this subject. 



We are, &c. 

(signed) Field fy Moss , 

The Assistant Secretary, Secretaries. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade, 

Whitehall Gardens, London, S.W. 



Enclosure in No. 34. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Liverpool Shipowners’ Association, held on 
Wednesday the 31st July 1872. 

Present: — Philip Nelson, Esq. (in the chair), &c\, &c., &c. 

Approaches to Cork Harbour. — Proposed Fog Signal.. 

It was resolved — That in the opinion of the Association it would be very advisable 
that efficient fog signals should be placed on the promontories both to the eastward and 
westward of the approach to Cork Harbour, viz., the old Head of Kin, sale to the west- 
ward, and Poor Head to the eastward, and this Association further suggest that Daunt’s 
Rock should have a light-ship with a fog bell placed near it, which they think could well 
be made into a pilot and (if practicable) a telegraph and postal station. 

Extracted from the proceedings. 

Field fr Moss , Secretaries. 



— No. 35. — 

The Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Association to Board of Trade. 

(H. 3787.) 

Sir, Liverpool, 19 August 1872. 

Youh letter, H. 3190, upon the subject of proposed fog signals near Queens- 
town, has been carefully considered by the General Committee of this Associa- 
tion, and several of the masters of large steamers engaged in the trade between 
Liverpool and New York have been consulted upon the question, and I now beg 
to lay before you the views which the Association adopt. 

They agree with the Board of Trade in considering that it is advisable that 

there 
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there should be fog signals on both sides of Queenstown Harbour, instead of one 
signal at Roche’s Point alone, and that the signal to the south-east shonld be at 
Poor Head. 

With regard to the position of the signal to the south-west, they are of opinion 
that it will be much more serviceable at the Old Head of Kinsale than anywhere 
else. On that point being made, and the hearings taken with a cast of the lead 
at the same time, a fair approximate position for shafting a course towards 
Queenstown will be obtained. It will be advisable to provide that the two 
signals should be different altogether in character, so that it will be impossible 
to mistake the one for the other; for notwithstanding the distance which will 
intervene between them, mistakes might arise in very thick weather. It is very 
important to have a signal upon Roche’s Point, and the Association would suggest 
that a very powerful bell should be placed there in lieu of the small and wholly 
inefficient bell now used. With regard to Daunt’s Rock, the Association trust 
that there has been no change in the opinion of the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights stated in their letter of the 5 th April last to this Association, that it will 
be proper to erect a lighthouse on Roberts’ Head, giving a white light of a dis- 
tinctive character, and showing a beam ofred light over the rock. 

Until some means be taken efficiently to mark Daunt’s Rock, the principal 
point of danger upon the coast near Queenstown will still remain unguarded. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Gray Hill, 

The Assistant Secretary, Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



— No. 36 . — 

Trinity House to Board of Trade. 

(H. 3788.) Trinity House, London, E.C., 

Sir, 19 August 1872 . 

Having laid before the Board your letter of the 23 rd ult., further on the 
subject of placing a fog signal on Roche’s Point, at the entrance to Cork Harbour, 
and submitting for consideration whether it may be desirable that in addition 
thereto powerful signals should also be placed in advance of the harbour, 
say at Roberts’ Head or Poor Head ; 1 am directed to acquaint you that the 
Elder Brethren having again given careful consideration to the whole subject, 
are of opinion that the question of establishing three signals for this one harbour 
would be very much one of expense, and no doubt with the valuable property 
daily resorting to Cork Harbour, such an outlay might be justifiable ; but it 
must be for those upon whom that expense would fall to say whether they are 
prepared and willing to bear it. , , . „ , , „ . . . 

If it is understood that a fog trumpet can be established on Roche s Point with 
an expenditure of only one-third of its cost price, out of the Mercantile Marine 
Fund, it might, in conjunction with the Bell Buoy which marks the Daunt Rock, 
be made, in the opinion of the Elder Brethren, sufficient for entering theharbom, 
hut if it be thought worth while to establish the additional signals on Poor Head 
and Roberts' Head, care must be taken to secure m the first place a sufficiently 

distinct character for each. , r . r . • +la 

It seems to the Elder Brethren that in that case a powerful fog whistle ^vvould 
be more suitable for Poor Head than for Roche s Point (assummg that there > are 
facilities for supplying water, fuel, and necessaries for the keepers) .and would no 
doubt be a great bool to vessels approaching the harbour bom the eastwaid 
Upon Roberts’ Head the Elder Brethren are of opinion that . gun wot .Id be 

the most effective to give sufficient ™rnmg that vesse s were approach n the 

be reconsidered. The 

0.67. E 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



The annual expenditure in respect of these three signals is a matter requiring 
serious consideration, but if the local trade, or those interested in vessels calling 
at this harbour, are willing to contribute the necessary tolls for their mainte- 
nance, the Elder Brethren are prepared to give their statutory sanction to the 
suggested establishments ; but they, before doing so, would be glad to hear the 
opinion which the Board of Trade may obtain from Liverpool on the subject, in 
answer to their invitation. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) J. Inglis. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



— No. 3 7. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 3821 .) Irish Lights Office, West m orel an d-s treet, 

Sir, Dublin, 22 August 1872. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Irish Lights to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 23rd ultimo (H. 3190) on subject of improved foo- 
signals being placed at the approaches to Cork Harbour, and I have iu reply to 
state, that this Board fully concur with the suggestion contained in your letter 
of placing a powerful fog signal on Roberts’ Head and also on Poor Head, as 
there can be no doubt such signals would be of great advantage to vessels ap- 
proaching that harbour in thick weather. The Board, however, consider these 
signals should possess perfectly distinctive characteristics, and would also suggest 
that the very inferior fog signal at Roche’s Point be largely improved. I am to 
state, that the Inspector of Lights concur in the above. 

With reference to the observation contained in the concluding paragragh of 
your letter, stating “ the Board of Trade had not received any reply to their letter 
“ of the 17 tli April last (H. 1746) on the same subject,” l am to acquaint you, 
the Commissioners not having beard anything satisfactory of or from Mr. 
Roche, are not in a position to make any reply, and aie inclined to consider his 
proposition as at an end. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) IK Lees. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



— No. 38. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 3821.) Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

w ° ir » Whitehall Gardens, 3 September 1872. 

. , TH reference to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, relative to placing fog 
signals at the entrance to Cork Harbour, I am directed by the Board of 
I rade to transmit to you, for the information of the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights, , copies, of letters which have been received from the Liverpool Ship- 
owners Association and the Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Association on the 
subject. 1 

In order to assist them in forming an opinion upon the several proposals which 
have been made, the Board of Trade would be glad to be furnished with separate 
estimates of the expense of the carrying out and maintenance of each portion of 
, ? se proposals, as well as of the proposal which was contained in the letter from 
this office of the 23rd July last (H. 3190). 

I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

The Secretary, Commissioners of Irish Lights. 
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— No. 39. — 

Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

(H. 3821.) Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, Whitehall Gardens, 3 September 1872. 

With reference to your letter of the 39th ultimo, relative to the best mode 
of marking the entrance of Cork Harbour, aud the wish which is expressed in the 
concluding paragraph of that letter, that the Elder Brethren may hear the opinion 
which the Board of Trade may obtain from Liverpool on the subject, I am 
directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you, for the information of the 
Corporation of Trinity House, copies of letters which have been received from the 
Liverpool Shipowners'’ Association, and the Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Associ- 
ation, on the subject, and to state that the Board will be glad to be favoured with 
any further observations that the Elder Brethren may desire to offer. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Trinity House. (signed.) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 40. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 4224.) Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 

Sir, Dublin, 2 October 1872. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Irish Lights to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 3rd ultimo (H. 3821), enclosing copies of the letters received 
from the Liverpool Shipowners’ Association and the Liverpool Steam Ship- 
owners’ Association, on the subject of fog signals off and at the entrance of 
Cork Harbour, and requesting the opinion of this Board 011 the several proposals, 
and also asking for separate estimates of the probable cost ot each, as well as 
those suggested in your letter of the 23rd July last (H. 3190'). . 

In reply, I have now to enclose copy of a report from the engineer of this 
Board, furnishing approximate estimates on these various matters, from which it 
appears — 

£. s. d. 

1st. Cost of a powerful B’og Bell at Roche’s Point - 770 - - 



2nd. A second order Light on Roberts’ Head - 
Annual Cost of Maintenance - 



- 3,100 - 

290 - 



3rd. A third order Light on Roberts’ Head 
Annual Cost of Maintenance - 

4th. A Light-ship off Daunt’s Rock 
Annual Cost of Maintenance - 



2,340 

175 



- 6,500 

- 1,300 



5th. A Fog Horn Establishment at Poor Head 
Annual Cost of Maintenance - 



1,600 - - 

80 - - 



6th. A Gun at Old Head of Kinsale, say - - 800 - - 

Annual Cost of Maintenance, exclusive of Powder 3° 10 - 



Having carefully considered these various suggestions, this Board is of the 
opinion that, considering the enormous amount of shipping calling at or oil 
0 ° e 3 Queenstown 
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Queenstown (little short of 3,000,000 tons per annum), the marking of its an 
proaches ought to be made as perfectly efficient as modern science can devise 
We therefore recommend that, instead of the existing almost worthless bell at 
Roche’s Point, there should be substituted the large one suggested bv 
Mr. Sloane. ° ^ 

As respects the Poor Head, this Board fully concurs in the view, that a 
powerful fog trumpet (or possibly a gun) should be placed on it, as doubtless 
it would often be of great value in enabling a ship to ascertain her exact 
position. 

As regards the better marking of D aunt’s Rock, this Board cannot perceive 
any grounds for altering the views expressed in their letter of the 9th March 
last, and for the reasons therein given, rejects the idea of placing a lio-ht- 
ship off that rock, and continues of the opinion that for its most effective 
marking, a light ought to be placed on Roberts’ Head, with or without a fog 

signal. If the latter proposal be adopted, and a permanent establishment be 

maintained there, this Board is of the opinion that the moderate additional cost 
of a lighthouse on that head would be fully justified. It is gratifying to this 
Board to find that the Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Association fully concur 
in these views. 

In reference to the suggestion of that association, that a fog signal should be 
placed on the Old Head of Kinsale, as the best point for sucli, to the west- 
ward of Queenstown, this Board is of the opinion that if such an idea be 
adopted, it may be unnecessary to place one on Roberts’ Head, placing there a 
light only, and that if such signal be placed oil the Old Head, it should be gun; 
but this Board is not without grave doubts as to its expediency, or that it could 
he made an effective fog signal. The platform on which the lighthouse establish- 
ment is placed is from 130 to 140 feet above the sea, and as sound has a 
tendency to pass upward rather than downwards or horizontal, it is questionable 
if a gun placed at such a height would be heard at any considerable distance, and 
therefore it might rather lead into danger than out of it. The gun could not, 
with any safety, he placed lower down the headland, because in bad weather 
the sea washes it to its top. The Commissioners, however, have no hesitation 
in recommending, that this important headland be lit with gas, and thus possess 
the facility of increasing the power of the light according to the state of the 
weather. 

1 here is one point which has not yet been adverted to in the various con- 
siderations in relation to the improving the marking of the approaches to Queens- 
town, which this Board is desirous of bringing before the consideration of the 
Board of Trade, viz., the very inferior character of the light at Roche’s Point. 
Were it. only a light to guide ships into Queenstown and Cork, it might be 
deemed sufficient as a harbour light for such a purpose, but considering the vast 
amount of shipping resorting to that part of the coast from all parts of the world, 
it is in reality one of the most important lights on the coast. This Board is of 
the opinion, that under these circumstances, and lying as it does so much 
recessed, it ought to be made as effective a light as possible. Instead, therefore, 
of its being a second order catoptric light showing red to seaward, this Board 
considers that it ought to be a first order dioptric of gas, of a distinctive character, 
showing white. Were this change adopted, together with the foregoing sugges- 
tions, this Board believes that the approaches to Queenstown would be marked 
as effectively as can be desired. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Owen Armstrong, 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. for Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. 40. 

Irish Lights Office, 12 September 1872. 

As directed, I have read letters from Board of Trade relative to placing fog signals at 
the entrance to Cork Harbour, also copies ofletters enclosed from Liverpool Shipowners 
Association, and also from Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Association, along with copy of 

letter 
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letter of 23rd July last (H. 3190), and in compliance with Board’s order of 6th instant, I 
have prepared approximate estimates of the different proposals as follows: — 

Large Fog Bell at Roche’s Point, say 60 cwt., at 1 s. 6 d. 

per lb. - -- -- -- -- 

Machine for ditto ------- 

Erection and Carriage ------ 

£. 770 - - 



Light on Roberts’ Head, if second order: 

Buildings 1,500 _ _ 

Lantern - ------ 800 - - 

Apparatus ------ - - 800 - - 



£. 3,100 - - 



Light on Roberts’ Head, if third order : 

Buildings - -- -- -- - 1,600 - - 

Lantern - -- -- -- - 450 - - 

Apparatus ------- - 380 - - 



£. 2,340 - - 



Maintenance of second order, per annum - - - 290 - - 

Maintenance of third order, per annum - - - 175 - - 

Light-ship off Daunt’s Rock : 

Cost of Ship, ------- 6,500 - - 

Maintenance, per annum ----- 1,300 - - 



Fog House on Poor Head ------ 650 - - 

Dwelling for Keeper ------ 700 - — 

Maintenance - - - - 80 - - 

Erection and Carriage ------ 250 - - 



£. 1,680 - - 



Gun, probably for Old Head, similar to that at Rathlin 



Island : 

Dwelling for Gunner, with Magazine and Carriage - 800 - - 

Pay to Gunner ------- 36 10 - 



£. s. d. 

420 - - 

200 - - 
150 - - 



I am not able either to arrive at size of gun or price. I have endeavoured to estimate the 
probable cost of each of the fog signals, but their positions is a matter for the Board’s con- 
sideration ; and although a fog gun is not mentioned in the correspondence, I have pre- 
sumed that as it is considered advisable that the marking of Poor Head and Old Head 
should be different, a gun would be probably adopted at either place. 

I am, &c. 

W. Lees, Esq., (signed) John 8. Sloane. 

&c. &c. 



— No. 41. — 

Trinity House to Board of Trade. 

(H. 4243.) Trinity House, London, 

Sir, 3 October 1872. 

Having laid before the Board your letter (H. 3788) of the 3rd instant, 
enclosing copies of a correspondence received from the Liverpool Shipowners 
Association and the Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Association, relative to the 
best mode of marking the entrance to Cork Harbour, I am directed to submit 
the following observations for the information of the Board of Trade. 

The suggestions of the two associations coincide with that of the Elder 
Brethren as to placing a fog signal on Poor Head and one at Roches Point, but 
both concur in recommending the Old Head of Kinsale as the site for the 
0.67 . e 4 Western 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




32 



CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



Western signal, proposing also to mark Daunt’s Rock, the one by a light vessel 
the other by a lighthouse on Robert’s Head. ° 1 

As respects Daunt’s Rock and Robert’s Head, the Elder Brethren have mor 
than once expressed their opinion that a light on Roberts’ Head could only be 
useful as a thwart light for marking Daunt’s Rock, and that the best way of 
warning navigation of that danger would be to place a liglit-ship to the south 
ward of it ; they still remain of this opinion, and would add that a powerful foo- 
signal should be placed on board the light-ship. The Old Head of Kinsahf 
being 16 miles from Roche's Point, is at too great a distance for use as a signal 
station for vessels entering Cork Harbour. 8 

The Commissioners of Irish Lights have expressed an opinion that there is 
not good holding ground for a light-vessel in the proposed position, but the 
Elder Brethren are not aware that this opinion has been confirmed by actual 
survey. 

Hitherto the establishment of a light vessel to mark the Daunt’s Rock has 
been a subject of question as respects the authority upon whom the expense of 
it should fall. The Elder Brethren have concurred with the Board of Trade in 
thinking that the cost should not be borne by the passing trade, but by the local 
authorities, while the harbour authorities of Cork have considered that the 
charges should not be borne solely by the trade of the port. If, however, it may 
be assumed that the Liverpool shipowners and steam shipowners’ societies, in 
recommending the establishment of lights and signals, imply their willingness to 
pay for them, the Board of Trade may see fit to charge the cost and maintenance 
upon the Mercantile Marine Fund, and to levy a toll only upon vessels entering 
or calling for orders at Queenstown in the same manner as for the other local 
lights borne upon the Mercantile Marine Fund ( see page III. of the Consolidated 
Tables of Light Duties), and the Elder Brethren would see no objection to such 
an arrangement. 

It results, therefore, that if the financial arrangements can be satisfactorily 
settled, the Elder Brethren would be prepared to give their statutory sanction to 
place alight ship to the southward of Daunt’s Rock, having on board a powerful 
fog signal, to establish a powerful fog signal on Poor Head, and another on 
Roche’s Point, taking care that unmistakable distinction is maintained between 
the sounds of the different signals. 

The nature and character of the various fog signals is a matter upon which 
the Elder Brethren desire to withhold their opinion until after the return of a 
committee of their body, who are at present investigating the subject in Canada 
and tlie United States of America. 

I am, See. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



■ No. 42. - 



Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

(H. 4243.) Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

° ir ' Whitehall Gardens, 11 October 1872. 

With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of marking Cork 
Harbour, I am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you, for the i u for- ^ 
mation of the Corporation of Trinity House, the enclosed letter which has been 
received from the Commissioners of Irish Lights upon the subject, and to sug- 
gest that if possible the Corporation and the Commissioners should adopt a pro- 
posal which could be submitted by the Commissioners and sanctioned by the 
Corporation in the usual statutory manner, so that the Board of Trade could put 
it before the shipping interest, stating that on the understanding that the shipping 
which uses Cork Harbour, or calls off it, will pay a sufficient toll to defray such 
expenditure as may be incurred in improving the marking of the harbour, the 
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Board of Trade will sanction tlie expenditure which will be necessary to carry 
out the arrangement which may be finally agreed to. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Trinity House. (signed) Thomas Gray. 



— No. 43. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 4243.) Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, Whitehall Gardens, 11 October 1872. 

With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of marking Cork 
Harbour, I am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you, for the infor- 
mation of the Commissioners of Irish Lights, the enclosed letter which has been 
received from the Corporation of Trinity House upon the subject, and to sug- 
gest that, if possible, the Corporation and the Commissioners should adopt a 
proposal which could be submitted by the Commissioners and sanctioned by the 
Corporation in the usual statutory manner, so that the Board of Trade could put 
it before the shipping interest, stating that, on the understanding that the shipping 
which uses Cork Harbour, or calls off it, will pay a sufficient toll to defray such 
expenditure as may be incurred in improving the marking of the harbour, the 
Board of Trade will sanction the expenditure which will be necessary to carry 
out the arrangements which may be finally agreed to. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) Thomas Gray. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 44. — 



Trinity House to Board of Trade. 

(H. 5209.) Trinity House, London, 

Sir, 6 December 1872. 

Adverting to previous correspondence, and more particularly to your letter 
dated llth October last, on the subject of marking the approaches to Cork 
Harbour, I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of the Board of 
Trade, that with a view of expediting matters, the Elder Brethren suggested to 
the Irish Commissioners that a deputation from their Board should come to 
London, so that the subject might be fully discussed and some definite arrange- 
ment arrived at ; and that this suggestion having been concurred in, a deputation 
consisting of Mr. Bewley, Mr. Crosthwait, Captain Knott, and Mr. Stirling, with 
Mr. Lees, the Secretary to the Board, met the Elder Brethren at this house on 
the 12th ultimo, and again on the 15th ultimo. 

# * * * * 

I am now to enclose, for the information of the Board of Trade, the accom- 
panying copies of correspondence consequent thereon, by which it will be seen 
that a definite proposal for the marking of Cork Harbour has received con- 
ditionally, on a satisfactory settlement of the financial question, the statutory 
sanction of this Corporation, 

* • * * * 

I have, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Robin Alien. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



0.67. 
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Enclosure 3 , in No. 44 

t Sir » r • • , „ , Trinity House, London, 13 November 187* 

In conformity with the understanding come to at the conference between the denutotL, 
from the Commissioners for Irish Lights and the members of this Board, held yesterday a 
this house, on the subject of the best mode of lighting and otherwise marking the apnro JJ! 
to Cork Harbour, I am directed to transmit the following memorandum of the arrant 
ments understood to be agreed on, and to state that on receiving from you a formal nronn^i 
m accordance therewith, .the Elder Brethren will have great pleasure in giving their statE 
sanction to the same. ° lor J 

First, then, having regard to the importance and constantly increasing amount of the 
trade using Cork Harbour, and to tire desirability of offering every facility for navimt ™ 
of a peculiarly rapid and valuable character, it was agreed, upon the understand ino- that an 
adequate toll be levied on vessels calling at Queenstown or Cork, for its due mamtenanre 
that a light-ship be placed outside the Daunt’s Rock to show a red revolving li.ht anti that 
it be also fitted with a powerful fog trumpet on the Holmes or Dnboll principle” and worked 
by a Caloric engine. 1 

2nd. That to assist tile approach of vessels from the eastward a similar foo- sicnal but 
distinctive m the character of the blast, be placed on Poor Head, and a third or alarae 
bell, at Bodies Point, and that the light at Roche's Point should be changed from rid 
revolving to a 1st order dioptric (gas) white of distinctive character. 

3r<L That having regard to these arrangements, the consideration of a fog signal at the 
Old Head of Kinsale be deferred, particularly as the question of a fog signal of this character 
at the hastnet, where it will best mark the landfall of the Irish' coast, will shortly come 
under consideration, but that if the Irish Commissioners are desirous of improving the light 
at Kinsale by the substitution of gas for oil, the Elder Brethren have no objection to offer. 



The Secretary, 

Irish Lights Commissioners. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) R. Allen. 



Enclosure 2 , in No. 44. 



Sir, 



Trinity House, London, 23 November 1872. 



Adverting to the further interview with which the Elder Brethren were favoured by a 
deputation from the Irish Lights Commissioners on the 15tli instant, I am directed to 
the subjoined particulars of the agreement then arrived at to be 
course 1 ’ tS B ° a ‘ d W1 Vdve great pleasure ,n accol ' di "£ their statutory sanction in due 

ll § ,lt at Roche’s Point, already determined on as dioptric white, and pro- 
wSrfJmT S 10U d be fi , x , ed > and lls distinctiveness secured, if the surrounding rocks 
ll Jii “Sk ° f ]t ’ by a second shown from a window in the tower, at 38 to 40 feet 
oeiow the present one. 



The Secretary, Irish Lights Office. 



I am, & c. 

(signed) Robin Allen. 



Enclosure 3. in No. 44. 

c- Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

-e , ,, 30 November 1872. 

r • i * ? j*i! en f e t0 the recent conferences a deputation from the Commissioners of Irish 
.Lights had the honour of having with the Deputy Master and Elder Brethren of the Trinity 
t | le 12th and 15th instant, and in accordance with your letters of the 13th and 
_3id instant, submitted to the Board at their meeeting on yesterday, I have to request the 
die^fnTaS^etters ^ ^ - fnnity House to the several proposed works and changes embo- 

1 also enclose, for the information of the Elder Brethren, copy of letters received from 
the undermentioned parties on subject of the proposal of your Board of the 3rd Ociober, 
and which was forwarded by the Board of Trade to this department on the llth instant, 
thereoii aVin ^ bGGn S6nt t0 tbe P ai ‘ f ‘ es p °r any observations they might wish to offer 

Liverpool Shipowners’ Association, 4th November 1872 ; Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ 
Association, 6th November 1872; Cork Harbour Commissioners, 14th November 1872. 



The Secretary, Trinity House, Loudon . 



I am, See. 

(signed) W. Lees. 
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Enclosure 4, in No. 44. 

Sir. Trinity House, London, 6 December 1872. 

I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 30th ultimo, adverting to the 
proposed works and changes which were agreed upon at the recent conferences between a 
deputation from the Irish Light Commissioners and the Elder Brethren of this Corporation, 
and requesting statutory sanction to the several proposals as embodied in my letters of the 
13th and 23rd ultimo, as follows, viz. : — 

1 st. For the better marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour. 

A light -vessel outside the Daunt’s Rock to show red revolving, and to be fitted with a 
powerful fog trumpet; a powerful fog trumpet on Poor Head, and a third or a large bell at 
Roche’s Point. 

The Roche’s Point Light (at present red revolving) to be changed to a fixed white 
dioptric produced from gas, with a second light to be shown (providing the surrounding 
rocks will admit of it) from a window in the tower 38 or 40 feet below the present one. 

The light on the Old Head of Kinsale to be improved by the substitution of gas for oil. 

2nd. As respects other lights. 

* # * » # * ~ * » * 

In reply, I am now to state that the Elder Brethren approve these changes, &c. as enu- 
merated above, and hereby notify their statutory sanction to the same, subject, as respect 
the Cork Harbour question, to the satisfactory settlement of financial arrangements. 

I am further to state, with reference to that part of the correspondence from the Liverpool 
Shipowners’ Association and the Cork Harbour Commissioners, forwarded in your letter of 
the 30th ultimo, which relates to the fog signal system on the south and west coasts, that 
there had been some idea that a signal at the Fastnet was to be preferred to one at Kinsale, 
but that as the difficulties of establishing a powerful trumpet at Fastnet wbuld be very 
great, the Elder Brethren will be prepared to consider the alternative of Kinsale when 
the arrangements are more advanced; and as respect the observations in the same cor- 
respondence, as to the fund from which the expenses for the improvements in the neighbour- 
hood of Cork Harbour shoujd be provided, the Elder Brethren have already expressed 
opinions relative thereto in niy letter to the Board of Trade, dated 3rd October last, with 
copy of which it would appear that you were furnished by that department on the 11th of 
the same month ; and I am now only to repeat that they have accorded their statutory 
sanction to these improvements, on the distinct understanding that an adequate toll be levied 
in such manner as may be hereafter determined to meet the expenditure, suggesting finally 
that the Board of Trade should be furnished by you, for their guidance in this matter, with 
the number and tonnage of vessels to whom these improvements will he of undoubted 
value ; although if there be no misunderstanding as to the alleged facts that vessels 
entering Queenstown already pay to the Harbour Commissioners 3,000 Z. or 4,000_Z. yearly, 
for which they receive no benefit, 8tc., it may also be expedient to call the attention of the 
Board of Trade to that circumstance. 

I am, &c. 

. (signed) Robin Allen. 



— No. 45. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 5208.) Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 

Si r Dublin, 6 December 1872. 

With reference to your letter of the 11th October last (H. 4243), forwarding 
a letter from the Trinity House under date the 3rd of same, relative to the 
better marking of the approaches 10 Cork Harbour, I am directed to acquaint 
you that copies of those documents were transmitted to the Liverpool Ship- 
owners’ Association, the Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Association, and the Cork 
Harbour Commissioners, with the request they would favour this Board with 
any observations they might wish to make thereon, and 1 have now the honour 
to submit, for the information of the Board of Trade, copies of replies received 
from the several bodies, copies having been also forwarded to the Elder Brethren. 

At the suggestion of the Trinity House, a deputation from this Board pro- 
ceeded to London, and hud, on the 12th and 15th ultimo, lengthened interview's 
with the Elder Brethren in connection with the important question as to me 
better marking of the entrance to Cork Harbour; copies of the results arrived 
at at such interviews, are herewith enclosed. 

The statutory sanction of the Trinity House having been requested to toe 
0 q 7 p 2 measures 
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measures embodied in their letters of the 13th and 23rd ultimo, this Board deem 
it right that the Board of Trade should be so informed. 

*■*#*## # # 

As requested, the enclosure in your letter of the 11th October is herewith 
returned, a copy being retained in this office. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) IV. Lees , Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 45. 

Shipowners’ Association, Liverpool, 

Sir, 4 November 1872. 

The Committee for managing the affairs of this association have, at their monthly meet- 
ing to-day, taken into consideration your favour of 23rd ultimo, transmitting copies of 
correspondence from the Board of Trade and Trinity House on the subject of the better 
marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour; and I am directed to enclose copy of a resolu- 
tion which this committee arrived at on a former occasion, and to inform you that they 
have no reason to alter the opinion expressed in that resolution ; and that with regard to 
the proposed payment of the cost and maintenance of the lights, this association are now 
in communication with the Government to urge the total abolition of light dues, and they 
could not under any circumstances agree to the proposal contained in the letter of the 
Trinity House, dated 3rd ultimo. 

I am, See. 

W. Lees, Esq., Secretary, (signed) Samuel Field, 

Irish Lights Office. Secretary. 



(Copy.) 

Shipowners’ Association, Liverpool, 

(5 November 1872. 

At a Meeting of the Committee held on the 31st July 1872, — 

Present: 

Mr. Philip Nelson in the Chair, &c. &c. &c. 

Approaches to Cork Harbour. — Proposed Fog Signals. 

Read, a letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Harbour Department, Board of Trade, 
stating that a correspondence had lately taken place between the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights and the Elder Brethren of Trinity House on the subject of the proposal to place an 
improved fog signal on Roche’s Point, and expressing doubt as to the most appropriate 
position for the establishment of such signals, and requesting this association to transmit 
any observations they might desire to make on the views expressed as to the situa- 
tion of it. 

It was Resolved, That in the opinion of this association it would be very advisable that 
efficient fog signals should be placed on the promontories both to the eastward and west- 
ward of the approach to Cork Harbour; viz., the Old Head of Kinsale to the westward, 
and Poor Head to the eastward; and this association further suggest that Daunt’s Rock 
should have a light-ship, with a fog bell placed near it, which they think could well be 
made into a pilot, and (if practicable) a telegraph and postal station. 

The secretaries were directed to send a copy of' the above resolution to the Board of 
Trade. 

Extracted from the Proceedings. 

(signed) Samuel Field, Secretary. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 45. 

The Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Association. 

10, Water-street, Liverpool, G November 1872. 

iour letters of the 23rd October and 1st November, and the enclosed copies of corre- 
spondence relative to proposed lights and fog signals near Cork Harbour, have been fully 
considered by this association. 

The 
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The plan now proposed differs from that suggested by the association in some parti- 
culars. With regard to the marking of Daunt’s Rock, the association are content to defer 
to the judgment of your Board and the Trinity House, as to whether a light-ship would he 
preferable to a lighthouse on the headland above the Rock. The former would, no doubt, 
be the best if it could be made perfectly secure against danger of drifting. 

A powerful fog signal on the light-ship would be no doubt a great benefit, but the associ- 
ciation are anxious that the desirability of placing a fog signal of the greatest power on the 
Old Head of Kinsale may not be lost sight of. They \vould*be very glad to have both 
signals, but in default of both being provided, it is worthy of consideration whether it is 
not more important to have one on the Old Head rather than nearer to Roche’s Point. The 
Old Head is the point first made. From thence the course to Queenstown is taken. 

With regard to the fund out of which the costs of the lights and signals are to be 
defrayed, the association feel very strongly that it should not fall on the vessels entering 
Queenstown. Those vessels already pay to the Cork Harbour Commissioners a revenue of 
3,000 l- to 4,000 l. yearly, for which they receive no benefit at all. The Harbour Commis- 
sioners have a total income of about 30,000 l. a year. The whole of this income is spent 
upon improvement in the River Lee and at Cork ; and although the calling of Atlantic 
steamers, which contribute the chief amount of the dues on vessels entering the harbour at 
Queenstown, has proved very beneficial to all persons interested in the harbour of Cork, 
yet nothing whatever has been done for their benefit 

The association, therefore, protest most strongly against further dues being levied upon 
vessels calling at Queenstown to defray the expense of the light and fog signals, and con- 
siders that the present fund of the Commissioners should be applied to that object. 

“Yours, See. 

The Secretary, Irish Lights Office, (signed) Gray Hill , Secretary. 

Westmoreland-street, Dublin. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 45. 



Sir, Cork, 14 November 1872. 

With reference to your letter dated 23rd ultimo, enclosing copies of correspondence 
from the Board of Trade and the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House on the better 
marking of Cork Harbour by means of fog signals, I am directed by this Board to ac- 
quaint you, for the information of the Commissioners of Irish Lights, that the letters referred 
to have been carefully considered by a Committee of this Board in conjunction with the 
harbour master of the port, and their report does not altogether coincide with the views 
of the Elder Brethren. The Committee consider that the establishment of these fog 
signals, as suggested, in such proximity to each other, would greatly embarrass mariners 
making for Cork Harbour, and be more calculated to mislead than otherwise, consequent 
upon the difficulty there would be in distinguishing one from the other. It is the opinion 
of the Committee, which has been sanctioned by this Board, that great benefit would be 
afforded to shipping generally were a light-ship placed to the southward of Daunt s Rock, 
having a powerful steam fog signal on board ; a large piece of ordnance placed on Roche’s 
Point, which could be fixed in times of fogs, and a fog signal on the Old Head of Kinsale; 
The Board consider these signals and the light-ships would thoroughly and efficiently mark 
the harbour, and enable the mariner to ascertain ins position when on the coast. 

With reference to that portion of the correspondence relating to the maintenance of the 
signals and the manner in which the finances for such are to be raised, the Commissioners 
desire to state that as this is a matter of Imperial import, they do not consider a local tax 
ought to be imposed on vessels frequenting the port ol Cork. 

I have, &c. 

William Lees, Esq., Secretary, (signed) William Donegan, 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. ecre ar 7‘ 



— N°. 46. — 

Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

m *200 ) Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

g ir ' ‘ b Whitehall Gardens, 24 December 1872. 

I am directed by tie Board of Trade to acknowledge ti.e receipt of your letter 
of the 6th instant, in which, with reference to previous oorrespondenoe and more 

particularly to their letter of the lltn October last (H. 4 ), o J 

marking the approaches to Cork Harbour, you state that a deputation on the 
0.67. * 3 J 
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subject from the Commissioners of Irish Lights with their Secretary met H 
Elder Brethren of the Trinity House on the 12th ultimo, and again on the I stt 
ultimo. a 10111 

You also transmit the correspondence which has taken place consequent imm, 
that deuutafaon, from which it appears that a definite proposal for the marldiw 
of Cork Harbour has, conditionally on a satisfactory settlement of the financial 
question, received the statutory sanction of the Corporation, and that sever 
other alterations, as enumerated therein, have also received their formal sanction 



In reply to that portion of the correspondence respecting the arrangements 
Harbour, to which the Corporation have con- 



for marking the entrance to Cork ,, „„„ ma unporation Have con 

ditiomd y conveyed their statutory sanction, 1 am to state, with respect to the 
proposal to place a light-vessel off Daunt’s Rock, that it. the opinion of AdraX 
Bedford, otic of the professional officers of the Board, it is very uncertain whether 
a iglit-vessel would maintain its position there; and I am to request that further 
consideration may be given to this part of the question, for where, as in the pre- 
sent case, the traffic is so enormous, any uncertainty on the point must involve 
. serious consequences. 

So far as is known at present, the bottom in the vicinity of Daunt’s Rock does 
n r0 7-f! good holding ground, and if the Coningbeg light-vessel occa- 
sionally drifts much more might one m the proposed position be likely to part- 
and should this happen, then there would be Kinsale Head and Roche’s Point 
tights exhibiting the same characteristics, viz. : powerful fixed gas lights the 
only distinction being a lower light shown from a window in Roche’s Point Tower 
whose range will probably be considerably less than that of the upper )i»kt and 
invisible at times. 1 be consequence of this might bo a liability to mislead, when 
ships uncertain of their position should make this part of the coast 
Whe.f aSS T'"8' the permanence of the Daunt light-vessel, the question arises 
RockS P ” s ” ac f sa f- v '° the expense of a 1st order dioptric light at 

Ikhta Rdf’ d H °“ 1 ^ abo “ t l -° T nr mllcs from the Rock, and with the powerful 
Jigivts at Ballycotton and Kinsale Head on either hand. 

of cS w*? ese i iglltS be , C ?T invisibIe t0 guide ships towards the mouth. 

. . , Harbour, they would have to depend upon the fog signals mid it was 

dSfon^rigfoS nCe ‘° " le ma,kinS byf ° 8 ' si h™lAhat the present 

He I adXd I T)„!,°r,t I) R illt . ?V that “i 0 f ° s , si S mlIs proposed to be placed at Poor 
Head and Daunt Rock light-vessel, wlucli will be only six miles apart, are to be 

that^ k S r a ' - V 7 of V"** wMst tho Bo “ r<1 of Trade are advised 

(Efferent * b ® m0te desirable 'hat the sounds as well as the intervals should be 

thinHw tt S ad ™ ed the Boald of T'-ade are disposed to 

A a ua 1 1 ? ay 5““ J !„ I l ead should be charged to the passing trade. 



The Secretary, Trinity House. 



I am, 
(signed) 



&c. 

C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 47 — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 239.) 

c- Irish Lights Office, Westm oreland-street, 

Wttw . Dublin, 13 January 1873. 

Harbour T ° subject of the better marking the approaches to Cork 

the 6th rw P k° a , CCJ . uamt y° u that the Trinity House having in their letter of 
Board nfTtT b - er !? requested this Board to furnish, for the guidance of the 
whom thrw m thlS raa,ter ’ a Return of the number and tonnage of vessels to 
S^d^LS PTOVe “f nt !i W,Ube 0f undoubted value, although if there be 
“wn akeldv “ S 7 7 ‘7 alk S ed faats «« “Vessels entering Queens- 
vearlv, for vLJh R t,e . Cwk Harbour Commissioners 3,000 1. or 4,0001 

y y hich they receive no benefit, &c., &c.” (as stated in letter from 

Liverpool 
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Liverpool Steam Shipowners Association of 6th November, copy of which was 
forwarded on the 6th December to the Board of Trade) ; I have now to enclose 
copy of a Return from the Collector at Cork hearing on the subject, which I have 
to request you will be so good as to submit to their Lordships. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) W. Lees , Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure in No. 47. 



Sir, 7 January 1873. 

I have only this morning received the enclosed Return. 

Vessels entering Queenstown paid the Harbour Commissioners from August 1871 to 
August 1872, 2,711 1 . 14s. 6 c?. 

I am. See. 

William Lees, Esq., (signed) Arthur Stewart. 

&c. Sec. Sec. 



Queenstown Station. 

6 January 1873. 

A RETURN of the Number and Tonnage of Steam and Sailing Vessels calling at or 
off Queenstown for Orders, or for Receiving or Landing Mails or Passengers, and of 
Shipping entering the Port for Local Trade, for Year ended 31st December 1872 : — 



Vessels calling at or off Queens- j 
town for Orders. 


For Receiving or Landing Mails 
or Passengers. 


Shipping entering Queens- 
town for Local Trade. 


Steam. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Sailing. 


No. j 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. I Tons. 


No. Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


13 


8,504 


1,441 ! 


600,650 


806 


1,615,828 


Nil. - 


- Nil. - 


69 


9,516 



(signed) J. Carnogh. 



— No. 43. — 

Trinity House to Board of Trade. 



Trinity House. Loudon, E.C., 

Sir, 1 March 1873. 

1 am directed by the Board to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (H. 5209), 
dated 24tli December last, requesting re-consideration of certain points in recent 
proposals for better marking the approaches to Cork Harbour, stating that in 
the opinion of Admiral Bedford it is very uncertain whether a light-vessel 
would maintain its position off’ Daunt’s Rock, and also suggesting whether a 
distinction in sound, as well as in interval, should not be adopted in the proposed 
fog signals. 

In reply thereto I am to acquaint you that the Elder Brethren do not consider 
the drifting of the Coningbeg light-vessel to give an argument of serious weight 
against the probable safe riding of one off Daunt’s Rock, inasmuch as the 
accident may probably be attributable to insufficient scope of cable, rather than 
to bad holding ground, and that the Board having again carefully examined the 
chart, and finding no rockly bottom laid down in any direction but that of 
E. by S., at about one mile distant from the Rock, have no reason to doubt that 

0.67. f 4 a suitable 
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a suitable spot might be found where the vessel could be securely m 
The situation is not so exposed, nor is tile holding ground worse th»J ,i . : 
many of our light-vessels on the English Coast, and when 
the latter have (by God’s blessing) kept their stations through the recent Lf 3 
and through those of many past winters, the Elder Brethren do not th n S .l ’ 
“ *<= case newunrlev question any greater degree of risk is to be apprehended 

h . e *l? of T™? rit y be tlms to a minimum that which 

relates to the errors probably consequent on breaking adrift is to the „ 
extent d.sposed of, but the Elder Brethren fully concurring fa rile lecessit T 
caution, as expressed by Admiral Bedford, would agree to make an alternant 
recommendation as to the lights on Roche’s Point, and on the pmpoSS 
vessel, making the latter a powerful fixed red light, which in that DoaitiJ m 
be sufficient for the purpose, and leaving the former as it is at present viz’ ted 
revolving, with the lower light fixed white. The disdnclion between j 

Polmt vvilT st ll b ?P I ^ ed >“ d . t J , ° mark lhv Daunts Rock from Roche’s 
Point will still remain in case of accident lo the light- vessel. With regard to 

the proposal that the lights at each of those stations may he strengtSd tfa 
Eldei Brethern, having regard to the valuable trade affected, still concur in’tlmt 

2roTde“4!° nSider that R ° Che ’ S Puhlt —» “<* ° f S™te“£ 

of fof C «,Vnals°r *° “ f P '"a 0f your k “ OT which s “SS<*a distinction in sound 
Ot fo 0 si 0 nals, I am directed to acquaint you that from experience gained in 
America, the Elder Brethren do not venture yet, so far as regards whlTles and 
tiumpets, to rely on difference of sound as, a means of distinguishing foo- signal 
S P - S t0 tlle ™ tllat S uns , be| ls, or horns, arc sufficiently distinct in character 
ow er Pl T s ff bU ‘ a, S ho r mS ’, 8yi ' ens ’ “ d steam ' w hi.tles, when pitched at the 
the same Tot ® f “ ° f smai ’ a » a sound so nearly 

one and tl L Otl V • } “ . to rand “ * iln P™ d “‘ to rely on distinction between 

iXrvallnerive ST?T g f of si S 1,als > 111,1 * llat ‘“S* * blast and 
mterval alone give sufficient and sure moans of identification. 

aDoroaehes ti r e ^tf l ration3 tlle Elder Brethren are of opinion that the 
guarded dnriL C ( rk l Ua 0Ur r !' 01 " eastward m westward will be effectively 
Danni’s L S •!?» ^ P owerful air-tnunpels on Poor Head and the vessel off 
W nt ’I, >■— teably different intervals of blast; and that after 
bell at Chet S r t ° f - , h f e f £n,1 , ls ’ w essels will ho so far warned that a large 
With reforl™ * m 1 be , fonnd sufficient »o carry them into the harbour. 
Trade are di7no«J°, y 7- ? b . s 5 vatioD , tllat «» at present advised the Board of 
on the T k that im y outli, l r 111 Kim.dc Head should he charged 

th “* tbe Elder Brethren concur therein, and 
bcliete that the Irish Commissioners agree with them. 

The Assistant Secretary, 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Mob in Allen. 



— No 49. — 

Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

(IT. 1212.) 

gi r Board of Trade, Harbour Dpartment, 

With rofopoTwic * i Whitehall Gardens, 10 March 1873. 

the entrance tn fw y° u ^ et,e J' of the 1st instant, further as to the marking of 
the inform ^ 1 am diratad t* the Board of Trade to staffer 

sW oCX wf r' retl,ren of tI,e Tri “ity House, that they would be 

^^& 1 s^sai5ss. i, “ “• 

whiclUiave'wn” 1 ™ tllD0 tra,| sinit to you copy of a letter, and its enclosures, 
rimber and ™ “T fro ,“ the Commissiorxers of Irish Lights, showing the 

to them in accordance wffh tl emrang P ork Harbour, which has been furnished 
accordance with the suggestion contained in your letter to the Com- 

missioned 
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missioners of the 6th December last, copy of which was transmitted to this 
Board in the communication from the Trinity House of the same date. 

1 am, &c. 

The Secretary, Trinity House. (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 50 . — 



Trinity House to Board of Trade. 



(H. 1494.) 



Trinity House, London, E.C., 

Sir, 14 March 1873. 

I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 10th instant 
(H. 1212), inquiring, with reference to mine of the 1st, upon the subject of the 
better marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour, whether the Irish Commis- 
sioners concur in the suggestions contained therein, and, in reply thereto, I am 
to enclose the subjoined extracts from a letter from the Irish Commissioners, in 
which they intimated their concurrence, and to state that they have since under- 
taken to make a survey of the ground outside Daunt’s Rock. 

As respects the enclosures in your letter relating to the probable revenue from 
vessels calling or landing mails and passengers, it will be perceived from the 
enclosed statement that with the usual oversea tolls of 3-1 6th of a penny, and 
the existing abatement, the annual result would be a little under 800 l., and if 
the Board of Trade in due course should desire the opinion of the Elder Brethren 
as to the manner in which this amount can be increased to an adequate revenue, 
they will be happy to consider that question. 

As respects the amounts received by the Cork Harbour Commissioners, the 
Elder Brethren have no means of knowing under what plea they are levied, or 
whether they would in anyway be applicable. 

I am, See. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen . 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 50. 



Extract referred to. 

“I have, in reply, to acquaint you the Commissioners concur in the proposed modified 
changes for marking' the approaches to Coik Harbour, as suggested in the draft letter to 
the Board of Trade. . , . . 

“ Admiral Bedford having expressed a doubt as to whether a light-vessel would maintain 
its position off Daunt’s Rock, and as the Elder Brethren are aware that this Board had 
originally the same doubts, but, in deference to their opinion, agreed to a light-vessel to 
mark that danger, instead of a lighthouse on Roberts’ Head, the Commissioners, before 
any final decision is arrived at, suggest the advisability of having the locality accurately 
surveyed. This Board have written to Captain Sheppard, late Master in the Indian Wavy, 
who has been coastguard officer at Roberts’ Cove station for nearly four years, asking 
whether, in his opinion, a light- vessel could be safely moored off Daunts Rock, and they 
now enclose copy of his reply.” 

Copy of Captain Sheppard’s Reply. 

“ It is my opinion that no vessel could ride out the weather that I have seen during the 
time I was at the Roberts’ Cove station, nearly four years, off Daunts Rock I do not 
know what the holding ground is outside the rock, but my impression is, it is foul between 
it and the mainland.” 



O.67. 



G 
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Enclosure 2, in No. 50. 



Statement referred to. 



Vessels calling at or off Queenstown for orders : 

Steam, 8,564 tons, at &d. per ton, less 55 per cent, 
bailing, 600,550 „ 

i'or receiving or landing mails or passengers : 

Sieam, 1,015,028 tons, at j„i. par ton, less 55 per cent. 



Trinity House, 14 March 1873. 





£■ s. d. 


“ 


3-1 




210 11 5 


- 


566 11 - 


£. 


780 2 0 



— No. 51. — 

Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

(H. 1494.) 

Sir, B ' “?, rd °{ Trade, Harbour Department, 

Captain ha, , (wi f h “*«« to 

r s sat* may bo seen * the 

The Secretary, Trinity House. (signed) 0 ”’ a Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 62. ■ 



Mr. Murphy, m.p., to Board of Trade 

(H. 3488.) 

Sir, „ . 

It would be a matter „ . . Sydney-place, Cork, 28 June 1873. 

general shipping and mercantile inT por * ail ^. e *° the Transatlantic, as well as the 
peculiar concern to Umted Ki ”S d °”. and also of 

adopted without delay to carry th , e neceS5ar y measures should be 

has been arrived a^’of hS tt ? ■ “ , d '' dsio "’ which H is >“ deret °° d 

venient point at Cork Harbour S ft ■ * F '■? S?® 1 s y st ™ established at some con- 
urge upon the Board flip «««' “ iS ’ ■ ° „ ve ’ quite unnecessary for me to 
out as soon as practicable^ necessity of having this arrangement carried 
owing to its non-existence* a htrL”^ “If” 1 that withi “ tl,e ^ few d ^ s - 
were delayed for several hours off SeharS” St<!amer ’ “ weI1 as °<her vessels, 

to the desirability ofafot 'V s P e, 'haps right that I should call attention 

is, if such shou d be the ,nW g t0 u g Signal t0 the steam vessel alone ; (hat 
be the intention of the authorities. The use of a piece of 

ordnance, 
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ordnance, as at Holyhead, would be most desirable, as, according to the state- 
ment of our most experienced master mariners, the steam fog-whistle would not 
unfrequently be confounded with those of the steam ships themselves, and there- 
fore the firing of a gun at intervals would render the service more complete and 
satisfactory. 

As the matter is one on which the public mind is much engaged, aud in 
which our port is deeply interested, I venture to ask, if the Board can state, 
what are the arrangements intended, and when they are likely to he carried 
out. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) N. D. Murphy. 

The Right Hon. Chichester P. Fortescue, m.p., 

President, Board of Trade, London. 

P.S . — As illustrative of the necessity of the proposed system at Cork Harbour, 
it may he well to state that over two million tons of shipping entered and 
paid harbour and anchorage dues there in. 1872. Of those paying anchorage 
dues, over 700,000 tons were Transatlantic. This is, of course, irrespective of 
the millions of tons passing. 



— No. 53, — 

Mr. Farrer to Mr. Murphy , m.p. 

(TL 3488 .) Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, 

Dear Sir, 3 July 1873. 

In Mr. Fortescue’s absence at Liverpool, I write in reply to your note* of the 
28th June to say that the question of marking or preventing dangers in the 
approach to Cork is getting to be so large and complicated that it is impossible 
to decide at once, or to state in short terms what is doing or to be done. 

The enclosed precis of the correspondence will show you how the matter stands, 
but it is not sufficiently complete to be made public at present. 

Yours, &c. 

N. D. Murphy, Esq., m.p. (signed) T. H. Farrer. 



— No. 54. — 

Board of Trade to War Office. 

(H. 32*0 Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, Whitehall Gardens, 3 July 1873.. 

With reference to the W’ar Office letter of 16th June 1868, forwarding a 
report by the Director of the Royal Engineer Establishment at Chatham upon 
the proposal of a Mr. Hugh Palmer to remove the Daunt Rock at the entrance 
to Cork Harbour, in which it is suggested that, as a preliminary step, a proper 
survey of the rock should be made by means of a diving apparatus, I am directed 
by the Board of Trade to acquaint you that they have beeu in communication 
with the Commissioners of Irish Lights and the Elder Brethren of the Trinity 
House upon the subject of the better marking and lighting of the approaches to 
Cork Harbour. , , . , 

Among other questions connected with the scheme now under consideration, 
the attention of this Board has been directed to the necessity for providing 



* A private note to the President accompanied No. 62. 

O.67. G 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




44 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 

effectual means for warning vessels coming into proximity with tho Daunt Roclt ■ 
and as it is in contemplation to levy a special toll upon vessels entering Cork ami 
Queenstown Harbours, in order that the local trade may contribute towards th 
cost of the proposed improvements, the Board of Trade are enabled to recnmidT 
then letter to the War Office of 1st July 1868 (H. 11328), in which they stated 
that, under the circumstances then present, they were unable to advance money 
to defray the expense of the survey proposed'- by the Director of the Rov„l 
Engineer Establishment. ^ 1 

It has been proposed that a light-vessel should be fixed at Daunt Rock and 
that she should be provided with a powerful fog trumpet; but there amear to 
he bo ill physical and financial difficulties to he overcome before this nrnnn.,1 
can be definitely accepted. 1 ^ &tU 

Looking to the great improvements in the power of explosives, and in the 
manner of using them, which have become known since the above-mentioned 
correspondence took place, this Board are led to the belief that the removal of 
Daunt Rock might possibly be now effected at a much less cost than that which 
would be incurred by marking it permanently with a light-vessel. 

I am accordingly to request that in bringing the matter to the notice of Mr 
secretary Cardwell, you will move him to be so good us to favour this Board 
ivitli h.s opinion as to whether the improvements in submarine explosives and in 
the boring of rock, together with the larger experience which the Royal Engineers 
have acquired in these matters, would not encourage ail effort being made to 
remove Daunt Rock to a depth of at least 30 feet below low-water of spring tides 
rather than that the large expense should be incurred of maintaining a lieht- 
vessel and powerful fog signal for the express purpose of marking this danger in 
wnat cannot be other than an imperfect manner. 

ShouU Mr Cardwell agree with the views expressed in this letter, the Board 
ot trade will be glad to receive an estimate of the probable cost of the removal of 
Daunt Rock m the manner proposed; and in tile event of its still being thought 
necessary to have a preliminary survey, such as suggested in your letter of the 
16th June 1868, they would be obliged if you are able to give them an approxi- 
mate^ estimate of the total cost of such a survey, inclusive of on appropriate 



The Under Secretary of State, 
War Office. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) T. II. Farrer. 



— No. 55. — 

Trinity House to Board of Trade. 

(H. 3697.) 

a- Trinity House, London, E.C., 

* ’ , 11 July 1 873. 

Adverting to previous correspondence on the subject of making the approaches 
m j . Harbour, I am directed to transmit for the information of the Board of 
ra e, e accompanying letter and its enclosures, which has been received from 
the Commissioners of Irish Lights, showing the result of the soundings which 
nave been taken for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of the holding ground 
f 0Ur r“f " f ® allat ’ s »■><*! and, presuming anv doubts as to the 
p obability of a light-vessel maintaining her position thereat, to be thereby set 
’ 1 am ■ , 1 - rected t0 refer to my letters, dated 1st and 14th March' last, 
for the propositions now before the Board of Trade, as desired by the Irish 
fo™IT ne, ' S a ? a WJ oved 1>y this Corporation (subject to an adequate provision 
fo. maintenance from the trades passing or deriving benefit therefrom), vis. : 

*1 1 ! ,gh ‘‘' re ? el t° he placed off Daunt’s Rook, showing a powerful 
fixed red light, and to be fitted with a powerful fog trumpet. 

(2.) Roche’s 
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(2.) Roches Point Light to be as at present, red revolving, but of the 
second order, with a lower light fixed white. 

(3.) A powerful fog trumpet to be placed on Poor Head. 

(4.) A large fog bell at Roche’s Point ; and, 

(5.) The light on the Old Head of Kinsale to be improved in power. 

s I am to request that the enclosures to this letter being in original may be 
returned. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



— No. 56. — 



War Office to Board of Trade. 

(H. 37830 

Sir, War Office, 17 July 1873. 

I am directed by the Secretary of State for War to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 3rd instant (H. 3255), and to acquaint you in reply, for the 
information of the Board of Trade, that he will communicate further with you in 
reference thereto, when he has made full inquiries on the subject of the proposed 
removal of Daunt’s Rock at the entrance of Cork Harbour. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary, Board of Trade. (signed) H. K. Storks. 



— No. 57. — 



Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 3697 .) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Whitehall Gardens, 19 July 1873. 

With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of making the 
approaches to Cork Harbour, T am directed by the Board of Trade to state that 
they have been informed by the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House that the 
Commissioners of Irish Lights concur with the Elder Brethren m recommending 
the following scheme, viz. : 

(1.) A light -Vessel to be placed off Daunt’s Rock, showing a powerful 
fixed’ red light, and to be fitted with a powerful fog trumpet. 

(2.) Roche's Point Light to he as at present, red revolving, but of the 
second order, with a lower light fixed white. 

(3.) A powerful fog trumpet to be placed on Poor Head. 

(4.) A large fog bell at Roche’s Point; and, 

(S.) The light on the Old Head of Kinsale to be improved in power. 

I am now, therefore, to request that you will move the 
Lights to favour this Board with a detailed estimate of the ““ of “ ch 
first four items of the above proposed, scheme ; (a) ®. s . re .v^. , this Board of 
( 4 ) as regards annual maintenance ; and that yon will abo thi. “ 

the excess of the revenue at present derived from the toll lev, ed for Roche s 
Point Light over the present cost of maintenance of that light. 



The Secretary, 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



I am, &c. 

(sigued) W. R • Malcolm . 



0 . 67 . 



o 3 
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— No. 58. — 



War Office to Board of Trade. 



(H. 4121.) 



Sir, War Office, 9 August 1873. 

With reference to Mr. Farrer’s letter of the 3rd July 1873 (II. 3255), con-" 
cerning the removal of Daunt’s Rock at the entrance of Cork Harbour,’ I am 
directed by Mr. Cardwell to acquaint you, for the information of the Board of 
Trade, that a report has been received from the Commanding Royal Ermneer in 
Ireland, stating that no estimate for removing the rock can be prepared with any 
certainty till a survey of the rock has been made. y 

This survey can be performed at the present time of year, at a cost not 
exceeding 10 1 or 12 1. for working pay of sappers and contingent expenses, 
as there is a diving apparatus on the defence works which can bemused for this 
survey, and the Cork Harbour Commissioners have most readily come forward 
with an offer of the use, free of charge, of a steamer belonging to them for the 
service. 

Should the Board of Trade be prepared to incur this expenditure, Mr. Cardwell 
will give instructions that the survey may be proceeded with at once, and that 
on its completion an estimate be submitted for the removal of the rock, when 
a further communication will be made to you as to the method considered most 
desirable for carrying out the work. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary, Board of Trade. (signed) H. K. , Storks . 



— No. 59. — 

Board of Trade to War Office. 

(H. 4121.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
fc>lr » Whitehall Gardens, 18 August 1873. 

1 am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 9th instant, on the subject of the removal of Daunt’s Rock at the 
entrance of Cork Harbour, stating that a report has been received from the 
Commanding Royal Engineer in Ireland, to the effect that no accurate estimate 
:°r. removing the rock can be prepared until a survey has been made, and 
mtimating that Mr. Secretary Cardwell will be prepared to give the necessary 
instructions for the survey, on learning that the Board of Trade are willing to 
incur an expend.ture of 10 l. or 12 l for the working pay of the sappers and 
contingent expenses. 

The Board of Trade direct me now to state that they are prepared to incur an 
expenditure m the matter not exceeding 12 1, and I am to request that the 
necessary instructions for the survey nlay be given. 

mi yt i o „ „ • I have, &c. 

The Under Seorei ary of State, (signed) W. R. Malcolm. 



— No. 60.— 

War Office to Board of Trade. 

■H. 4342.) 

„. War Office, Pall Mall, S.W., 

, 29 August 1873. 

With reference to your letter, dated 18th August 1873 (H. 4121), 1 am 
directed by the Secretary of State for War to acquaint you, for the information 
of he Board of 1 rade, that instructions have been given to tile Commanding 

Koyal 
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Royal Engineer in Ireland, to have the survey of Daunt’s Rock, Cork Harbour, 
at once put in hand, and to furnish a report as to the best means, and cost, of 
removing the rock. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary, Board of Trade. (signed) H. K. Storks. 



— No. 61.— 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 4606.) 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 
Sir, Dublin, 23 September 1 873. 

With reference to your letter of the 19th July last (H. 3697), I am to 
inform you the Commissioners are not in a position to furnish an accurate 
estimate for the fog signal on Poor Head, county Cork, until they have received 
a reply from the Trinity House expressing their opinion as to the most improved 
description of fog signals for general shipping on result of recent experiments at 
South Foreland, as alluded to in your letter of 29th July last (H. 3877), in the 
case of Tuskar Station. 

1 have, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) IV. Lees. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade, 

London. 



— No. 62.— 



Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade.. 

(H. 4755-) 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 
Sir, Dublin, 6 October 1873. 

With reference to your letter of the 19 th July last (H. 3697), on subject of the 
conclusions arrived at by the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House and the Com- 
missioners of Irish Lights, relative to the better marking of the approaches to 
Cork Harbour, the Board of Trade requesting to be furnished with an estimate 
of cost, under four headings, for carrying into effect such improvements ; I am 
in reply to forward a report from the Inspector of Lights, with estimate of 
probable cost of placing a light-ship with fog trumpet on board, to mark the 
Daunt’s Rock ; another from the engineer giving probable cost of improving Roche s 
Point Light, &c., and erecting a fog horn establishment on Poor Head ; also a 
report from the accountant, showing his reasons why the information requested 
in the concluding paragraph, of your letter cannot be complied with. 

With reference to the estimate of the Inspector for a duplicate fog trumpet for 
the light-ship, I am to state the Board do not consider such to be necessary ; and 
they direct me to observe that these estimates must be considered as on y 
approximate. 

The Commissioners have received copy of the report of the Committee of the 
Elder Brethren on result of recent fog signal experiments at South foreland, 
and from which it appears these experiments have not been completed, the Fider 
Brethren stating “ that very few definite conclusions have yet been arrived at, 
and thai many points yet remain to be decided. 

The Commissioners direct me to request the Board of Trade will sanction their 
proceeding with the carrying out of the works, and adopting the most approval 

0.67. G 4 g 
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fog signals as yet known, as much delay has already occurred, and 
Harbour Commissioners are pressing for expedition in the matter. 



as the Cork 



The Assistant Secretary, 
Harbour Department, Board, of Trade. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Lees, Secretary. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 62. 



«. Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

T Gir ’ . 9 September 1873. 

1 beg to submit the undernamed estimate of the cost for anew light-vessel to mark the 
Daunts Hock, fitted with a powerful fog trumpet, together with the cost for annual main 
tenance, as directed per Board’s Order of 25th July 1873. 

Estimate of the probable Cost of a New Light-vessel fitted with a powerful Poo- 
Trumpet to mark Daunt’s Rock : 



1 New light-ship complete 
1 New Lantern for ditto 
1 New fog-horn - 
1 Duplicate ditto 



Annual maintenance of new light-ship 
Annual maintenance of fog-horn - 



Total - 



Probable Cost. 
£• s. d. 
- 7,225 - - 
375 - - 
750 - - 
750 - - 



£. 9,100 - - 

- 1,100 - - 

128 10 - 



£. 10,328 10 - 



The Secretary, 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) E. H. Hawes, 

Inspector of Lights. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 62. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

a , , r 1 *0 October 1873. 

. j 1 ''eg herewith to submit an approximate estimate of the amount that will be 
Harbmar 01 t eiect ' 0n contemplated fog signals, &c., in connection with Cork 

lhe sum for the item of raising the focal height of the light at Roche’s Point is based on 
the supposition that the present tower is strong enough, but if on examination I find such 
not to be the case, I must submit a design for strengthening the walls, and a separate esti- 



mate of the expense. 
Roche’s Point: 



The Estimate is as follows, viz. : 



Second older, dioptric apparatus (revolving), with lantern coniplote 

Raising the focal height 12 feet _ 1 

Red glass shades 
Temporary lantern - 

Lamps and maintenance of light during chang-e - 
Carriage, erection of new and taking down old lantern appa- 
ratus 11 

Erection of gas works . 

Dwelling for gasman . 

Large fog bell and machine ~ 



Poor Head; 

Pog horn similar to that at Howth Bailey - 
Dwelling for keeper 
Furniture for ditto - 
Roadway and walling - 



2,300 

120 



150 

300 



150 

1,000 



700 

000 

So 



Total 



£. 1 6,575 
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The lower light at Roclie’s Point, erected in 1864, is an ordinary aroand burner in. 
21-inch reflector, the light being refracted through a first order lenticular panel 
The combination might be very much improved by substituting a lenticular mirror and 
“ two ring ” gas burner for the present silvered reflector, at acost of about 60 l. sterling 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, _ (signed) John S. Sloane , Engineer. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 62- 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 
Sir, Dublin, 12 September 1873. 

In reference to the letter from the Board of Trade of l!)th July last, calling for a state- 
ment of the excess of revenue derivable from the Roche’s Point Light over the present cost 
of maintenance, I have to state it is impossible lor me to give this information ; Roche’s 
Point being a passing light, vessels deriving benefit therefrom, and going to England and 
Scotland without calling at Cork, pay their dues at port of destination, of which we have 
no knowledge. 

I am, &c. 

W. Lees, Esq., Secretary. (signed) C. A. Tyner. 



— No. 63. — 

Mr. Murphy, m.p., to Board of Trade. 

(H. 4852.) 

Sir, 6, Sydney-place, Cork, 9 October 1873. 

I beg leave to make reference to my letter of 28th June last on this subject, 
addressed to tlie President of the Board of Trade, and shall feel obliged by re- 
ceiving such information as it may be in the power of the Board now to give, 
touching any decision arrived at for carrying out objects so desirable. The Cork 
Harbour Commissioners have more than once brought the subject under the 
notice of the Commissioners of Irish Lights; but it would appear by a commu- 
nication from the latter Board, under date the 2nd instant, that they are waiting 
until the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House arrive at some definite conclusion. 

But in the meantime surely something might he, and ought to be, done. I would 
earnestly beg to direct attention of the Board to the absolute necessity of pro- 
viding, without delay, some temporary fog signal service, in lieu of the fog bell 
at Roche’s Point, which is practically useless. A piece of ordnance is suggested 
for that purpose to be fired at intervals, a plan which one would suppose there 
ought to be no great difficulty in carrying out ; but whatever is to be done ought, 
I would submit, to be done quickly, as it is no light matter to leave, compa- 
ratively unprotected, over two millions tons of shipping, which annually enter 
Cork Harbour, besides the millions calling off and passing. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) N. D. Murphy. 

Board of Trade, Whitehall. 



— No. 64. — 

Board of Trade to Mr. Murphy, m.p. 

(H. 485-.) Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

gi r> Whitehall Gardens, 18 October 1873. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 9th instant, requesting that you may be supplied with such information as 
it may be iu their power now to give respecting the proposals which have been 
under consideration for the better marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour. 
0.67 . H Iq 
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In reply, I am to acquaint you that the Commissioners of Irish Lights a d 
the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House (whose sanction is, as you are awa ^ 
necessary) have recently agreed in recommending that (subject to an adequate 
provision for maintenance from the trades passing* or deriving benefit therefrom'! 
the following improvements should be adopted: — ' 

1. A light-vessel to be placed off Daunt’s Rock, showing a powerful fixed red 
light, and to be fitted with a powerful fog trumpet. 

2. Roche’s Point Light to be as at present, red revolving, but to be chano- e d 

from catoptric to dioptric of the second order; a lower light (fixed white) re 
maining as at present to mark Daunt Rock. ; 

3 . A powerful fog trumpet to be placed on Poor Head. 

4. A large fog bell at Roche’s Point ; and, 

5 . The light on the Old Head of Kinsalc to be increased in power. 

The estimates of the cost of carrying out these works have been laid before this 
department only within the last few days. 

The Board of Trade will be prepared to give their statutory sanction to these 
recommendations being carried out by the Commissioners of Irish Lights as 
soon as it has been settled whence the necessary funds are to be provided. 

The Board are still of opinion, and the Trinity House concur with them, that 
the expense of this scheme for marking the entrance of the Harbour of Cork 
which is for the benefit of the local trade and of those who use the harbour, should 
not be borne by the general passing trade of the United Kingdom ; but they would 
not be disinclined (provided the proposals they are about to make to the Liver- 
pool Association and the local trade are accepted) to allow the cost of the im- 
provements now proposed at the existing lighthouse at Roche’s Point, numbered 
2 and 4, and at the existing lighthouse at the Old Plead of Kinsale, numbered 5, 
to be made at the expense of the Mercantile Marine Fund. 

The Board of Trade accordingly propose to intimate to the Steam Shipowners’ 
Association and the Shipowners’ Association at Liverpool, and to the Cork Harbour 
Commissioners, that if the trade which use the harbour are prepared to pay a due 
of £d. per ton (subject to tlie existing abatement) to cover the expense of placing 
and maintaining a light vessel at Daunt’s Rock, and a fog* signal at Poor Plead, 
as proposed in 1 and 3 , this Hoard will forthwith accord their sanction to the 
new system of marking, which has been agreed to between the two general 
lighthouse authorities. 

I am to add, that the Board of Trade are not the executive in lighthouse 
matters, and that no delay in dealing with the present proposal is due to them. 

M t, „ , I am, &c. 

N. D. Murphy, Esq., m.p., (signed ) C. Cecil Trevor . 

0 , oydney-place, Cork. 



-No. 65 . — 



Board of Trade to Liverpool Shipowners’ Association. 



(H.4852.) 



. Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

w ° ,r > . , Whitehall Gardens, 18 October 1873. 

With reference to my letter to you of 23rd July 1872 (11. 3190), and to your 
reply of the 31st July 1872, on the subject of the better marking of the* ap- 
proaches to Cork Harbour, I am directed by the Board of Trade to acquaint you, 
tor the information of the Liverpool Shipowners’ Association, that after a careful 
consideration of the many proposals which have been made, the Commissioners 
ot Irish Lights and the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House (whose sanction, 
as you are probably aware, is necessary) have recently agreed in recommending 
tHat, subject to an adequate provision for maintenance from the trades passing 
or denvmg benefit therefrom, the following improvements should be adopted 



v 1 ‘. ^ ^t-vessel to be placed off Daunt’s Rock, showing 1 
light, and to be fitted with a powerful fog trumpet. 



. Roche’s 
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2. Roche’s Point Light to be as at present, red revolving, but to be changed 
from catoptric to dioptric second order ; a lower light (fixed white) remaining 
as at present, to mark Daunt’s Rock. 

3. A powerful fog trumpet to be placed on Poor Head. 

4. A large fog bell at Roche’s Point ; and, 

6. The light at the Old Head of Kinsale to be improved in power. 

The estimates of the cost of executing these works have, within the last few 
days, been laid before the Board of Trade, who will be prepared to give their 
statutory sanction to these recommendations being carried out by the Commis- 
sioners of Irish Lights as soon as it has been settled whence the necessary funds 
are to be provided. 

In the opinion of this Board, and with them the Corporation of Trinity House 
concur, the expense of this scheme for marking the entrance of the harbour of 
Cork, which is for the benefit of the local trade and of those using the harbour, 
should not be borne by the general passing trade ; hut the Board of Trade would 
not be disinclined, provided that the proposals hereinafter contained are agreed 
to by the trade using the harbour, to allow the cost of the improvements now 
proposed at the existing lighthouse at Roche’s Point, numbered 2 and 4, and at 
the existing lighthouse at the Old Head of Kinsale, numbered 5, to be made at 
the expense of the Mercantile Marine Fund. 

I am accordingly to intimate to you that if the local trade and the trade using 
the harbour of Cork are prepared to pay a clue of £ d. per ton (subject to the 
existing abatement) to cover the expense of placing and maintaining a light- 
vessel at Daunt’s Rock, and a fog signal at Poor Head, as proposed in 1 and 3, 
the Board will forthwith accord their sanction to the new system of marking 
which has been agreed upon between the two general lighthouse authorities. 

I am to request that you will inform me at your early convenience whether 
the Liverpool Shipowners’ Association accede t.o the above proposal. 

A similar letter has this day been addressed to the Liverpool Steam Ship- 
owners’ Association and to the Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

The Shipowners’ Association, Liverpool. 



— No. 66. — - . 

Board of Trade to Liverpool Steam Shipowners’ Association. 
(Similar Letter to No. 65.) 



— No. 67. — 

Board of Trade to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 
(Similar Letter to No. 65.) 



— No 68. — 

Mr. Murphy, m.p., to Board of Trade. 

Sir, ^ ^ 6, Sydney-place, Cork, 22 October 1873. 

I am to acknowledge the receipt of your communication . 18t 
(H. 4852), for which I feel much obliged, and I have laid same before the Uo 
Harbour Commissioners. m . . i orti 

In directing the attention of the Board of Trade, as I did in my letter . “ 
O.67. H 2 
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instant, to tlie pressing necessity of providing some temporary fog signal sen* 

I was perfectly aware that the Board were not the executive, but I natural]'’ 
assumed, if ttiey concurred with me in the propriety of tile suggestion miA'* 
that some intimation on their part would be likely to set in motion the Dron 
executive department. ^ P er 

I would take leave to add that I never considered any delay which mav ha 
arisen in respect of the proposal now under consideration to be attributable I! 
the Board of Trade. On the contrary, I feel hound to say that the onlv com 
mumcations I have made to them, namely, 28tli June last and 9th instant have 
severally met with immediate consideration, and they have promptly afforded 
me the information at their command. 1 J ueu 

_ I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary (signed) N. D. Murphy. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade, r J 

Whitehall Gardens, London. 



— No. 69. — 

Liverpool Shipowners’ Association to Board of Trade. 

(H. 5108.) 

«. Shipowners’ Association, Liverpool, 

T Blr ’ , . . „ SO October 1873. 

i “Ave the honour to inform you that your letter of the 18th inst. has been 
under the consideration of the committee for managing the affairs of this Asso- 

tlmsubjedf “ leP y ’ 1 ^ CaTC to hand you copy of tlle passed on 

, . I am, &c. 

1 he Assistant Secretary, (signed) Samuel Field, Secretary. 
Harbour Department, Board of Trade, ; 

Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 



Enclosure in No. 69. 

29a’octobCT 1 ll7°3 tle 00mnl!tt00 of 4,10 Liverpool Shipowners’ Association, held on the 

Present:— Mr. James Macdonald fin the chair), 

&c. &c. &c. 

Approaches to Cork Harbour. 

thif snbjert! tfer &0m thl3 Assiatait Secretary, Harbour Department, Board of Trade, on 

thirt , Tlrat in acceding to the proposal of the Board of Trade rather than 
would desire to harll0u1 ' B ' 10 V 1,:1 remain in _ their present state, the committee 

views ("so often i-.-r a P 011 record that this Association does not in any way alter its 
Zd ( X 00^^ desirability of the total abolition of light dues, 

local trade and the tend ons l 4er 4bat the proposed due of one halfpenny per ton on the 
cover ^he eiises nl “ *** f h ? rW ’ wi!1 be thL\ required to 

S at B “f. ““taking a liglit-vessel at Daunt’s Rock, and a fog- 

signiu at 1 oor Head, as proposed in paragraphs 1 and 3 of the above letter 

lumind t“eBolrfS b tl ? A h “ 0 . rc ? ol,ldons *° Board of Trade, the secretary should 
from *■“ “*■" of to constitution, has Z power 

(Extracted from the Proceedings.) 

(signed) Samuel Field, Secretary. 
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— No. 70. - 



Cork Harbour Commissioners to Board of Trade. 



(H. 5134-) 

Sir, Cork, 1 November 1873. 

I am instructed by the Cork Harbour Commissioners to acknowledge receipt 
of your communication of 18th ult., and to say that the subject-matter shall 
receive their earliest attention. It is obvious, however, that the questions 
involved require deliberation, and that whatever be the result arrived at touching 
the quarter whence the necessary funds for erection and maintenance are to 
come, a considerable time must elapse before the works can be completed and 
in operation ; in the meantime there exists the most urgent necessity for pro- 
viding some remedy or safeguard, 1st, against fog; arid 2ndly, for an alteration 
in the movement of the present light at Roche’s Point, for which a general 
call has been made by the master mariners and shipowners. Both those 
matters can be easily effected, being within the powers of the Irish 
Lights Commissioners, and paid for already out of existing revenue. They 
cannot interfere with any of the contemplated new arrangements, and are, l am 
instructed, ready to be carried out by the Commissioners if sanctioned by the 
Board of Trade. Instead of the wretched fog-bell, now literally useless, our 
hoard propose to substitute a gun ; and I am, I believe, warranted in stating 
that the Commissioners (Irish Lights), whose attention we have drawn to the 
matter, are prepared, if sanctioned by the Board of Trade, lo adopt this plan 
rather than that of a larger fog-bell, to be erected at a higher elevation, which 
has been under their consideration. With reference to those points, I am in- 
structed to call the attention of the Board of Trade to the following facts : 

So far back as 1864 a report was made to the Irish Lights Commissioners, 
founded on one from the masters of steamers and other vessels sailing out of 
Cork, as to the necessity of a change in the time of revolution of Roche’s 
Light. The matter was referred to Captain Roberts, Inspector of Lights, and 
that officer made the following recommendation, under date 27th January 



1865 : — . ... . , 

“ I recommend that the suggestions of the masters of steamers sailing out of 
Cork to make the time of illumination longer, and that of eclipse shorter should 
be carried out, which can be done without altering the present period of revo- 
lution.” 

Nothing has been done. . , . ,, . . ... 

In the summer of 1872 certain propositions were before the authorities, with 
the view of removing the bell at Roche's Point and substituting therefor a fog- 
wlhstle 1 but as there was reason to believe those propositions would prove 
inoperative, which subsequently turned out to be the case the Trinity House 
sanctioned in the meantime, and in order to avoid delay while the negotiation 
referred to were pending, the placing of a first-rate fog- signal at the Po.nt it 
would anoear however, that although the necessity for this measure, and a com- 
municator to that effect made to this Board by the Irish Lights a--™ 
under date 19th July 1872, was thus actually declared , yet “ 
a representation made that fog-signals on Roberts Head and Poor Head, be ng 
respectively three and five miles distant, wou e P , determi- 

ncfavail, 0 amd‘ the “fehas btfen in the meantime subjected to 

Pe Th e3 Co^ e idarbmtr a Commissioners respectfully ask °therefore^I 

continue, and cannot the admitted evil two immediate points I have 
am instructed to submit to the Boaid of Tag* J erB that the 

referred to, and to express the anxious d J and intimatiori of same 

alterations proposed may be sanctioned wit y 

accordingly given to the Commissioners of S • 

I have, &c. 

O rt ■! m T 7 un (signed) William Donee/ an, 

C. Cecil Trevor, Esq, 1 ° ' Secretary, 

Assistant Secretary, Harbour Departmen , 

Board of Trade. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



— No. 71. — 



The Liverpool Steam Shipowners' Association to Board of Trade 



(H. 5182.) 



Sit. . Liverpool, 4 November 1873 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (H. 48S2), dated 18 tli nit 
in which you state that the Commissioners of Irish Lights, and the Eld 
Brethren of the Trinity House, have recently agreed in rccommradmo- certain 
improvements in the light and log signals oil the coast of the south of Ireland 
and that the Board of Trade are prepared to give their statutory sanction to 
those, recommendations being carried out, as soon as it is settled from whence 
the necessary funds are to be provided, and in which you suggest that the cost 
of the improvements proposed at the existing lighthouses at Roche’s Point iwl 
the Old Head of ICinsale, should he made at. the expense of the Mercantile 
Marine Fund, if the local trade and the trade using the harbour of Cork are 
prepared to pay a due of \d. per ton (subject to the existing abatement) to 
cover the expense of placing and maintaining a light vessel at Daunt’s Rock and 
a fog-signal at Poor Head, of the kind which you mention. 

I am instructed to say that the Association consider that the expense of these 
improvements should be borne by the Cork Harbour Commissioners, who have 
for years derived a large income from the Atlantic vessels calling at Queenstown 
without applying any portion of that income to the benefit of those vessels. 

Rather, however, than lose the benefit of the proposed improvements the 
passing steam trade, generally speaking, would be prepared to pay an amount 
sufficient to provide for a sinking fund, in regard to the cost of erecting and 
placing the light-vessel and fog-signal in question, and to support the expense of 
maintaining them, hut there is a strong objection felt to paying anything beyond 
that amount. 0 1 

The Association are not aware whether the due of \d. per ton (subject to the 
existing abatement), proposed by tile Hoard of Trade, would or would not be in 
excess of the amount above mentioned. 



I have, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Gray Hill , Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



— No. 72.— 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H.5182.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

_ "Whitehall Gardens, 14 November 1873 . 

With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the better 
marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour, I am directed by the board of 
Trade to acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners of Irish Lights, 
that they have this day conveyed to the Corporation of Trinity House their 
statutory sanction to the adoption of the following improvements: — 

1. A light vessel to be placed off Daunt’s Rock, showing a powerful fixed red 
light, and to be fitted with a powerful fog trumpet. 

2. Roche’s Point light to be, as at present, red revolving, but to be changed 
from catoptric to dioptric of the second order ; a lower light (fixed white) 
remaining, as at present, to mark Daunt’s Rock. 

3 . A powerful fog trumpet to be placed on Poor Head. 

4. A large fog bell at Roche’s Point ; arid, 

5. The light at the Old Head of Kinsale to be increased in power. 

This 
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This sanction has been given subject to the condition that the local trade, and 
the trade using the harbour of Cork, for whose benefit the proposed improve- 
ments will be, are to bear the expense of placing and maintaining the lio-ht 
vessel and fog trumpet at haunt’s Rock, as in 1, and of the fog signal at Poor 
Head, as in 3. For this purpose it is intended, at the proper lime, to obtain an 
Order in Council authorising the levying of a toll of & d. per ton (subject to the 
existing abatement) upon the trades in question. 

Under the above circumstances the Board of Trade see no objection to the 
proposed improvements at the existing lighthouse at Roche's Point, numbered 2 
and 4, and at the existing lighthouse at the Old Head of Kinsale, numbered 5, 
being made at the expense of the Mercantile Marine Fund. 

As regards the cost of executing the above works, I am to state that this 
Board have considered the estimates, forwarded in your letter to the Department 
of the 6th ultimo, and I am now to convey to you their sanction to the 
expenditure of 8,350 Z. for the light vessel and fog trumpet, to he placed off 
Daunts Rock, being 0,100 /. (the sum estimated by the Inspector of Lights), less 
750 Z. for a duplicate fog trumpet, which the Commissioners of Irish Lights think 
unnecessary. 

The Board of Trade also sanction the expenditure of 1,585 Z. for the erection 
of a fog trumpet, dwellings, &c., at Poor Head, and of 770 Z. for the fog bell and 
machine at Roche’s Point. 

Tenders for all the above works should be invited and submitted, together 
with plans in the usual manner, to this Department. 

As regards the alterations in Roche’s Point Light, I am to observe that this 
Board are not at present prepared to sanction the adoption of gas at that station, 
and 1 am accordingly to request that you will obtain and submit a new detailed 
estimate for the alterations there, and that you will also submit an estimate for 
carrying out the work necessary for the improvement contemplated at the station 
of the Old Head of Kinsale. 

Having regard to the long period which has elapsed since first the question of 
improving the marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour was raised, the Board 
of Trade trust that the Commissioners of Irish Lights will use all possible 
dispatch in carrying out the arrangements now sanctioned. 

I am also to enclose, for the consideration of the Commissioners, copy of a 
letter which has been received from the Cork Harbour Commissioners, who, it 
will be perceived, suggest that immediate steps should be taken for altering the 
time of illumination of the light at Roche’s Point, and for placing a fog gun 
there; and at the same time call attention to the recommendations made with 
regard to that light in the year 1865. 

The Cork Harbour Commissioners have beeu informed, in reply, that this 
proposal cannot be considered by the Board of Trade until it has been recom- 
mended by the Commissioners of Irish Lights, and sanctioned in the usual man- 
ner by the Trinity House. It has also been intimated to them that they appear 
to be under some misapprehension in stating that “ nothing has been done” 
respecting the late Captain Roberts’ recommendation in 1865 that the time of 
illumination of Roche’s Point Light should be altered, inasmuch as, on the 
1st March 1865, the Board of Trade communicated to the Dublin Ballast Board 
their sanction to the expenditure which the Ballast Board had named as necessary 
for the purpose, and they have every reason to believe that the alteration was 
promptly carried into effect. . TT , . . , 

With regard to the remark made by the Cork Harbour Commissioners, to the 
effect that the proposal to place a first-rate fog signal upon Roche’s Point had 
received the sanction of the Trinity House so early as last year, the Board of 
Trade have pointed out that that recommendation gave rise to the prolonged 
correspondence and discussions which have at length, and but recently, .termi- 
nated in the agreement of the two lighthouse authorities in recommending the 
scheme which now receives the sanction of this Boaid. 

1 am, &c. 

The Secretary, (“P** 1 ) C - Cecil Tmor ’ 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



— No. 73. — 



Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

(H. 5182.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sit, Whitehall Gardens, 14 November 1373 

With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the better 
marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour, I am directed by the Board of 
Trade to convey to you, for the information of the Corporation of Trinity House 
their statutory sanction to the adoption of the following improvements •— ’ 

1. A light-vessel to be placed oft' Dauut’s Rock, showing a powerful fixed 
red light, and to be fitted with a powerful fog-trumpet. 

2. Roche’s Point Light, to be, as at present, red revolving, but to be chanced 

from catoptric to dioptric of the second order ; a lower light (fixed whitel 
remaining, as at present, to mark Daunt’s Rock. " 

3 . A powerful fog-trumpet to be placed on Poor Head. 

4. A large fog-bell at Roche’s Point ; and, 

6. 1 he light at the Old Head of Kinsale to be increased in power. 

This sanction is given subject to the condition that the local trade, and the 
trade using the harbour of Cork, for whose benefit the proposed improvements 
will be, are to bear the expense of placing and maintaining the light-vessel and 
fog-trumpet at Daunt s Rock, as ini, and of the fog-signal at Poor Head, as 
m 3. ror this purpose it is intended, at the proper time, to obtain an Order 
in Council authorising the levying of a toll of one halfpenny per ton (subject to 
the existing abatement) upon the trades in question. 

Under the above circumstances, the Board of Trade see no objection to the 
proposed improvements at the existing lighthouse at Roche’s Point, numbered 2 
and 4, and at the existing lighthouse at the Old Head of Kinsale, numbered 5, 
being made at the expense ol the Mercantile Marine Fund; and the Commis- 
sioners of Irish Lights have been requested to furnish detailed estimates of the 
works. 

I am also to enclose, for the information of the Elder Brethren of the Trinity 
. House, copy or a letter which has been received from the Cork 1 larbour Com- 
missioners who, it will be perceived, suggest that immediate steps should be 
taken for altering the lime of illumination of the light at Roche’s Point, and for 
p acing a og-gun there ; and at the same time call attention to tile recommen- 
dations made with regard to that light in the year 1805. 

i he Cork Harbour Commissioners have been informed in reply, that this 
proposal cannot be considered by the Board of Trade until it lias been recoin- 

™n^fl e rr C °? m if° nera of Irish Li S hts » and sanctioned in the usual 
manner by the Trinity Plouse. It has also been intimated to them that they 
oS!?’ 1° 1,6 l ". ,der f ome misapprehension in stating that “ nothing has been 
H f es P ecti ng the late Captain Roberts’ recommendation in 1865 that the 
°l RO n he ’ S Point Light should be altered, inasmuch as, on the 
Bn 1 .I 31 ' 0 * 1 18 P. 5 ’ t le Board of Trade communicated to the Dublin Ballast 
nnn^lllT S 1? 0tl0 " to tIlG expenditure which the Ballast Board had named as 
necessary for the purpose, and they have every reason to believe that the altera- 
w"? P rom P tl 3 r oal ™d mto effect. 

pffpcf^thai t0 ren>ar k made By the Cork Harbour Commissioners to the 
received tv P r0 .P osaI 1 t0 P la ce a first-rate fog signal upon Roche’s Point, had 

Si t 83 - C ?T ° f t] “ Trinit y House so early as last year, the Board of 
, e P°'” ted out that that recommendation gave rise to the prolonged 
tliscuesions which have at length, and but recently, term!- 
schpmp xtrW 1 a S ieenient .°f two lighthouse authorities in recommending the 
scheme which now receives the sanction of this Board. 

I am, & c. 

The Secretary, Trinity House. C ‘ ^ 
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— No. 74. — 



Board of Trade to Cork Harbour Commissioners,. 



(H.5182.) 



Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, . Whitehall Gardens, 14 November 1873. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 1st instant, on the subject of the better marking of the approaches 
to Cork Harbour. 

The Board of Trade observe that the Cork Harbour Commissioners, whilst for 
the present reserving their opinion upon the proposals contained in my letter to 
you of the 18th ultimo (H. 4852), suggest that immediate steps should be taken 
for altering the time of illumination of Roche’s Point Light, and for placing a 
fog gun at that Point. 

In reply, I am to observe as follows : — 



1. The Harbour Commissioners appear to be under some misapprehension as 
regards the alteration in tlie time of illumination of Roche’s Point Light, when 
they state, as they do by your letter, that “ nothing has been done ” respecting 
the recommendations of the late Captain Roberts to the Dublin Ballast Board in 
the year 1865. 

That recommendation was forwarded to this Department in the usual manner 
in February 1865, and received the statutory approval of the Board of Trade by 
a letter addressed to the Dublin Ballast Board on the 1st of March in the same 



year. 

Although, as the Harbour Commissioners may probably be aware, this Board 
are not the executive in lighthouse matters, and it did not therefore rest with 
them to carry out the change which they had sanctioned, they have every reason 
to believe that the change then recommended and sanctioned was promptly 
effected by the Ballast Board. 

2. As regards the suggestion for placing a fog gun at Roche’s Point rather than 
a larger fog bell as at present proposed. 

Before the Board of Trade can consider any proposition of the nature advanced 
in your letter, it will be necessary that both Lighthouse Boards should in the 
first instan ce concur in recommending it. If therefore the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights entertain favourably the suggestions made by the Cork Harbour Commis- 
sioners, they will no doubt apply for the statutory approval of the Corporation ot 
Trinity House, and when such approval has _ been . obtained, this Board will be 
prepared t,o give the matter their careful consideration. . 

The Board of Trade are quite aware that as early as last year the Trinity House 
sanctioned the placing of a fog signal of the most approved Had on Roche s Point, 
but so many suggestions for the better marking of the approaches to Cork 
Harbour were then under the consideration of this Department, that it was thought 
desirable to submit them all at the same time for the opinion of the Elder 
Brethren, and of the Commissioners of Irish Lights. The result of mature 
deliberation and much correspondence upon the subject was the scheme M 
before this Board by the two lighthouse authorities, and detailed m my letter to 

^regards' the scheme set forth in that letter I am to acquaint you for 

the information of the Cork Harbour Commissmners s t ha tb : Board ^of Trade 
ha™- received from the Liverpool Shipowners and Steam Shipowners Asso- 
ciations (who represent so large a portion of the trade that uses th< ; an 

expression of willingness to contribute gX^eddSCapprove of that scheme; 
tenance of the proposed improvements, nave *v, D r nmin tdnTipis nf Trish 

and have this day intimated*^ to the Trinity Hons, 9 „ “ d 1 

Lights their statutory sanction to the proposa s . ^ . a -q 

the istli ultimo, upon the ( fia “^Xiesty^appiwl a draft Order in Council, 
a f ”olf 5 72 « ton ^(subject to the existing abate- 

fr °” 

further considering the proposals made in t a e ^ CO py 

0.67. * 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



A copy of your letter of the 1st instant lias been transmitted both to tl 
Commissioners of Irish Lights and to the Trinity House, and these authorit 
have been made acquainted with the substance of this communication to yon * 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Harbour Commissioners, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor 



— No. 75. — 

Board of Trade to Liverpool Shipowners' Association. 

(H. 5183.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, Whitehall Gardens, 14 November 1873 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 30th uliimo, on the subject of the better marking of tile approaches to 
Cork Harbour; and in reply, 1 am to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Liverpool Shipowners’ Association, that they have this day conveyed to the 
Corporation ofTrinity House the statutory sanction of this Board to the improve- 
ments detailed in my letter to you of the 18th ultimo (H. 4852), upon the condi 
tions therein mentioned, and that it is the intention of this Board to submit at the 
proper time for Her Majesty’s approval, a Draft Order in Council, authorising the 
levying of a toll of one half-penny per ton (subject to the existing abatement) oa 
all vessels using the Harbour of Cork. 

I am, &c. 

m The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

liie Shipowners Association, Liverpool. 



— No. 76. — 

Board of Trade to Liverpool Steamship Owners’ Association. 
(Similar Letter to No. 75.) 



Sir, 



— No. 77. — 

Cork Harbour Commissioners to Board of Trade. 
(H.. 5484.) 



Cork, 21 November 1873. 



I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 18th 
instant intimating that the Board of Trade have granted to the Elder Brethren 
oi the Trinity House, and the Commissioners of Irish Lights, their statutory 
sanction to erect the fog signals and improve the lights at Roche’s Point and the 
Old Head of Kmsale, as detailed in your letter of the 18th ultimo, and that at 
the proper time a Draft Order in Council would be submitted to Her Majesty for 
her approva,, authorising the levying of a toll of i A. Tier ton (subject to the 

existing abatement.) on all vessels using Cork Harbour. 

1 am to acquaint you, for the information of the Board of Trade, that the 
Haibour Commissioners consider that the tax referred to will bear heavily, and 
disproportionably, upon the local trade of this port, and they trust the Board of 
irade will reconsider their decision, and devise another means for meeting the 
imancial 1 requirements necessary for establishing and maintaining the signals. 

I am furthermore to state that should the Board of Trade adhere to their 
decision, so far as the toil of $ d. per ton is concerned, it will be in direct con- 
travention to the views and wishes of the Harbour Commissioners, and to which 
1 am instructed to state they most respectfully decline giving their assent. 

n n „ I have, &c. 

, - , c. Cecil Irevor, Esq., (signed) William Vonegan, 

Assistant Secretary, Harbour Department, Secretary. 

Board of Trade, London. 
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— No. 78 — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 56530 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland- street, Dublin, 
Sir, 1 December 1873. 

I am instructed by the Commissioners of Irish Lights to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 14th ultimo (H. 5182); and at the same time to 
express their satisfaction at receiving therein the sanction of the Board of Trade 
to the carrying out, on certain conditions, of the arrangements agreed upon by 
the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House and this Board, for the better marking 
of the approaches to Cork Harbour, and to state that no delay shall be allowed 
to take place in submitting plans, and inviting tenders for the execution of the 
several works, and that the Inspector of Lights and engineer have already been 
directed to at once submit estimates of cost in detail. 

With reference to that part of your letter as to the request of the Cork Har- 
bour Board, that the present period of visibility of the Roche’s Point Light may 
be made longer, I am to observe that, inasmuch as it has been decided to change 
this light from catoptric to dioptric of the second order, the Commissioners are 
of opinion the consideration of this application should he deferred until such 
change has been effected; and with reference to the statement made by that 
Board, under date the 1st ultimo, that nothing has been done towards carrying- 
out the recommendation made in January 1865, by the late Inspector of Lights, 
as to increasing the visibility of this light, and which was sanctioned by the 
Board of Trade on the 1 st March 1865, 1 have to acquaint you, that on the 2nd 
May 1865, Captain Roberts reported that the change had been carried into effect 
on the night of the 28th April 1S65, and of which circumstance the Cork Har- 
bour Board were duly informed, as will be seen by the enclosed copies of 
correspondence. 

As regards the further proposition of the Cork Harbour Board, that a gun be 
substituted in lieu of the present bell at this station, I am to inform you the 
Commissioners are unable, for the reasons already expressed to the Board of Trade, 
to recommend this change ; and I am to remark, that the observation made by 
the Cork Harbour authorities, that this Board are prepared to adopt the gun, is 
erroneous, as the Commissioners of Irish Lights fully concur in the desirability 
of adopting the powerful fog-bell, already sanctioned by their Lordships. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Lees, 

The Assistant Secretary, Secretary, 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure 1, in No, 78. 

Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 2 May 1865. 

I beg to report to the Board that, on the night of the 28th ulc., I made a change in the 
revolving light at Roche’s Point (but keeping it the same period of revolution, viz., one 
minute) by giving a greater continuance of light and less of eclipse, as suggested in the 
last paragraph of my report on this light of the 27th of January last, and would suggest 
that the Cork Harbour Commissioners be informed of the change. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. F. Roberts , 

The Secretary, Commissioners of Irish Lights. Inspector of Lights. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 78. 

Si r Ballast Office. Dublin, 9 May 1865. 

I am directed to forward, for the information of the Cork Harbour Commissioners, the 
enclosed copy of a report from the Inspector of Lights, stating he lias made a change in 
the revolving light at Roche’s Point (but keeping it at the same period of revolution), on 

the night of the 28th ult. T . 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, ( si 6“«0 ^ Secretary. 

Cork Harbour Commissioners, Cork. 



O.67. I 2 
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— No. 79. — 



Board of Trade to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 



(H. 5653.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department 
Sir, Whitehall Gardens, 9 December 1873 

With further reference to your letter of the 1st ultimo, and to the suggestions 
of the Cork Harbour Commissioners as regards the alteration in the periods of 
light and darkness of Roche’s Point Light, and the proposed substitution of a 
gun for the present fog bell at that station, I am directed by the Board of 
Trade to transmit herewith, for the information of the Harbour Commissioners 
copy of a communication on the subject, which has been received from the 
Commissioners of Irish Lights, in reply to the letter which in mine to you of 
the 14th ultimo, I informed you had been addressed to that body. 



The Secretary, 

Harbour Commissioners, Cork. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 80, — 

Cork Steam Packet Compauy to Board of Trade. 

(H. 5-04.) 

r , , , ,, Cork, 2 December 1873. 

1 AM instructed by my directors to address you on the subject of the suggested 
charge ol 2 d per ton on the local shipping of this port to defray expenses of 
“® P 10 P°. sed l lights for the exterior approaches to Cork Harbour, and to point 
outtheiii justice of such a mode of levying the charge. 

. kV e b ™ efit of tbe u f ht wil1 chiefly derived by passing vessels and those 
trading to westward, whereas thetonnage of tlic steamships represented by this 
Company, trading to eastward, amounts to over 300,000 tons annually, and on 
wS * 'i ey d ? - not re<luire tllc hght or pass in their regular course 

within several miles of it, a considerable part of the cost of maintenance will 

I have, therefore, respectfully to request that your honourable Board will 
reconsider the mode of charging the dues for this light, and cause the expenses 
ot maintenance to be levied not on coasting vessels coming from or going 
eastwards and engaged in the local trade of Cork, but on those trading to west- 
ward and calling at, Cork for orders or passengers, and not for the purposes of 
local trade, such vessels being those desiring or likely to be benefited by the 
light in question. J 

T) . I have, &c. 

p, . , , R’ght i Hon. (signed) George Cotter Beale. 

Chichester Fortescue, President of the 
Board of Trade, London. 



— No. 81. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 5704.) 

o. Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

t k nr * , V , _ Whitehall Gardens, 15 December 1873. 

® oarc * of Trade to refer to previous correspondence on 
j of the improvements in the. marking of the approaches to the 

Harbour 
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Harbour of Cork, and more particularly to your letter of the 13th January last., 
•which enclosed a return of the number and tonnage of the vessels calling at 
or off Queenstown or entering the port for the year 1872. 

In this return the tonnage of vessels frequenting Cork was distributed as 
follows : — 





Steam. 


Sailing. 








Yessels calling for orders - 


8,564 




Steamers receiving or landing passengers or mails 


1,615,828 




Sailing vessels entering Queenstown for purposes 1 
of local trade - - - - , - - 1 


9,51G 



I am now to state that communications have been received from the Cork 
Harbour Commissioners and the City of Cork Steam Packet Company, with 
reference to the proposed toll of i d. per ton on all vessels using the harbour 
or calling off it, and that the letter of the latter Company states the tonnage of 
their steamers trading eastward alone at 300,000 tons, while both the above 
bodies have the impression that the burden of the proposed tax will chiefly fall 
on the local trade using the harbour, and not on the vessels calling for orders, 
passengers, or mails. 

The Board will be glad to be favoured by the Commissioners of Irish Lights 
with an explanation of the apparent discrepancy between the statement of the 
Packet Company respecting the tonnage of their steamers (viz., 300,000 tons), 
and the tonnage assigned to the local trade in the return (viz., 9,516 tons), and 
also with any observations they may have to offer as to the principle on which 
the toll should be levied, and the proportion which should be charged on the 
several amounts of tonnage recited above, so as to cause each class of trade to 
pay its fair share of the annual sum of, say, 2.300 required to recoup the 
Mercantile Marine Fund for the first cost and maintenance of part of the 
proposed improvements, and also as to whether under ordinary circumstances 
all should be charged in and out, and if not what would be the exceptions. 

The Board of Trade will be glad to receive a reply to this letter at the early 
convenience of the Commissioners of Irish Lights 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, . (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 82.— 

Board of Trade to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

(H. 5704-) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, Whitehall Gardens, 15 December 1873. 

I am’ directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 21st ultimo, in which you state, with reference to the proposed toll 
of \ d. per ton on the shipping using the Harbour of Cork to provide for a part 
of the expense of the improvements in the marking of the approaches thereto, 
that the Harbour Commissioners consider that the tax in question will bear- 
heavily and disproportionably upon the local trade of the port, and urge the- 
reconsideration of the decision arrived at on the point by the Board ot trade. 

In reply I am to observe that there would seem to be an imperfect under- 
standing on the part of the Commissioners in the matter of the toll in question,, 
and 1 am to state that it is proposed to be levied not only upon the local trade, 
properly so called, but upon all vessels calling for orders, passengers, or mails.. 

The scheme is essentially one for the benefit of shipping using the harbour 

0.67. 1 3 or 
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or calling off it, and must be considered in its entirety and not meoemcl j 
it is on this account alone that the Board of Trade have felt themselyStiS 
in departing to some extent from their usual principle in allowing a 2S 
the expense of improvements required for local wants to be borne hv / 
Mercantile Marine Fund. D01ne by the 

No vessels in the local trade ought to be altogether free from conh-iw . 
whatwiH have to he raised from local sources^owmxhlht"^^ 



The Secretary, 

Harbour Commissioners, Cork. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Cecil Trevor, 



— No. 83. — 

Board of Trade to City of Cork Steam Packet Company, 

(H. 5704.) 

q. Board of T rade, Harbour Department, 

11 ’ , Whitehall Gardens 15 Dpppmhpv 1 btq 

of !h AM 9 d T e - Ct f b 7 th 1 ?° ard of 1 Trade to acknowledge the receipt of yoStter 
of the 2nd instant, relative to the proposed toll of J d. per ton on all shinni™ 
using the Harbour of Cork, to provide for a part of the expense of the proposed 
unpi ovements m the marking of the. approaches thereto, and in reply fi/observe 

Led toll wiThe L' L S °r 7 SUndera ‘“ nd ; n S «* Point, that the proposed 
local to 1 will he levied not only upon the local trade, properly so called but 

upon all vessels calling at Cork for orders, passengers, or mails and that the 
scheme is essentially one for the benefit of shipping using. the harbour or call^ 

lam to point out that the proposed fog signal on Poor Head will be of 
especial use to all vessels, including of course those of yma Ct.m mn, coming 

LZfftai 8 £j W '. lik «*f C ™1> »>/■> loners, if L 1*5 

L out of fh ll 1 1 re 1 uu ' m S* lle l*g>‘t vessel at Haunt’s Rock, which 

warnin', them of their , courH ®. may nevertheless derive advantage from it as 
warning them of their danger in cases where they arc out of (heir reckonimr 
and have overrun their distance in thick weather, 7 reckoning, 

The scheme roust be considered in its entirety and not piecemeal and on this 
account alone have the Board of Trade felt then, selves justified i„ depaXrto 
some extent from their usual principle, by allowing a portion of the expense of 

Tz~v:r-nti ca \r nts to b , e b °™ e »? 1 

tributinJ to S!il k th iT 1 tr “ de on S ht to he altogether free from con- 
the whofe scheme *° 1)6 ^ fr0m local sourc “ ‘™rds the cost of 



The Secretary, 

City of Cork Steam Packet Company, Cork. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 84. — - 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 5929.) 

gj r Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland -street, 

recltoTof’yourlette of' tl Co ““ issioners of Ms”’ UgSr^Mkiowtedge the 
of the tonuCe “ b 6th , Deoember (H. 5704)-, on subject of the return 

13th Janmrv last^and ^ ’Cork Harbour, as forwarded in my letter of the 
Board of Tridp o m re f^’ to state 3 the Commissioners furnished the 
the retum as gWen to them by the Collector 
3 wn , the Collector has, however, been again written to 

for 
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for an amended statement, the Commissioners believing that the return already 
received only contained the tonnage of vessels using Queenstown, and not that 
of the vessels proceeding up to Cork. 

I am to add, the Commissioners will give the other matters contained in 
your letter their immediate attention, and will communicate their opinion 
without delay. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) IV. Lees , Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Cork Harbour Commissioners to Board of Trade. 

(H. 6018.) 

Sir, Cork, 19 December 1873. 

The Cork Harbour Commissioners having had under their further considera- 
tion the letter of the Board of Trade of 14th ultimo, as well as that of the 9th 
instant, since received, I am directed by them to submit the following observa- 
tions, in addition to those contained in my communication of 21st ultimo. 

(1.) With respect to the alteration in the time of illumination of Roche’s 
Point Light. 

You observe in yours of 14th ultimo that the Cork Harbour Commissioners 
appear to be under some misapprehension as regards the time of illumination, 
when they state that “ nothing ” has been done respecting “ the recommenda- 
tion of the late Captain Roberts to the Dublin Ballast Board in the year 1865,” 
and you further observe that the “ recommendation was forwarded in February 
1865 to the Board of Trade, and received their statutory sanction, and (as they 
had reason to believe) that the change then recommended and sanctioned was 
promptly effected.” In corroboration of this statement, you send with your 
letter of 9th instant, copies of letters from the Irish Lights Commissioners, and 
of the report of the late Captain Roberts purporting to show that the alterations 
were made. 

This statement, raising as it does, a direct issue upon a matter of fact, namely, 
whether the recommendation of 27th January 1865, referred to by the Cork 
Harbour Commissioners has or has not been carried out, renders it obligatory 
on them to state the grounds upon which they made their representation, os well 
as their reasons for continuing to believe that such representation is substantially 
correct. 

The case stands thus. Prior and up to 1864, Roche’s Point Light was a fixed 

one. It was then altered to one of “six seconds of illumination, and 54 

seconds of eclipse. e n , 

In January 1865 the masters of steamers sailing out of the port ot Cork 
addressed a memorial or remonstrance to the Cork Harbour Conpissioners, 
pointing out the inconvenience and danger of this change, and praying ™ at * he 
light should he altered by exactly reversing 'the period; namely, that the time 
of illumination should he 54 seconds, and of eclipse, 6. . 

After stating that in their opinion it was a very unsafe and dan^rous descrip- 
tion of light to run for, as a harbour light, on a thick or hazy night with a pile 

blowing on the coast, and giving very clear and decisive reasons for ting ; opinion 
they then say, “ In the event of your deciding upon retaining a revolving hg t, 

we would respectfully suggest that the period of .Uummation and echpse be 

reversed; and that its maximum brilliancy be 54 

present, so as to allow it to approach as close as possible to a fixed light Simla, 
that which was . endoa . was f orw arded to the Ballast Office, 

Dulhn”n January 1865, and Captain Roberts reported upon it under date 27th 

Ja “«^.o“r points signed by masters of steamers sailing out of 
P0 “I°tWnkaem well deserving the attention 

rock inside Roche's Point obliges vessels running in for the harbour hug me 
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point closer than would be otherwise necessary, in order to avoid it • and • 
following sea a vessel is very likely to yaw considerably, and this mfeht h ‘ 
when close to the Point, and the light at the same time in its revolution „;; PP j” 
when the helmsman losing sight of it, would have nothing to quick him in cl r 
her yawing, except the compasses, which might not act sufficiently aw&Ma? 
critical moment, when so close to the danger. J 1 u 

“I therefore recommend their suggeslion(t.u make the time of ilhimirm+;„„ i„ 
and that of eclipse shorter), should he carried out, which can be done Jo? 8 '! 
altering. the present period of revolution.” ' without 

l am to observe this is the recommendation the Commissioners referred 
their letter of 1st ultimo, accompanied by a copy of this last paragranh 
lo anyone reading this report in its ordinary ami natural sense, ii would 
appear that the suggestions of the masters of steamers were approved 
recommended to be carried out ; yet there the matter remains substanMy ,! 
this moment, and the masters of vessels have been frequently complaining of the 

dTTor. t7 w 1 ' 6 '' *° obscrve ‘7 thcCork narfxmr Commissioners® unto 

date 19tli July last, again directed tile attention of the Irish Lights Comrnis 
sioners to the subject, and it was therefore with no small surprise they learned 
m reply to their further application of 1st instant to the Board of Trade tWt 
■ the recommendation of the late Captain Roberts to the Dublin Ballast Board 
in the year 1865, was forwarded to tlio Board of Trade in Febimary 1865 M 

promptly tffe'cteT" 1110 ^ SanetKm 0U lst March in same and had been 

What this recommendation so forwarded was, the Cork Harbour Commis- 
sioners are ignorant of ; hut presuming it to refer to the change afterwards made 
from six seconds to ten m the time of illumination of Roche’s Light, they scarcely 
think it possible (having regard to the suggestions of the masters of steamers 
so approved of) the Board of Trade could have been aware of these sugge ! 
t ons, or that this infinitesimal alteration was all that was desired, or was renui- 
ate, viien they pointed out that the Cork Harbour Commissioners were under 

th™fSnt Indeed ’ from the complete absence of any statement 
throughout the entire correspondence enclosed in your letter of tlie 9th instant 

conclusion 1 atU ri ! “ d 1 “ ta f t ° f thls altc ' ration , «>oy are inclined to come to this 
I Unexplained, the correspondence would lead to the inevitable 
th ® ie R uu 'f; m ™ ts .“ 1 the masters had been carried out, and, there- 

But whaH^rt, 7 e ef ' 7 tlliS Boal ' <l WCTC gi-omidless and uncalled for. 

But what is the fact? The masters of steamers suggested that 51 seconds of 

laneZra of 1 d be ^ ven . iustead of «>- The Inspector of Lights, so far as the 
tte-f K, report may be naturally interpreted, a,, proved of this sugges- 
54 and so f CQI 7 ° n! ?.’ “ addlt,on to the existing six, were given, instead of 
reverZ d of tl RS • 7 °fe ct sou S ht to be “ttained was concerned, that is, the 
n lr .-tn P™°d of iHmiunafron, the change must be considered as practi- 
eonLer tbe Under 7“ circumstances, the Cork Harbour Commissioners 
thev Obt y a were substantially, although not, perhaps, literally correct when 

they observed that “nothing "had been done. 

•inrt ,2 ma T Bot “fmUj a,e L however, that next to nothing has been done, 
to the subject aS ™ respectf, % t0 dl ' aw the atte “*i°ii of the Board of Trade 

thesame th, o 77 tb: "f ® oaid are uot the executive in those matters, they at 

tive cannot he PP r ? beBd 7 dw hhout their sanction or instance, the proper execu- 
te the deinv whirl ' o motion, lhey do not now desire to make further reference 
L stnmteLTtf has taken place or to enter into its causes. It may be that 
made • but now 't i J’®' 1 * d ’ d nofc P ermit the necessaiy alterations to be 
1 l at ‘i has be . en decided to alter the character of Roche’s 

desired mL at th a tbe reciulIed change in tlie period of illumination, so long 
desired, may at the same time be effected. 

to enter into this 5?™ i? 6 ™ bp tbe nature of y our reference to this subject, 
statement, they at the same time do not regret the 
ness of their 0I f l or ( l°abt can now remain both as to the reasonable- 

ness of their lequest and the urgent necessity for its adoption.. 

2. With respect to the proposed toll of \ d. 

reconside°rthk o 1 im°stfnr5° n 7' SS ’ 0ners w0ldd again beg the Board of Trade to 
^ so far as affects the local trade of the port of Cork. In 

your 
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your letter of 18th October ultimo, one of the reasons assigned for the proposed 
imposition on that trade, was that the intended expenditure (which they believe 
in the main is conversant with Daunt’s Rock and the Old Head of Kinsale Light) 
would be for the benefit of (and would consequently tend to improve) the local 
trade. We beg to point out that this is not the case. The greatest proportion 
of the local trade is carried on in vessels whose track is several miles from, and 
altogether away from, Daunt’s Rock or the Old Head. On the other hand, there 
is no question of the great advantage which this light will afford to the 
Transatlantic steamers in enabling them to keep on their speed in approaching 
Cork Harbour from the westward, and it is fairly due to them that this additional 
safeguard should be provided. But permit me to illustrate the effect of this 
proposed tax in its extreme unequal incidence on the local trade as contrasted 
with oversea vessels. I shall take, say, a regular trading Cork steamer of 1,000 
tons, and compare its contribution to the tax with 1,000 tons of a regular 
Transatlantic steamship. The Cork steamer makes its average voyage in and 
out twice a week, or say 104 times a year. The Transatlantic steamer makes its 
Toyage say, twice a month, or 24 times in the year, so that by the measure 
proposed every ton of Cork shipping contributes over four times the amount 
that a ton of Transatlantic shipping does. And for what would this be ? For 
the almost exclusive benefit of the latter, as well as other oversea vessels coming 
from the westward. Again, what is the difference of contribution to the Cork 
Harbour dues between those two classes? Every ton of shipping engaged in 
.the Cork trade pays a tonnage due of 3 d. over and besides an import and 
export due on cargo or merchandise except colliers, which pay 2 d. On the 
other hand, the Transatlantic steamer pays but h d. per ton, which includes the 
return voyage, or say j d. per ton for each, and they, as well as all other vessels 
not discharging or receiving cargo, can use Cork Harbour without any limit as 
to time, or without any payment to the Commissioners than this £ d . per ton. 
Considering that very large portion of the trade enjoyed by those steamers in 
their peculiar traffic, i.e., the transport of emigrants, an immense proportion of 
which is effected in the port of Cork, their taxation, thus locally understood, 
contrasts very favourably with that of the Cork shipping. But on this head the 
Commissioners do not found any complaint ; they merely refer to it by way of 
contrast, and as an illustration of the argument in hand. I am, however, to 
observe that the trade of Cork does not derive any benefit from those vessels. 
They neither import nor export merchandise, and while the Commissioners 
think it a grievance that their local trade should be, as it were, exceptionally 
taxed for a light not required by them, .they at the same time would suggest, if 
any local additional tax must be. imposed (which, however, they protest against), 
it should be on the principle which regulates the payment of the passing lights 
dues as between coasters and oversea vessels. Daunt’s Rock and the Old Head 
are several miles from Cork Harbour. . 

Looking, however, to the nature of the postal and international communication 
involved in the Transatlantic steamship service, the Commissioners venture to 
express it as their opinion that the expense of better marking the approaches to 
Cork Harbour from the westward, as now proposed, while for the almost exclusive 
benefit of that service, should nevertheless be considered rather as an item ot 
imperial concern, or one 10 he borne out of the general light s levenue or 
Mercantile Marine Fund, than one calling for the taxation of the trade and 
-shipping of Cork. 

I have, &c. 

To the Assistant Secretary, (signed) William Donegan, 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade, ecre 

Whitehall, London, S.W. 

P.S. — The Commissioners observe thattheir proposal to substitute a 
in lien of the present useless fog bell at Roche’s Point, has been rejected- Jbts 
proposal was made at the instance of the master manners, who day m M 
throughout the year sail in and out of the harbour and whose optnior t, it appears 
to them, should therefore be entitled to some consideration They 
that the “ powerful fog bell ” which they are informed *e_Imh L ghts Com- 
missioners have determined on, may, when erecte , P rov letter of the 

. With reference to what the Irish Lights Commissioners m ‘ h “ 

1st instant, state to be the erroneous observation made by this Board, namely, 

0.67. K 
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that they, the Irish Lights Commissioners, would be prepared to adopt the 
the Cork Harbour Commissioners beg to refer to their letter of 1st ultim^™’ 
which they do not state this as a matter of fact, but only express their Tl'rf 
that such would be the case, provided the Board of Trade sanctioned the cha 
and they were led to this conclusion by the opinion of their fog signal commit? 6 ’ 
who conceived they had some reason to express it. However the matter if 
no importance, and they merely advert to it as their attention has been tu! 
called to the subject. uus 



Enclosure in No. 85. 
(Similar to Enclosure 9, in No. 5.) 



— No, 86. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 6oi6.)- 

q. ^sh Lights Office, Westmoreland-street 

e , . Dublin, 20 December 1873. 

With reference to previous correspondence on subject of marking; the 
approaches to Cork Harbour 1 am to acquaint you the Commissioners com! 
mnmcated with the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House, with a v ew to 
obtaining their opinion as to the most improved light-ship, id most powerftd 
description of fog trumpet, and I am to enclose copy of a reply received 
undei date the 13th instant, and to state tho Commissioners think it desirable 
to awtut ‘he result of the experiments by the Elder Brethren as to fog 
signals, but that they are prepared to place a light-vessel off Daunt’-? Book 
at once, should the Board of Trade think* it 

fog trumpet on board of her. 1 5 

, I am, &e. 

Hnrhn ^sistant Secretoy, (signed) W. Zees, Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade, S.W. ' 



Enclosure 1, in No. 86. 



Sir, 



jutau j 



a \ju ice, Asuuni'j 



TH^of t0 H y a Ur le - 11 ?’ for .' VMdin S drawings and apecifiM£na™ b a wooden light- 

Eed ff h pK ,r npt Ti “ 18 ^> 1 am t0 alate «' a ‘ Board will feel further 
iWoved *r e " ""i 1 ^(favour them with any additional drawings, See. for the most 

horn has been fitted -ft slllce 1061, and on board which the most improved fog 

for its obtoc? t , u 1 l ; a . ten “: e - The information is solicited, having 

«* »“"> « 10 

R. A ae„, Sd , Trinity House, (signed %. Lee,. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 86. 

Wttw rpfpi.onr.rx 4 re i „ Trinity House, London, 13 December 1873. 

Commissioner* nf TriaK°T ' ^. etter of 1 st instant, I have to state, for the information of the 
Cornoration ^yniJ ’£ t ^ at . ^ ,e %ht vessels constructed in recent years for this 

the vessels havinaS^*” ° W * °> n the Same lines as those in use in 1851 » the len g th onl y of 
Increaaed . 5 s GX P lained in ™y letter <>f 2‘2nd ultimo. 

of the livh *v0Bseh th I and ^° g born a l>P alat » B > which are now in use on board a few 

the assistance nf Prnfc> 6 m aC *J U n ,Dt y° 1 ’ , ^ lat at 'h e present time the Elder Brethren, with 
Professor Tyndall, have their attention directed to experiments the result 
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of which will probably lead to the adoption of a more powerful fog signal than either of 
those now in use. Until the experiments in question have been concluded, the Elder 
Brethren are not desirous of recommending for adoption by your Board the signals before 
referred to. 



W. Lees, Esq., 

Secretary, Irish Lights Office, Dublin. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Robin Allen. 



— No. 87. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 6018.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, Whitehall Gardens, 29 December 1873. 

Referring to the previous correspondence on the subject of the proposed 
improvements in the marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour, and more 
particularly to your letter of the 1st instant, and mine of the 15th (H. 5704), 
I am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit herewith, for the information 
of the Commissioners of Irish Lights, a letter which has been received from 
the Cork Harbour Commissioners, and I am to request that you will move the 
Commissioners in replying further to my letter of the 15th instant to favour 
this Board at their early convenience with their observations on that part of 
the letter of the Harbour Commissioners which refers to the proposed toll 
upon the vessels using Cork Harbour. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



0.67. 
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Part II. 

CORRESPONDENCE between the Commissioners of Irish Lights and the 
Corporation of Trinity House, and the Cork Harbour Commissioners (not 
included in Part I.) 

[As returned by the Commissioners of Irish Lights.] 



— No. 88.— 

Cork Harbour Commissioners to Dublin Ballast Board. 



Cork Harbour Commissioners Office, 

_ Cork, 9 January 1865. 

By directions of the Cork Harbour Commissioners, I beg to enclose you 
copies of reports lately made on the additional light at Roche’s Point, as also 
to inquire when the beacon, as recommended by the Board of Trade, will be 
put on Daunt’s Rock. 



To the Secretary, 
Ballast Office, Dublin. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) James F. Sugmie, 
Secretary. 



Enclosures in No. 88. 



(Similar to Enclosures in No. I.) 



— No. 89. — 

Dublin Ballast Board to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

t , S "\. , , , Ballast Office, Dublin, 12 January 1865. 

“ - t0 ac . knowIe<| ge ‘Re receipt of your letter of the atii instant, 
C01 v? made b y the Harbour-masters of Cork and 

Queenstown, on the additional light from Roche’s Point tower to mark Daunt’s 

In reply, I am to request you will have the goodness to assure the Cork 
tlm BoOTd’ 0mmiSS10nerS that the sul5 i eot shllU ha, ' e the careful consideration of 

With respect to your inquiry when the bell boat sanctioned by the Board of 
Trade is to be placed to mark Daunt’s Rock, I am to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Commissioners, that tenders have been invited for its con- 
struction, to be sent in on or before the 19th instant. 

Cork TT T V he ® ecreta J3' : (signed)” 1 ’ & V. lees, 

Cork Harbour Commissumers. ' Secretary. 
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Dublin Ballast Board to Trinity House. 

Sir, _ Ballast Office, Dublin, 6 February 1865. 

With reference to previous correspondence on tbe subject, I am directed to 
forward for the consideration of the Elder Brethren, the enclosed copy of a 
report approved by the Board from the Inspector of Lights, Captain Roberts,R.N., 
on the several communications referred to him (copies herewith) relative to the 
alteration in Roche’s Point Light, and as to the better marking Daunt’s Rock. 

I am, &c. 

P. H. Berthon, Esq., (signed) W. Lees, 

Trinity House, London. Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. 90. 

(Similar to Enclosure 1, in No. 5.) 



Trinity House to Dublin Ballast Board. 

Trinity House, London, E.C., 

gi r> 22 February 1865. 

The Elder Brethren having given attentive consideration to the report of 
Captain Roberts, copy of which was transmitted in your letter of the 6th 
instant, on the several communications relative to the alteration in the lights at 
Roche’s Point, copies of which you also transmitted, I am directed to acquaint 
you, for the information of the Port of Dublin Corporation, that they concur in 
the recommendation of that officer that the period of duration of the light 
should be lengthened, and that of the eclipse made shorter. 

With respect to the propositions for better defining the exact position of the 
Daunt’s Rock, I am to state that the Elder Brethren are of opinion that the 
present arrangement of the light at Roche’s Point, together with the intended 
establishment of a bell buoy or boat, are sufficient for the safe navigation of 
vessels emploved in the passing trade. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, t si 6 ned > R K Berthon ' 

Ballast Office, Dublin. 



— No. 92.— 

Dublin Ballast Board to Cork Harbour Commission. 

q. Ballast Office, Dublin, 25 February 1 865. 

u; ’ , . 1 nf the 9th and 13th ultimo, transmitting 

With reference to your letters o the 9 g nt additiona l light 

copies of communications and repoits on s ] P directed to forward 

fro P m Roche's Point Tower to tto Ita* « hBooM 

herewith copy of the Inspector of Lights repor were 

0.67. K 3 
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were referred, and to state that the Board of Trade and Elder Brethre h • 
signified their concurrence in Captain Roberts’ recommendations thk p 
have directed the same to be carried out. ’ 13 " 0ar d 



The Secretary, 

Harbour Commissioners, Cork. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Lees, Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. 92. 
(Similar to Enclosure 1, in No. 6.) 



— No. 93. — 



Dublin Ballast Board to Cork Harbour Commissioners 



t Slr ’r . j , , „ Ballast Office, Dublin, 20 June 1865. 

I AM directed by the Port of Dublin Corporation to forward for the informa- 
Com “®toners of Cork, the. enclosed notice notifying the 
placing of the bell boat off Daunt’s Rock, near Cork Harbour. 



Secretary, 

Cork Harbour Commissioners. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) N. Proude, 

Assistant Secretary. 



— No. 94. — 

Cork Harbour Commissioners to Dublin Ballast Board. 



g- Cork Harbour Commissioners Office, 

Ynmja tu x , Dublin, 22 June 1865. 

for which am mul oWig e “ d ^ ° f th ° bu0 T at Daunt ' s Kock - and 

The Secretary, Ballast Office. (signld)” 8 ' ^James F. Sugrue. 



— No. 95. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

g} r Irish Lights Office Dublin, 

haTe A L d io e me ti hy the , C , ommissi ™ ers of Irish Lights to acqSt'yo^fthat they 
thTsubieSof vf, iD eon)mun i ca tion with the Board of Trade upon 

of the Danut’s R l 1 V ’ I,C1 las K ' en made for tlie removal of such a portion 
of the Board R f T “a 13 f Pmcnt dangerous to navigation. In the last letter 
onffiffinthallftb 2 ?u ted t!le 26th « Lordships express an 

the Post Oft!.? be , ma<1 < i and prove successful, tlie Port of Cork and 

c or resnon dene ontles should contribute towards the expense. As the 

pronosed renti-noto c ° nsi derable, and the verbal explanations given by the 
proposed contractor to a Deputation of this Board are necessary in order to 

explain 
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explain more fully the views entertained by this Board upon the matter lam 
to suggest whether a personal interview with such of the Cork Harbour Com 
missioners as they select would not be desirable, and I am to add, that any time 
that may suit the convenience of the Commissioners, this Board will be hapny 
to meet them here on receiving 24 hours’ notice. 1Ky 

The Secretary, Harbour Board, Cork. (signed™’ Lees 

Secretary. 



— No. 96.—. 

Cork Harbour Commissioners to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 
(Similar to Enclosure in No. 22.) 



- No. 97. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

TI , lr > , 1 June 1888. 

With reference to previous correspondence, and to your letter of the 2nd 
April last, relative to the Port of Cork and the Post Office authorities contri- 
buting towards the expense of the removal of a portion of Daunt’s Rook for 
the sum named (8,000 l.) in a proposal from Mr. Palmer, I am now directed to 
transmit, for the information and consideration of the Cork Harbour Commis- 
sioners, copy of a letter from my Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
Trade, under date 22nd ultimo, this Board having forwarded to their Lordships 
eopy of your letter referred to above, as also copy of a letter on the subject 
received in reply from Her Majesty’s Postmaster General. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Harbour Board, Cork. (signed) W. Lees. 



Enclosure in No. 97. 
(Similar to No. 22.) 



— No. 98. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

Sir > 30 June 1868. 

. With reference to your letter of the 5th instant, stating that as Daunt’s Rock 
is outside the jurisdiction of the Commissioners of Cork Harbour, the Com- 
niissioners will feel bound to resist any toll being levied on the trade of Cork 
in furtherance of removing that Rock. I am directed to acquaint you that this 
Board forwarded a copy of that letter to the Board of Trade, and in reply have 
received from their Lordships the enclosed letter (copy), which I am to request 
you will submit to your Commissioners. 

1 am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) W. Lees, 

Harbour Commissioners, Cork. Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. 98. 
(Similar to No. 25 A.) 



O.67. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



- No. 99. - 



Cork Harbour Commissioners to Commissioners of Irish Lights, 

Harbour Commissioners Office, Cork- 
Sir, 2 July 1808. 

I am directed by the Cork Harbour Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 30th ultimo, and copy of one from the Board of Trade 
23rd ultimo, in reference to the removal of Haunt’s Rock. 

The Secretary, 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin 



I am, &c. 

(signed) William Donegan , 

Secretary. 



— No. ioo. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Trinity House. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

„. Sir ’ „ 10 April 1872. 

. 3*22: WlTH reference t0 your letter of the 10th instant, on subject of Mr. Roche’s 

proposed fog signal at Roche’s Point, I am to acquaint you the Commissioners 
of ^sh Lights have directed me to state they will feel much obliged if the 
Elder Brethren would be so good as to have inquiries made through their 
engineer, Mr. Douglass, as to the desirability of carrying out Mr. Roche’s sn*. 
gestion, inasmuch as the Commissioners have not sufficient information to 
enable them to come to a decision themselves. 

I am, &c. • 

The Secretary, Trinity House. (signed) IV. Lees. 



■ No. 101. • 



Trinity House to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



Sir, . Trinity House, London, 24 April 1872. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16 th instant, 
requesting that inquiries may be made through Mr. Douglass as to the desira- 
bility of carrying out Mr. Roche’s suggestion with reference to the proposed fog 
signal on Roche’s Point, and, in reply, I am to acquaint you that the principle 
which has guided the Elder Brethren in the adoption of instruments connected 
with the lighthouse service, has been to require full particulars of the invention 
at the time under discussion, and that unless Mr. Roche is willing to submit the 
details of the proposed signal, the Elder Brethren do not see how Mr. Douglass 
can be in a position to advise thereon, although they will have great pleasure in 
consulting him, lor the information of the Commissioners, if adequate data be 
given. 



The Secretary, Irish Lights Office. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Robin Allen. 



— No. 102.— 




Commissioners of Irish Lights to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

q. Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

w ° Ir ’ , , 23 October 1872. 

ITH reference to the correspondence which has taken place as to the better 

marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour, I am directed by the Commissioners 
♦l 7^,1 • to transmit copy of a letter from the Board of Trade, under date 
tne 11Ul mstanfc > enclosing letter from the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House 

(copy), 
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(copy), and I have to request you will be so good as to move the Cork Harbour 
Commissioners to favour this Board with any observations they may have to 
offer thereon. 

The Secretary, Harbour Board, Cork. (signed) 01 ’ Lees. 



— No. 103.— 

Cork Harbour Commissioners to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

Harbour Commissioners Office, Cork, 
Sir, 2 November 1872. 

With reference to your letters of the 23rd ultimo and 1st instant, relative to 
the better marking the approaches to Cork Harbour by means of fog signals, lam 
to acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners of Irish Lights, that 
the correspondence enclosed therein has been referred to a Committee of this 
Board for consideration. Their Report shall be brought up at the earliest possible 
date, when you shall be fully informed of the views of the Board on the 
subject. 

I am, &c. 

W. Lees, Esq. (signed) W. Donegan. 



- No. 104. - 



Trinity House to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

Extract from Letter from Trinity House to Commissioners of Irish Lights, 
under date the 8th February 1873 : 

“ Having laid before the Board your letter of the 24th ultimo, expressing the 
concurrence of the Commissioners of Irish Lights in the modification suggested 
by my letter of the 16th ultimo in the arrangement for marking the approaches 
to Cork Harbour, and also offering observations on the proposed changes in the 
marking of Lough Swilly, I am directed, with respect to the questions raised 
upon details of the first mentioned subject, to observe, that the intention of the 
Elder Brethren was, that the character of Roche’s Point Light be retained exactly 
as at present, without extending the limits of the lower light, which would still 
remain as a mark to indicate the position of Daunt’s Rock in case the proposed 
light vessel should drift. Also, as respects the holding ground in the vicinity of 
Daunt’s Rock, the Board concur in the opinion that the nature of the ground in 
that locality should be ascertained, so as to remove any doubt the Commissioners 
may have upon the subject. The observations of Captain Sheppard have but 
little bearing on the question ; he does not give any certain data as to the ground 
outside the danger, and the Elder Brethren had no thought of recommending 
that the light vessel should be placed on the shore side of the Rock ; while his 
remarks as to her riding, would equally apply to any of the numerous light vessels 
now afloat in exposed situations. No doubt the ‘ Alexandra steam vessel could, 
with a day or two’s careful sounding and dredging, determine^ the general nature 
of the bottom, and find a suitable berth for mooring the ship. 



— No. 105. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Trinity House. 

Extract from Commissioners letter to Trinity House in reply to foiegoing, 
under date 19th February 1873 : 

“ I have to state, the Board will instruct the Inspector of Lights to proceed as 
early as weather permits, and survey the ground outside Daunts Koc ,.wi 
reference to selecting the best position for mooring a light vessel. 



0.67. L 
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— No. 100. — 



Commissioners of Irish Lights to Trinity House. 

Sir, Iri8h Lights Office, Dublin, 

With reference to previous correspondence on subiect' of 8 m,'.i • c 
approaches to Cork Harbour, and more particularly to your letter of 
February last, and with regard to the. Sll.f O’Pstirm rtf fl,« • ■ ^ tie 8th 



.... • ...... J .. sno iiu ue ascertained in connection with them, 

tion tD place a light ship io mark that danger, 1 have to acquaint vm, it? if i 
directed their Inspector of Lights to take the earliest ** ® oan * 

locality and I have now to forward, for the information of the Eldet- “foetoen 
a report from Commander Hawes, b.n., together with a 
result of the soundings taken, the position at hell boat anil hiinv 1=1 , sbowm ® t ,e 
position by him of light ship. P at and bu0 J r ’ als0 F°posed 

The Secretary, Trinity House. (signed)”’ & W. Lees. 



Enclosure in No. 106. 

Sir Ilis,) Eights Office, Dublin, 

rock and ^“oy fo, ffie'Zp T g Aip^ld ^‘1?’ ^ 

tlie same as to other licriit » F «,.| a i,L Q ;, 1 S ' 1 C0llld b ? fa.dely moored on Hus station 

which, in case of parting her' chai’n^r b^aL-np‘!IddK;.,.I> 1 Tn where F° po8 ? (l » from f 
her o-oino- near the rock wlm !! Dieai kii ng « Uuft, Hide would be very lmle chance of 

ir t!,f 

than either the c"i!„g £*' le B T' 7 ** ***** 

light vessels could be fitted and i ” ,1°* f 5 . ou , tll( ' Eomd wish, one of our spare 
Daunt’s Bock is about 80 Stlluo " bdore lha “’hitcr sots in. 1 Had that 
it to be 11 fcetatlowwate y oMiilL y ^”,g a tW^“ 0y “ rdSW,d ^ " d “ l,oaleBt 8 P"‘ on 

I am, <&c. 

w. Lees, Esq., &c. Sec. < si S nMl ) K W - Bmm > 

Inspector of Lights. 



— No. 107. — 

Cork Harbour Commissioners to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

Sir Cork Harbour Commissioners Office, 

With refarpnpp trt rv,.„ • , Cork J 2 Ju lv 1873. 

system of foo- sie-mllinp i/r 118 ! c , orj j® s P on ^® nce on the subject of an efficient 
Board to requestftlnt !„„* 6 Pomt > Cork Harbour, I am directed by this 

tion, what mom-ess hs>=\„ W1 b , e s .° S. 001 as t0 acquaint me for their informa- 
probably be erected and the ~ ad f llia :*f er > thc time when the signal will 

Oommissioimrs comMeAv ° de ° f ,. sl S n “ 1I,n g proposed to be adopted. The 
not [fail to be attended , matter 0 ul '£ ent importance, and if delayed, can- 
Cork.; d W,th dan S er ‘0 the shipping frequenting the Port of 

W. Lees, Esq., 8tc„ & c r \ ara > kc • 

(.signed) Wm. Donegan. 
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No. 108.— 



Commissioners of Irish Lights to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 12 July 1873. 

Having submitted to the Commissioners of Irish Lights your letter of the 
2nd instant, on subject of an efficient system of fog signals at Roche’s Point, 
Cork Harbour, I am to inform you, the cause of the delay in erecting such fog 
signals to mark the approaches to Queenstown, is, that the Commissioners are 
waiting the result of a series of experiments which the Elder Brethren of the 
Trinity House have been for some time past engaged in carrying out, in order 
to ascertain the most efficient fog signal for the benefit of general shipping. 

I am, &c. 

Wm. Donegan, Esq., &c., &c., (signed) W. Lees. 

Cork. 



— No. 109. — 

Cork Harbour Commissioners to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

’ Harbour Commissioners, Cork, 

Sir, 19 July 1873. 

I am directed by this Board to request that you will bring under the notice of 
the Commissioners of Irish Lights, the advisability of altering the light at the 
entrance to Cork Harbour, so as to cause it to remain visible for 50 seconds, 
and obscured for 10 seconds, vice versa being now the case. In making this 
suggestion to the Commissioners of Irish Lights, I am to state, that the Harbour 
Commissioners have been moved to do so, in consequence of a communication 
received from Lise Cork Steam Packet Company, who have been considering the 
subject, ami that company has obtained the recommendation herein made from 
the masters in command of their various steamers, who are continually trading 
to and from the port. It is also the opinion of this Board, that for the present, 
pending the result of the inquiries of the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House, 
on the subject of providing efficient fog signals along the coast, that were a 
steam roarer, similar to that in use at Dungeness, placed on Poor Head, and a 
piece of ordnance placed at Roolie’s Point, the difficulty at present experienced 
by master mariners approaching Cork Harbour, and the dangers to which vessels 
are subjected in time of fog, would be considerably removed. 

I am, &c. 

W. Lees, Esq., &c., 8tc. (signed) Wm. Donegan. 



— No. 110. — 

Commissioners of Irish' Lights to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

o- 6 August 1873. 

In reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo, on subject of the 
of the approaches to Cork Harbour, I am to acquaint J 

are now being made bv the Commissioners of Irish Light s wath the Board ot 
Trade and Trinity Hoise with a view to carrying out the .mprovements m the 
lights and signals in the vicinity of Cork Harbour. j. &c _ 

Wm. Donegan, Esq. . ^ 



O.67. 
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— No. 111. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin 
2 October 1873 ’ 

With reference to my letters of the 12til July and (ith August, relative to tt 
proposed better marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour, I am directed t 
acquaint you, for the information of the Cork Harbour Board, that the Elk 
Brethren of the Trinity House have intimated to this Board that as yet tlim 
have been unable to arrive at any definite conclusion as to the most efficient 
description of fog signal, and therefore purpose carrying out further experiments 



at the South Foreland. 

Wm. Donegan, Esq., Cork. 



I am, 
(signed) 



■ experiments 

&c. 

W. Lees. 



— No. 112.— 

Cork Harbour Commissioners to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

Harbour Commissioners Office, Cork, 

< 10 October 1873. 

1 am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 2nd instant, stating that 
as yet the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House have been unable to arrive at any 
definite conclusion as to the most efficient description of fog signals to be 
adopted for marking the .approaches to Cork Harbour. I am directed by this 
Board to invite reference to my letter dated 19th July last, and to request that 
the Commissioners of Irish Lights may be induced to carry out promptly the 
recommendation therein contained. The Harbour Commissioners desire to 
state, that the continued postponement by the Elder Brethren in determining 
the system of fog signals along the coast in proximity to Cork Harbour, cannot 
rail to be deterrent to the interest of vessels frequenting the port; and with this 
view the Commissioners trust the Commissioners of Irish Lights will see good 
reasons for adopting, at least for the present, the recommendation already sug- 
gested by them in their letter herein referred to. 

,. r r -r- o I am, &e. 

Wm. Lees, Esq., &c., &c. (signed) Wm. Donegan. 



— No. 113.— 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

q. , Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

, , 11 October 1873. 

. ave to acknowledge your letter of the 10th instant, on the subject of 

steps being taken to alter the character of the Roche’s Point Light, as referred 
o m your letter of the 19th July, and in reply I beg to inform you this matter 
will be carefully considered when the final arrangements are being made for the 
better marking the approaches to Cork Harbour 

w. Donegan, Esq., & c „ (signed)*™’ & JT. Lees. 
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— No. 114; — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

Sir, _ 20 October 1873. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of. Irish Lights to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, and in reply to state they are quite 
alive to the necessity of improving the approaches to Cork Harbour. In order 
to do so they have applied, through the Trinity House, to the Board of Trade, to 
sanction a light ship being placed to. mark Daunts Rock, having on board a 
fog trumpet : the light at Roche’s Point to be increased in power, with a large 
fog bell at the station : a powerful fog horn to be put on Poor Head. 

The Trinity Brethren not having yet completed their experiments with fog 
signals, the Commissioners recognising the advisability of no further delay 
occurring, have requested permission of the Board of Trade to allow them to at 
once place the best description of fog signal, at present known. I am to add, it 
is in contemplation to improve the light on the Old Head of Kinsale; and I am 
further to observe, that the suggestion contained in your letter of the 19th July 
last, as to an alteration in the revolution of the Roche’s Point Light, will be 
carefully considered. 

I am, &c. 

W. Donegan, Esq., &c., &c., (signed) W. Lees. 

Cork. 



— No. 115. — 

Cork Harbour Commissioners to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

Harbour Commissioners Office, Cork, 
Sir 25 October 1873. 

I am directed by the Cork Harbour Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 20th instant, pointing out the improvements intended to be 
made by the Commissioners of Lights, and for which the sanction of the Board of 
Trade has been invited, for the better marking the approaches to Cork Harbour, 
and to state in reply, that the Commissioners consider the decision arrived at by 
the Commissioners of Irish Lights cannot fail to prove of advantage to passing 
vessels. 

I am, &c. 

W. Lees, Esq., kc„ See. (signed) W. Donegan. 



— No. 116.— 

Trinity House to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

s . London, 21 November 1873. 

K™™ to previous correspondence on the subject of ths fetter - making 

letter and its enclosures which has been recaved from the : Board irade 

Corporation, as follows : — 

1st A lieht vessel to be placed off Daunt’s Rock, showing a powerful 
fixed 'red lifht and to be fitted with a powerful fog trumpet. 

2nd. Roche’s Point to be, as at present, red revolving, but to be changed 
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from catoptric to dioptric of the 2nd order; a lower light (fixed «vn 
remaining as at present to mark Daunt’s Rock. v ' nite ) 

3 rd. A powerful fog trumpet to be placed on Poor Head. 

4th. The Light at the Old Head of Kinsale to bo increased in power. 



W. Lees, Esq., 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Robin Allen. 



Enclosure in No. 116 . 
(Similar to No. 72 .) 



— No. 117 . — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Trinity House. 

s - Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

Wt ’ n , . 1 December 1873 . 

wooden 1*° f y ° Ur - letter > forwarding drawings and specifications for a 

wooden light vessel of an improved description, constructed in 1851, I am to 

whh oov m “/ cel - fcrth r obli S ecl if tllc EWct Brethren will favour them 

since 1851 d and nal i‘ c - ror tlle most improved description of light ship 

w h the 1, of ^ Wh 'rS th f “° s .‘ improved fog born has been fitted" 
obiect the nlnS f P ‘f / h f. above lnf °™ation is solicited, having for its 

fcVstr I® tv^wTn r^ ul fog hom or trumi ’ et ’ *» ™ rk 

TrimV^don. ^ Z- 



— No. 118 .— 

Ti-inity House to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

Extract from Letter from Trinity House, under date the 10th December 1873, 
in Keply to Commissioners’ Letter to Elder Brethren, dated 1st same Month. 

„„ r );" ard hi *he trumpet and fog born apparatus which arc now in use 

+ - ft pi/ W r ! 4 ’, e '® bt I have to acquaint you that at the present 

atw- a- . ® rethren ’ witb the assistance of Professor Tyndall, have their 

attention directed to experiments, tile result of which will probably lead to the 
adoption of a more powerful fog signal than either of those now in use. Until 
,lcl™ P = er T mS m ques J 4ltm haTC been concluded, the Elder Brethren are not 
referred to . for adoption by your Board the signals before 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




